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1 INTRODUCTION

The University of Cologne Regional Office in New York was founded in late 2010 and opened in the
spring of 2011. At the time, the “Ten-Step-Plan for Internationalization” had just been published.
From the main objectives outlined in the plan, the increase in study abroad opportunities and the
development of summer schools and opportunities in English-speaking countries were of particular
importance. The UoC North America Office, which legally is referred to as “University of Cologne
New York Office Corp.”, serves to build up the university’s presence and reputation amongst the
high-ranking universities and partners that can be found in the U.S. and Canadian higher education
landscape. Networking through the organization of events and participation in conferences, also in
cooperation with the German Academic International Network (GAIN), the German Centers for
Research and Innovation (DWIH) New York and San Francisco, the DFG North America, the German
Embassy in Washington D.C., and the German Consulates General among others has proven to be
an excellent way of enhancing regional presence, supporting student exchange, and promoting
relationships between researchers in both countries.

University of Cologne’s North America Office works together with the Division International Affairs
and the Board of the UoC New York Office to cultivate relations with North American partner
universities, organize delegation visits, and serve as first point of contact for faculty, students, and
other partners in the United States and Canada. The North America Office assists with the
organization of the annual UoC summer school in New York, reaches out to German and
international Alumni, and offers UoC’s Clusters of Excellence and other researchers platforms to
network, present their scientific results (also in virtual formats such as the now well-established
Transatlantic Tandem Talks), and initiate new collaborations in North America.

Priorities in 2024 were activities supporting the NRW-USA Year 2023/2024; the USA-visit and events
with new University of Cologne Rector Prof. Dr. Joybrato Mukherjee; promoting the UoC to North
American students, researchers, and partners; fostering relationships with UoC alumni; and focus
on the key topics of democracy and science diplomacy.

2024 Editorial Staff: Dr. Eva Bosbach, Christiane Biehl, M.A., Moritz Lohmann
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2.1 Prioritiesin 2024
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Activities Supporting the NRW-USA Year 2023/2024

On the occasion of the NRW-USA Year, inaugurated by Minister-President Hendrik Wist in June 2023
and running through September 2024, the University of Cologhe North America Office continued to
welcome high-profile German political delegations to New York, presenting the UoC’s activities in
the United States and Canada, and holding events to foster transatlantic collaboration. Delegations
visiting in 2024 included:

NRW’s Minister-President Hendrik Wust in California: Minister-President Wust visited the
USA with a focus on security policy and A.l. The trip started on April 14, 2024 and he was
accompanied by a delegation of business and science representatives, as well as
representatives from the film and media, the judiciary, and the aerospace industry. His
activities included numerous meetings in the Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle
regions. Leading up to the trip, UoC’s NY Office cooperated with the German Embassy in
Washington D.C., the NRW State Chancellery, and the home UoC in researching
partnerships and existing collaborations between the federal state and universities,
companies, and other stakeholders in California.

UoC Rector and DAAD President Prof. Dr. Joybrato Mukherjee in New York: In May 2024,
Rector Prof. Mukherjee visited NY for a series of events and meetings co-hosted by the UoC
NY Office alongside a variety of partners such as the DAAD NY, the DWIH NY, the DFG, the



American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AFAvH), American Council on
Germany (ACG) and 1014 — space for ideas. NY based UoC alumni had the opportunity to
meet the new Rector during a dedicated luncheon and a panel discussion as well as a
breakfast briefing that tackled questions of sustainability and international relations within
the scientific community and beyond, highlighting UoC’s global mission.

Nathanael Liminski, Head of the State Chancellery and Minister for Federal, European, and
International Affairs and the Media in North Rhine-Westphalia in Washington D.C.: Alongside
German Ambassador Andreas Michaelis, Minister Liminski was a guest of honor and gave
welcoming remarks at an event on democracy and diplomacy co-hosted in Washington D.C.
by the UoC NY Office. The office coordinated his contribution to the final NRW-USA Year
event in September 2024 in close contact with the State Chancellor’s office.

Two of the UoC North America Office’s key events in 2024, Transatlantic Tandem Talk: On
Thin Ice and the panel discussion Science, Society, and Sustainability - Closing the
Knowledge-Action Gap, as well as the Historic Streetcar Ride in New Orleans during the
NAFSA conference in late May were also part of the initiative and are featured on the official
NRW-USA Year website among several other of the office’s ventures.

The UoC NY Office further contributed to the NRW-Fest in Washington D.C. on June 4 by
providing informational materialillustrating our scientific cooperations throughout the NRW-
USA Year. At this festival around 2000 guests joined from politics, society, business and
science from the federal and state governments.

Finally, the University of Cologne New York Office’s exceptionally active support of the
initiative was acknowledged with a certificate that Minister Liminski personally presented to
Dr. Eva Bosbach at the German Embassy on the occasion of the Day of German Unity 2024.

2.1.2 USA-Visit and Events with New University of Cologne Rector Prof. Dr.

Joybrato Mukherjee

In May 2024 Prof. Dr. Joybrato Mukherjee, Rector of the University of Cologne and President of the
DAAD, visited New York on the occasion of the farewell of the DAAD NY Director and UoC alumnus
Benedikt Brisch. The UoC NY Office supported the Rector’s visit with briefings prior to the trip and
through organizing several events during his stay in cooperation with its NYC-based partner
organizations such as the DWIH NY, the American Friends of AvH, 1014 - space for ideas, the
American Council on Germany (ACG), and the DFG North America Office. Events were arranged to
support a meet and greet of the new Rector with UoC’s New York based alumni, as well as to outline
and promote specific UoC profile topics such as sustainability or international relations on a
transatlantic stage. The activities included:

Farewell of UoC alumnus Benedikt Brisch as DAAD New York Director
Breakfast briefing “Bridging Borders” at ACG on China and security

Exclusive NYC alumni luncheon with Consul General David Gill as guest of honor



e Meeting with UoC NY Office Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach

e Evening panel discussion at 1014 on “Science, Society, and Sustainability - Closing the
Knowledge-Action Gap”

2.1.3 Promoting University of Cologne to North American Students,
Researchers, and Partners

In 2024, the UoC NY Office once again actively participated in various study, research, and career
fairs, which are crucial for attracting top talent from North America at different career stages to the
University of Cologne. The UoC North America Office engaged in the annual NAFSA and GAIN
conferences, targeting international educators and early-career researchers.

At NAFSA, Dr. Bosbach and Christiane Biehl, Head of Department 93 and Deputy Head of the
Division International Affairs, held meetings with representatives of numerous UoC partner
universities. The UoC NY Office also co-organized a historic streetcar reception for partners. During
the 2024 GAIN Annual Conference in San Francisco, the UoC hosted an official GAIN workshop
moderated by Dr. Bosbach, a lunch session, and an information booth featuring a UoC delegation.
Following the GAIN conference, the UoC NY Office co-organized a Post Doc Fair at the German
House in NY. At the (Virtual) Germany Grad Fair 2024, the UoC NY Office participated with a
presentation on “Applying to Graduate Studies in Germany” and advised U.S. undergraduate
students on master’s and PhD programs at the UoC while highlighting the benefits of studying and
living in Cologne. The Northwestern University in Chicago, one of UoC’s partner universities,
organized a “German Career Week” that the UoC NY Office contributed to virtually with a
presentation on “The Benefits of Graduate School in Germany”, especially promoting UoC’s
Graduate Schools and English taught master’s programs. The office also supported the German
Language School Conference (GLSC), by providing information to undergraduate students across
the U.S. about the UoC, highlighting the Studienstart International plus program.

2.1.4 Fostering Relationships with University of Cologne Alumni

As the UoC’s North American liaison office, one important subjective is fostering relationships to the
university’s alumni in the United States and Canada. In 2024, the office organized alumni receptions
for New Year’s and the Holiday season alongside several other German universities’ North American
liaison offices and the German Consulate General in New York. Additionally, the NY based alumni
had the opportunity to meet UoC’s new Rector Prof. Dr. Joybrato Mukherjee during his visit in May.
Catering to alumni across the country, UoC’s NY Office participated in events such as the DWIH’s
New Year’s Reception in San Francisco and an exclusive event in Washington D.C. which was co-
hosted by the office and connected D.C. based alumni with high level guests from our partner
organizations in the nation’s capital.

Furthermore, the office continuously expands UoC’s network of alumni. This year, several new
relationships developed, broadening the network of contacts and exploring new possibilities for
future joint projects. Upon the idea of Rector Mukherjee during his visit in May, at the festive farewell



of German Consul General in New York David Gill UoC’s NY Office Executive Director Dr. Eva
Bosbach presented him with a certificate as Honour-Alumnus of the UoC, honoring his immense
support and active collaboration with the university and its North America Office.

2.1.5 Key Topics: Democracy and Science Diplomacy

Promoting international relations in science and education is fundamental to the work of the NY
Office as the North American representation of the University of Cologne. Particularly in view of
increasing science skepticism and uncertainties about the value of education and international
collaborations, continuous dialogue and exchange across the Atlantic and beyond are central,
challenging tasks.

Science diplomacy has always been a component and characteristic of the work of the office. This
year, the topic was particularly emphasized and promoted, for example by the office active
participation in the DWIH's Future Forum in Washington D.C. “Science Diplomacy in an Era of
Technological Disruption”. Dr. Eva Bosbach represented UoC during the conference, delivered
contributions during the authors’ workshop for the planned conference volume, and moderated a
panel discussion on the role of actors, institutions, and networks within the international scientific
community. As another event example, global connections and the relationships to China were
examined at a breakfast briefing in NY with Rector Prof. Mukherjee.

During the super election year of 2024, especially with regard to the US presidential election and
numerous important state elections in Germany, the office has focused on the importance of strong
international relationships beyond scientific collaboration. UoC’s NY Office was honored to host the
Across the Pond - Politics, Power, Participation virtual event series together with 1014 — space for
ideas and OPEM - Open Embassy for Democracy. Curated and moderated by author, speaker, and
UoC colleague Dr. Tobias Endler, this project created a platform that enables transatlantic exchange
about current political developments. Topics included the role of the constitution, local political
activism, and the ability to reform democratic institutions.

2.2 Executive Summary

The University of Cologne’s North America Office was established in 2011 as part of the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) offices within the German House in New York. Besides the
DAAD New York, the German House in Midtown Manhattan is also home to the German Consulate
General, the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations, the German Academic
International Network (GAIN), several liaison offices of other German universities, the German
Center for Research and Innovation (DWIH), and the German Research Foundation DFG North
America Office — all close partners to the UoC North America Office on different levels, such as for
co-hosting events. Since 2014, the office has been incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
in the state of New York and accordingly a Board oversees its activities.

The UoC NY Office cultivates relations with North American partners and offers researchers from the
University of Cologne platforms to network, highlight their scientific results, and initiate new






German Language School Conference or Forum Deutsch, and other research institutions and
fellowship organizations in the U.S. and Canada.

2.3 Office Location, Partners, DWIH Main Supporter, Infrastructure

The office is located within the German House in New York in Midtown Manhattan, together with the
German Consulate General, the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations, the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) New York, the German Academic International Network (GAIN),
the German Research Foundation (DFG) North America, and the German Center for Research and
Innovation (DWIH) New York. The UoC is a main supporter of the DWIHs New York and San Francisco
and Dr. Bosbach serves on both DWIH Boards. Many events have been organized and funded
together with the DWIH NY, including most of the NY Office’s key events and the Transatlantic
Tandem Talk series.

The UoC North America Office shares the 15™ floor in the German House with the DFG North
America, one staff member of the DAAD NY, and five other liaison offices of German universities,
Universities of Applied Sciences, and alliances offices: University of Freiburg, Heidelberg University,
UAS7 Universities of Applied Sciences (including TH Kdln), University Alliance Ruhr, and Campus
OWL (Ostwestfalen-Lippe). Active collaborations with the liaison offices of other German
universities include the annual Germany Grad Fair, presentations for the Career Boosters German/y
organized by various Goethe Institutes, events for alumni and partners, or »PostDoc Germany« fairs.

The attractive location right across the United Nations Headquarters featuring a large auditorium,
several conference rooms, and a German restaurant presents ideal conditions for the organization
of various lectures, panel discussions, and workshops by the UoC North America Office, providing
platforms for UoC speakers to present their research and interact with partners from the U.S. and
Canada, as well as with stakeholders from the press, diplomatic community, industry, and the
general public.

2.4 Office Staff, Communication, Board, Annual Cologne Week

Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach earned her Ph.D. from the UoC based on a dissertation
comparing Doctoral Education in Germany and the United States, brought several years of
professional experience in higher education administration and research, and has an extensive
active network of partners in both countries. The UoC North America Office and its Executive
Director create a link between regional partners and the UoC and help bridge the cultural and
structural gap that might exist through administrative efforts to successfully forge collaborations
and cooperation with institutions in this partner region. Besides the Executive Director as permanent
staff, the office offers an internship program as part of its service portfolio, hosting UoC students
twice ayearin NYC.

Dr. Bosbach is in regular communication with the UoC Coordinator for North America and Deputy
Director of International Affairs Ms. Christiane Biehl, M.A. and the other Board members. The
frequent communication with the Division International Affairs includes weekly jour fixe zoom calls
and daily emails with Ms. Biehl to update about recent developments and coordinate ongoing
activities. Additional communications by email are held on a need-based basis such as for briefings






2.5 Internationalization of Teacher Education

As a contribution to the UoC goal and measure 3b) of the Internationalization Strategy
“Internationalization of Teacher Education”, the UoC NY Office supports and promotes placements
of teacher training students from the UoC as teaching assistants and interns in the U.S. and Canada.
Already in 2018, the UoC North America Office launched a major campaign in North America with
the goal of establishing a network of U.S. hosting institutions, mainly elementary schools, high
schools, and colleges with German programs — for the UoC internships@schoolsabroad program.
As a result of the campaign, the number of U.S. hosting institutions rose from one to 15 within one
year. In 2024, Dr. Bosbach continued marketing of the successful program in the U.S. and Canada,
for example during bilateral meetings with representatives of UoC partner universities during the
NAFSA 2024 conference and expo in New Orleans. The internships@schoolsabroad program is run
jointly at UoC by the Department of International Mobility and the Centre for Teacher Education (ZfL).

In 2024, the UoC NY Office also successfully connected Robert Schatz, specialist advisor for
German as a foreign language in the southeast of the USA with Katrin Kaiser at the UoC. His link with
Ms. Kaiser benefits the UoC’s internships@schoolsabroad program as well as the teacher training
abroad network UNITE Cologne. Since the first meeting, Robert Schatz already connected Katrin
Kaiser to the Director of a Parents Association which oversees three schools in Miami that are highly
interested in hosting incoming interns from UoC’s teacher training programs.

At the 2024 annual NAFSA conference and expo 2024 in New Orleans, Dr. Bosbach and Christiane
Biehl informed representatives of partner universities about the UoC programs to internationalize
teacher education available to their institutions.

Also in 2024, the University of Cologne as a funding and coordinating member of the European
University for Well-Being (EUniWell) continued fostering last year’s newly established partnership
with Columbia University’s Teachers College in New York City by several activities such as
supporting and promoting UoC Prof. Christian Rolle’s work as a visiting scholar at the college
including an event as part of the TC’s Speaker Series.

2.6 Internships for UoC Students, Including at the UoC New York
Office

Internships of UoC students in North America are being supported by the UoC North America Office
in multiple ways. The office highlights internship opportunities at partner organizations in North
America to interested UoC students and supports them in finding accommodations in NYC. Interns
who come to New York are welcomed by the Executive Director at the North America Office,
providing an extra resource for information and support at their destination, including office space if
needed.

In February 2024, the UoC NY Office assisted in facilitating internships for UoC students at the
United Nations through advertising opportunities brought to us through UoC alumna Antje
Watermann, currently working at the UN, and for internships for UoC legal trainees through our other
contacts at the United Nations and the German Permanent Mission. Yet another UoC student could



be connected to the NRW State Chancellery for a potential internship thanks to contacts the NY
office made through its participation in various events for the NRW-USA Year 2023/2024.

In October 2019, the UoC NY Office launched its own signature internship program with a first
trainee. Since then, every year one shorter internship in the spring and one longer one in the
autumn/winter is offered exclusively to UoC students as part of the service portfolio of the UoC NY
Office to the home university. The interns support all ongoing operational and analytical activities as
well as current projects and events of the office in close cooperation with the Executive Director.
This includes the preparation of presentations, event summaries, drafting mailings, texts for reports
and funding applications, various research tasks, as well as marketing and social media assistance.
The 2024 interns were Lucia Madro and Moritz Lohmann.

2.6.1 Internship Testimonial April to June 2024

My internship at the University of Cologne NY Office in Spring 2024 was an incredibly rewarding
experience. | had the opportunity to support Dr. Eva Bosbach in a range of tasks, including managing
social media content, planning events, assisting with delegation visits, and administrative work. This
internship gave me hands-on experience in international higher education and transatlantic
academic cooperation. The dynamic work environment allowed me to grow professionally while
deepening my understanding of cross-border education and how to strengthen the relationship
between the University of Cologne and their partner organizations as well as other German liaison
offices.

| am grateful for being provided with such a heterogeneous field of tasks and for getting the chance
to represent the UoC alongside Dr. Bosbach. | will undoubtedly miss the countless opportunities of
learning, the sense of being part of a global hub of innovation and ideas, and especially the
excitement of living in New York with its diversity, cultural variety, and constant vibrancy.

— Lucia Madro




2.6.2 Internship Testimonial September 2024 to March 2025

My time as an intern at the University of Cologne New York Office was truly unforgettable. | feel
honored to have been able to support Dr. Eva Bosbach with representing my university across North
America. Engaging in the office’s various events, welcoming delegations in NY, collaborating with
alumni in the U.S. and Canada, and amplifying the office’s mission on social media all contributed
greatly to broadening and enhancing my professional skill set. Working alongside a wide variety of
North American partner universities, organizations, and other stakeholders was incredibly
interesting, offering a unique perspective on the higher education landscape and its network of
transatlantic colleagues. Establishing relationships with University of Cologne’s partners as well as
connecting with actors and institutions in my personal field of research was beneficial in many
regards: It expanded my knowledge on the importance of international academic exchange and
provided me with the opportunity to cultivate relationships that will be tremendously helpful for my
career going forward. | deeply appreciate Dr. Bosbach’s invaluable mentorship in this experience
and sincerely thank her for playing a crucial part in catalyzing my personal and professional growth.

— Moritz Lohmann

2.7 Work With Alumni in North America

Former students and researchers who spent time or earned their degree at the UoC can be key
multipliers and ambassadors for the UoC in their current countries and their present study,
research, or other work environments. They can share their experiences and are able to convey a
credible testimonial. Some alumni can also be engaged in giving back to their university in terms of
financial sponsorship or active participation in events and initiatives. Thus, event announcements
and other UoC marketing activities are regularly communicated to UoC alumni, friends, and partners
by the UoC NY Office, keeping them informed about and engaged with their alma mater.

To reach and keep in touch with as many as possible of the UoC alumni in North America, the UoC
NY Office maintains and regularly updates a list of UoC alumni and partners who reside in the region.
In 2024, the UoC NY Office continued to expand UoC’s list of alumni, referring new contacts to
KolnAlumni. Notable editions this year include Cornelia Jarasch, Deputy Political Coordinator at the



Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United Nations and Prof. Klaus Larres,
Richard M Krasno Distinguished Professor at UNC-Chapel Hill, Global Fellow at the Wilson Center,
and columnist on U.S. related topics for the Kélner Stadt Anzeiger.

The UoC NY Office both organizes and is actively involved in numerous alumni and partner events
taking place in New York and other cities in the U.S. and Canada. On these occasions, alumnireceive
updates on recent UoC news and developments, Cologne and UoC giveaways, and briefings about
opportunities for donations, if interested. Examples of such formats are the New Year’s receptions
foralumni atthe residences of German Consuls Generalin New York and San Francisco, the Cologne
Karneval get-togethers in New York, the annual holiday reception organized jointly by the liaison
offices of German universities in New York, and alumni and partner events in Canada. For specific
events in 2024 cf. chapter Academic Events.

In yet a different format of alumni-related activities and offers, the NY Office engages UoC alumni in
events to promote the UoC as an excellent destination for study and research. As an example in
2024, UoC alumna and bestselling author Sandra Navidi was one of the panelists at the Transatlantic
Tandem Talks event series. Alongside Dr. Maureen Edobor, Assistant Professor of Law at the
Washington and Lee School of Law and Dr. Yaena Kwon, another UoC alumna, visiting scholar at
Harvard University and journalist, she discussed election campaign financing ahead of the
presidential election in the United States.

The UoC NY Office also functions as a bridge between alumni and the university, which, forexample,
can be seen with UoC alumnus Jannik Martens reaching out to the NY Office to inform about his
current research and regarding potential future ventures at one of UoC’s North American partner
universities. The UoC NY Office also actively promotes summer schools taking place in Cologne to
North American alumni as potential participants, such as in the KélnAlumni WELTWEIT summer
school. Every year, 2-3 North American alumni come to Cologne to participate specifically in the
KolnAlumni WELTWEIT summer school.

Close relationships are being maintained with UoC VIP alumni in the U.S. such as Eva Maria Marks,
Head of Department for Press and Communications at the German Consulate General (until July of
2024) and Director of the Goethe-Institut New York Dr. Jorg Schumacher. Finally, events are attended
and promoted with the German Ambassador to the UN and UoC alumna Antje Leendertse.

2.8 Third-Party Funding

As the costs for events, travel, and booth expenses at academic and networking fairs are significant,
the office regularly applies for third-party funding for the organization of events and the participation
in career and networking fairs. For these purposes, Dr. Bosbach consistently secures third-party
funding from partner institutions such as the German Center for Research and Innovation (DWIH)
New York, the German Consulate NY, the German Federal Foreign Office (AA), the German Embassy
in Washington D.C., the DFG North America, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF),
the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Deutsches Haus at New York University (NYU), and
1014 - space for ideas. Past contributors also include UoC Clusters of Excellence CEPLAS and






2.9 Public Relations, Marketing & Social Media

The UoC New York Office is instrumental in promoting the UoC in North America as an excellent
study and research institution and in utilizing corresponding scientific platforms, event formats, and
communication channels for UoC scientists to present their research in this region. The UoC NY
Office has its own website within the UoC online presence, maintains an active X (formerly Twitter)
account, publishes on LinkedIn, contributes to press releases in English and German and to the
UoC’s expresso magazine, and provides content for Facebook and Instagram posts by the Division
International Affairs.

In 2024 the office launched an Instagram account which has gained almost 400 followers with
consistent growth and is viewed around 8,000 times per month.

The office further reaches out to North American UoC alumni and partners in collaboration with
KolnAlumni, KoélnAlumni WELTWEIT, and the Division International Affairs via XING/LinkedIn and
email, supplies content to the newsletters of the German Consulate New York, DAAD, and DWIH NY,
Deutsches Haus at NYU, 1014 - Space for Ideas and other partners, and provides information on
joint activities for the partner web pages.

To keep in touch with UoC alumni, friends and partners, a comprehensive contact database of over
8,500 contacts is being maintained and used for invitations to large-scale events such as the
Transatlantic Tandem Talks that were established in 2021 on the occasion of the 10" UoC NY Office
anniversary and are co-hosted with ten partner institutions across Germany and the U.S. By
partnering with prominent organizations such as the German Consulate New York and the German
Embassy in Washington, D.C., the office widened its network and marketing channels, resulting in
an average of 300 registrations per event.

The task portfolio of the UoC NY Office finds a larger context in cooperation with the city of Cologne,
where Executive Director Dr. Bosbach maintains connections to the AmerikaHaus NRW e.V. and the
Cologne Convention Bureau. The bureau sends Cologne-themed giveaways to the office such as
Cologne cathedral pins and keychains, pens, and tote bags, which are popular giveaways at events,
cross-promoting the City of Cologne and its university. Additionally, the UoC NY Office actively
supports current UoC campaigns such as in 2020 the KélnAlumni #abschlussindertasche initiative.

To further support marketing purposes, the UoC NY Office uses diverse UoC corporate design
products, developed in close cooperation with the Communications & Marketing Department (D8),
Division Research Management (D7), and the Division International Affairs (D9). These include print
publications, PowerPoint presentations and image films, information materials, rollups, leaflets
catering to different target groups, business cards, and UoC giveaways. To provide better service to
interested students and scholars, D9 and D7 have developed various guides and publications, such
as the short overviews »Research in Cologne« and »Study in Cologne«. Together with specific flyers
by faculties, Clusters of Excellence, and graduate schools, these materials are systematically
presented at UoC NY events at the in-person or digital UoC booth.

One focus of the contributions to various marketing channels is to promote and document the
ongoing activities of the UoC NY Office year-round through upfront advertisements and invitations



as well as to publish press releases, follow-up reports, photo galleries and video recordings of
selected events.

A second focus area is promoting aspects of study and research at UoC that might not be directly
connected to the office. These include postings of current UoC job advertisements, promoting
various educational and research opportunities such as English master’s programs or the
Studienstart International plus, and highlighting achievements by UoC researchers and other
milestones such as new publications, awards, ranking results, or new DFG Collaborative Research
Centers (SFBs).

Finally, UoC press releases are being used by Dr. Bosbach as a tool to get in touch with UoC
researchers by congratulating them on achievements and presenting opportunities for future
collaborations such as for a joint event.

2.10 Social Media: Website, X, Instagram, YouTube, Linkedln

The UoC NY Office’s social media channels play a vital part in supporting the office’s marketing
strategies by promoting events, supporting and interacting with partners’ channels, and
documenting activities. For the UoC NY Office internship program for instance, the office markets
the calls on several digital channels of the UoC, such as on the website, via X, Instagram, and through
the Division International Affairs and Centers for International Relations (ZIBs) in the individual
faculties. Through these channels, the office receives an average of 20 applications and usually
holds three interviews for each position.

The website of the UoC NY Office introduces the office and its general offers. It also includes a
calendar of upcoming events, and, as additional marketing tools, a PowerPoint presentation on the
services of the NY Office available to UoC scholars and administrators, as well as a link to a copy of
the »Annual Report of UoC’s North America Activities«. The website also includes a link to a
dedicated UoC NY Office playlist within the UoC YouTube channel, created in 2020 and featuring
recordings of some of the offices highlight events, including the Transatlantic Tandem Talks. The
playlist proves to be an essential addition to the office’s activities, as even more audiences can be
reached globally by providing online recordings of both in-person and virtual events. Recordings of
the 2024 key events reached around 700 views by the end of the year.

The UoC NY Office X account @UniCologneNY was launched in 2012 and operates in addition to the
main UoC X account @UniCologne, as well as the accounts of the Division International Affairs
@UniColognelO, the India Office @UniColognelND, Department Research Management
@UniCologne_D7, and other specific accounts such as @artesCologne, @ceres UoC, @CECAD_,
@ceplas_1, @ECON_ tribute, or @WiSoUniCologne. By the end of 2024, the UoC NY X account
reached 1,900 followers.

The content of the @UniCologneNY tweets focuses on events and activities of the UoC NY Office,
research highlights and significant events from the UoC, as well as study, research, job, and funding
opportunities. It is also being used to promote current university rankings, announcing new UoC NY
Office interns, or for further information on the university and city of Cologne as well as on life and
opportunities in Germany.



The new Instagram account @unicologne_ny launched in 2024 proved a valuable addition to the
social media and marketing strategy of UoC’s NY Office, gaining close to 400 followers by the end of
the year with a monthly average of 8,000 profile views and interactions. The target group reached on
Instagram differs from the ones on LinkedIn and X by being generally younger, which allows for a
more diverse audience to view and potentially interact with the UoC NY Office’s content.

As part of the office’s marketing efforts to improve traffic on social media channels and support the
overall visibility of the office, partner social media campaigns are supported with active
contributions whenever applicable.

In addition to the Website, Instagram, and X accounts, Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach also
promotes all major events and their recordings as well as breaking news and research highlights
from UoC on LinkedIn. Announcements of the UoC NY Office are further being shared by UoC’s press
department and alumni office on their websites, Facebook, X, and Instagram accounts, as well as
occasionally in UoC’s expresso magazine (examples follow).

2.10.1 Collaborative Postings with UoC’s Partners for Joint Events

For numerous events in 2024, the UoC NY Office has published posts on Instagram in collaboration
with the respective partner organizations. This was used, for example, with UA Ruhr and the
American Friends of the AvH as part of the Democracy and Diplomacy event in Washington D.C., the
final event of the NRW-USA Year 2023/2024 initiative. Another example was the cross-promoting
among partners for the Transatlantic Tandem Talks or for the Across the Pond series with 1014 -
space for ideas. This feature allowed the account to expand its reach and highlight UoC’s large
network of partners in the USA to American, German and international followers.

2.10.2 Instagram Campaign with the German American Partnership
Program (GAPP)

The University of Cologne (NY Office) participated in an Instagram campaign with the German
American Partnership Program (GAPP). GAPP facilitates bilateral transatlantic exchanges between
schools in the U.S. and Germany, and with 750+ U.S. schools in their network, they are the largest
bilateral exchange program between the U.S. and another country. The cooperation aims at
promoting learning and speaking German in the U.S. to foster transatlantic school exchanges. The
University of Cologne was featured and promoted in a “Reel” on Instagram, with the goal of attracting
a new generation of German speaking students to studying at the UoC.

In cooperating with GAPP, the UoC NY office also connected Ajkuna Hoppe, Executive Director of
GAPP, with Oliver Gleich and Winfried Mengelkamp of the NRW Minister President’s office to explore
potential collaborations between NRW and high schools in the U.S.



Dr. Eva Bosbach

. Rebecca Theix

2.11 Interviews, Articles, Blogs

As part of the public relations activities, Dr. Bosbach grants interviews, prompts the publication of
articles, and moderates panel discussions, leveraging the expertise of the office through additional
channels.

2111 UoC Magazine expresso Highlights the NY Office and its Key-
Events

The magazine expresso covers all activities concerning the university and its staff, promoting them
to all UoC colleagues to inform them of current events, news, and accomplishments that are
important for UoC’s marketing strategy. The NY office was featured several times throughout 2024:

0 “on-site: UoC Regional Offices Week 01 to 05 July” (Issue 13, 06/24)

0 “transatlantic: University of Cologne at the German Academic International Network
(GAIN24)” (Issue 18, 09/02)

0 “save the date: Transatlantic Tandem Talk ‘What Does a Presidency Cost? Election
Campaign Financing in the U.S. and Germany’” (Issue 18, 09/02)

0 “last but not least: Honour Alumnus distinction for David Gill” (Issue 19, 09/16)

0 “completed: The NRW-USA year 2023/2024” (Issue 21, 10/14)

Transatlantic exchange at the German Academic Regional Offices Week in Cologne

International Network (GAIN24)




2.11.2 UoC Featured as Main Supporter on DWIH SF Website

UoC is a main supporter and Dr. Bosbach a board member of the DWIH SF. Their landing page for
the category Network and Supporters on the website features a picture of former UoC NY office
intern Rebecca Thies with alumni and partners, participating at DWIH SF’s New Year’s reception in
January 2024.

2.11.3 February 14: UoC Website Posts About Key-Event with CEPLAS on
Plant ACT! in NY and Washington D.C.

As the NY Office of the University of Cologne, we communicate the university's research projects to
a broad audience in North America and serve as an amplifier. Herein, the focus lies particularly on
the clusters of excellence. The office's events with CEPLAS and PlantACT! in New York and
Washington D.C. in March 2023 were featured on the university's website in 2024, which helps to
increase the visibility both of the clusters of excellence and of the foreign liaison office’s service
offerings to UoC and beyond.
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CEPLAS members in New York and Washington
04/04/2023

Andreas Weber, Stanislav Kopriva and Svenja Augustin participated in a series of events in
the US to present CEPLAS and the initiative Plant ACT!

2.11.4 March 14: UoC NY Office Participates in Wishing Farewell to
Secretary General of the AvH Enno Aufderheide

On the occasion of the retirement of the long-standing Secretary General of the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation Dr. Enno Aufderheide, Dr. Eva Bosbach participated in a video assembling



clips from partners, colleagues, and friends that wish him well for his next life chapter. He was in
touch with the office on multiple occasions such as at the annual GAIN conferences.
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2.11.5 October: UoC NY Office Events and Award for Executive Director
Featured on NRW-USA Year 2023/2024 Website

UoC’s NY Office was a particularly active and committed partner and supporter of the NRW-USA
Year 2023/2024 initiative, which NRW’s Minister President Wist launched last year. The office
promoted a large number of events in 2023 and 2024 under the initiative's label, thereby underlining
and deepening the special partnership between the federal state and the USA. In this context, the
UoC-co-hosted events were continuously announced in the calendar on the project website. After
the initiative’s conclusion in September 2024, Dr. Eva Bosbach was honored as a special supporter
on behalf of the university with a certificate, presented by Minister Liminski at the German Embassy
during the Day of German Unity celebrations. The award presentation was featured on the NRW-
USA-Year website.
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Dr. Eva Bosbach, Head of the North America Office of the University of Cologne in New York, received a partner certificate from Minister Nathanael Liminski



2.12 Newsletters From Partner Organizations

In cooperation with its partners, the UoC NY Office provides content to their newsletters such as
about upcoming events or job postings. Published monthly, the GAIN newsletter is vital to reach
German researchers currently living in the U.S. The UoC NY office works in close contact with the
newsletter’s editorial team to include up to date UoC job postings every month. For the newsletters
of the German Consulate New York, DAAD North America, 1014 - space of ideas, Deutsches Haus
at NYU, and the American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Office supplies
content and visual entries about upcoming events on a regular basis. In 2024, key events such as the
Transatlantic Tandem Talks in March and September or the networking luncheon on democracy and
diplomacy in September in Washington D.C. were promoted in many partner newsletters.

The DWIH New York has implemented a section for ‘Events and Supporter News’ in their monthly
newsletter since mid-2020. The University of Cologne has been featured in most of the issues, for
example with invitations to the Transatlantic Tandem Talks where the DWIH NY is the main partner
organization of the series or with press releases about important findings by UoC researchers. In
2024, news from the UoC were featured in every month’s newsletter, with the material selected and
provided to DWIH NY by the UoC NY Office:

0 “University of Cologne Achieves Top Results in Two International Subject Rankings”
(January)

0 “University of Cologne Researchers Find That Clinical Predictive Models Created by Al Are
Accurate but Study-Specific” (February)

0 “University of Cologne’s Climate Research: How Stable Is the Antarctic Ice Sheet?” (March)

0 “University of Cologne Receives DAAD Funding to Qualify International Talent” (April)

0 “Archaeologists from University of Cologne Confirm Human Impact on Increase in
Biodiversity” (May)

0 “UoC Researchers from the Cluster of Excellence Cellular Stress Responses (CECAD)
Reveal Randomness in Biological Aging” (June)

0 “University of Cologne Holds the Top Position in Germany with a Total of 16 CRCs as the
Managing University” (July)

0 “UoC Astronomers and Astrophysicists Discover High-Speed Young Stars Near Milky Way’s
Black Hole” (August)

0 “University of Cologne Geoscientists Track Down the Asteroid That Sealed the Fate of the
Dinosaurs” (September)

0 “University of Cologne Researchers Improve Lung Cancer Diagnosis with Al” (September)

0 “Two ERC Starting Grants for Scientists at the University of Cologne” (October)

0 “University of Cologne Scientists Discover How Gene Regulation Changes Over a Lifetime”
(October)

0 “The University of Cologne Is One of the Top 3 Start-up Universities in Germany” (November)



3 ACTIVITIES

3.1. Advising, Mobility, and Research and Career Fairs

Studienstart International plus, B.A. and M.A. Students

Opportunities at the University of Cologne for U.S. and Canadian students interested in our
preparatory program Studienstart International plus, in undergraduate studies, and in UoC’s
master’s programs are promoted by the UoC North America Office through active attendance,
presentations, and distribution of information materials at various high-profile educational fairs and
other events throughout the year. Inquiries from prospective students, their parents, principals,
advisors, and schoolteachers are being addressed in high numbers and in person at these events, at
workshops, and whenever possible at a dedicated UoC booth. Prospective students are invited to
take home information materials such as the »Study in Cologne« flyer, various small informational
cards by D7 with a QR code, or a Studienstart International plus flyer designed specifically for the
U.S. and Canada target group. Further marketing and awareness are being pursued by the
distribution of UoC giveaways.

Prospective students and other potential multipliers are encouraged to register in a sign-up sheet
provided at the UoC North America Office information booth to receive follow-up information after
the event. These emails include general information about the UoC as well as a link to a contact form
to be matched with the advising team and are being sent either from the UoC North America Office
or from the Admissions team of the Division International Affairs. Other marketing and recruitment
channels include webinars at virtual career days and other online events; X, Instagram, and LinkedIn
announcements; email distributions to partner universities; and shipments of information materials
to events held by UoC partner organizations throughout North America.

Various study and research options are being marketed with U.S. and Canadian students as well as
an internationally mobile student target group in mind. Inquiries of students to pursue a master’s
degree program at the UoC are usually higher in numbers than B.A. study requests, likely because
the majority of undergraduate programs at the UoC are offered in German only. An exception are
requests by the significant group of high school students with very good German language skills but
without a German Abitur, which is why special focus has been placed on the marketing of our fast-
track preparatory program Studienstart International plus in North America. A number of activities
of the office have been devoted solely to this goal and its target group of students, parents, teachers,
and school principals.

Queries received by the North America Office as well as the number of X and LinkedIn followers have
increased every year since the office has been operational, and on the new Instagram account
throughout this year. Beyond significant initial gains, the recruitment activities have contributed to a
stabilization at high levels (except for pandemic-related travel and in-person learning restrictions in
2020-2022) of student mobility across all mobility categories such as of incoming students from and
outgoing students to partner universities, and incoming degree-seeking students.



Student Mobility: Incoming Students Number of incoming students from partner universities

2014/15 | 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24
41 48 54 62 55 66 12 18 42 32
Student Mobility: Incoming Students Degree-seeking U.S. & Canadian students at UoC
2014/ | 2015/ | 2016/ | 2017/ | 2018/ | 2019/ | 2020/ | 2021/ | 2022/ | 2023/ | 2024/
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Summer 78 93 82 79 85 93 88 95 82 93 88
Winter 95 98 84 95 110 100 94 93 98 98 94
Student Mobility: Outgoing Students Number of outgoing students to partner universities
2014/15 | 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24
56 123 127 113 110 91 21 128 144 93

Ph.D. Students

The UoC North America Office functions as a first point of contact and information nexus for
prospective or current Ph.D. students on both sides of the Atlantic. It provides North American
master and Ph.D. students with interest in doctoral studies or postdoctoral research at the UoC with
key information about study and research opportunities at the university and its scientific culture.
The UoC NY Office also assists in identifying and referring to suitable Ph.D. advisors at the UoC. The
flyer “Research in Cologne”, as well as brochures from numerous UoC graduate schools as well as
the four UoC Clusters of Excellence are an integral part of the informational materials presented at
career fairs and other events.

In addition to advising during workshops and at the UoC booth at various in-person or virtual events,
the NY Office advertises Ph.D. and postdoctoral positions at the UoC through posts on its X,
Instagram, and LinkedIn, in webinars, and via targeted email distributions to North American partner
universities. Also, the flyers “Study in Cologne” and “Research in Cologne” are a regular part of the
available take-home information materials in the lobby of the German House New York, being



replenished by the UoC NY Office as needed. These light-weight flyers are popular and handy, and it
is beneficial if they can be kept up to date as a simple and effective summary information tool.

Guest Scholars and Professorships

The North America Office also informs prospective postdoctoral researchers, guest scholars, and
faculty about opportunities at the UoC for research and teaching. Examples are the Global Faculty
program as well as the promotion of currently open positions at the UoC for junior group leaders and
professors. Available opportunities are presented through advising in person and in UoC-as-an-
employer branded presentations at various annual events dedicated to this target group, such asin
the past at the European Career Fair (ECF), organized by the MIT European Club at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, MA, or annually at the German Academic
International Network (GAIN) conference and talent fair, usually held in Boston, MA or San
Francisco, CA. At GAIN, every year more than 500 early-career researchers interested in faculty
positions in Germany meet with German scientists and key stakeholders in German basic and
applied research as well as science policy and the UoC NY Office extensively tailors its presence to
this group via workshops and targeted networking events throughout each GAIN conference.

Another example of activities aiming at informing postdoctoral researchers about opportunities at
the UoC are the in-person PostDoc Fairs held in NYC typically right after the GAIN conferences to
pool resources with other German universities and their partially still present delegations.

The UoC as atopresearch destinationis also being promoted on all available social media channels,
and through information materials such as brochures representing cutting-edge UoC research.
Examples besides the general and widely promoted »Research in Cologne« flyer include brochures
by the UoC’s four Clusters of Excellence on aging research (CECAD), plant sciences (CEPLAS),
markets and public policy (ECONtribute) and matter and light for quantum computing (ML4Q). Other
research-related information is provided in leaflets such as in the bilingual brochure »Research
Projects of the University of Cologne’s Faculty of Arts and Humanities«. Prospective guest scholars
or international faculty are also advised about other aspects of the academic life at UoC such as
mentoring, coaching, dual career, and family support, and provided with information about the city
of Cologne as a place to work and live.

Through this comprehensive advisory structure and beyond its positive recruitment impact,
numerous successful collaborations with guest scholars, both incoming and outgoing, have been
achieved and supported. Established on the occasion of the 10" anniversary of the UoC NY Office,
many specific transatlantic co-operations have been highlighted since through the Transatlantic
Tandem Talks series, featuring scientific collaboration of UoC faculty members with U.S.
researchers such as from the University of California, Berkeley, or the Brooklyn Law School.

The UoC NY Office also supports the Cologne International Forum (CIF) with connecting scholars on
both sides of the Atlantic to the and with promoting the CIF grants calls to North American partner
universities as well as via social media.



Scholar Mobility: Guest Scholars Number of guest scholars from the U.S. & Canada at UoC

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

48

50

53

49

59

29

13

46

64

50

Virtual Exchange, Digital, and Hybrid Formats

The abrupt transition from in-person to online learning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has
made digital teaching and learning an essential prerequisite for acquiring knowledge and
competence. Prior to the pandemic, the UoC NY Office already collected first-hand experience with
virtual formats, ranging from exhibiting at virtual fairs to presenting at webinars and offering online
workshops. The then significant transition to operating exclusively online for about two years has
built on this knowledge and enabled the NY Office to design formats specifically catered towards a
virtual audience. Initiated in 2022 and continued throughout 2024, the NY Office is practicing a
double-line model of in-person and online activities, taking care of both local and virtual audiences.

Meetings with the North American liaison offices of German universities and other partners such as
the DWIHs New York and San Francisco have been conducted in parallel online and in-person in
2024, allowing for a larger number of colleagues to be integrated on a regular basis and independent
of their location.

Continuing to hold some of the NY Office’s own events digitally throughout 2024, as established in
2022, allowed the Office to reach a wider and more diverse transatlantic, sometimes global
audience. The video recordings of our key events, published in the UoC NY Office playlist on the UoC
YouTube channel have proven very popular and allow the office to reach new audiences who were
not able to participate directly. Our two Transatlantic Tandem Talks in 2024 both reached over 300
additional views on the UoC YouTube channel, several recordings of past events reached over 1000
views online.

3.1.1 January 17: Guest Lecture on International Higher Education at Baruch
College

Athirdyearinarow UoC NY Office Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach was invited as a guest speaker
to give a presentation on the University of Cologne’s internationalization strategy and activities as
part of the “International Higher Education: Policies and Practices" course at Baruch College, New
York. Aside from offering an overview of Germany’s higher education institutions as well as
introducing the students to the city and University of Cologhe, Dr. Bosbach explained the goals,
structure, and measures put in place by the UoC to position itself as an international, open-minded,
and intercultural university, focusing especially on the Division International Affairs’ work and
examples of the North America Office’s activities. The presentation was met with high interest from
the students as well as with positive feedback from the course leader.



International Higher Education:
University of Cologne
and its North America Office

3.1.2 March 6: Connecting UoC’s Prof. Becker-Genschow with U.S. Partners

University of Cologne's Prof. Sebastian Becker-Genschow reached out to the UoC NY Office to
exchange advice on establishing relationships with North American researchers for potential joint
projects and collaboration. In a virtual meeting with Dr. Eva Bosbach and Christiane Biehl, he
presented his current focus on Artificial Intelligence and explained his interest in fostering relations
with U.S.-American and Canadian researchers as they could present valuable connections for his
work going forward. Dr. Eva Bosbach suggested reaching out to the DWIHs in New York and San
Francisco as their focus in 2024 lies on “Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological Disruption”
with A.l. being one major topic. Dr. Bosbach further offered to reach out to UoC’s North American
partner universities about their work, current projects, and researchers in this field.

3.1.3 March 6: Fostering the Indianapolis-Cologne Sister City Partnership with
Melissa Hopson

On March 6, Dr. Eva Bosbach and Christiane Biehl met virtually with Melissa Hopson, President of
the Indianapolis-Cologne Sister City Committee. Mrs. Hopson illustrated different initiatives and
projects that the committee is currently planning, including a trip of a professional study group from
Indianapolis to Cologne that is scheduled for autumn of 2025. She reported that at least 16 members
of this delegation are interested in pursuing studies in Cologne with interest in German constitution
law, civil rights, differences between German and U.S. economics, and a transatlantic comparison
of medical policies. Following this meeting, Dr. Bosbach connected Ms. Hopson with Stefan Freihaut
from the Cologne Convention Bureau. Together they will further plan next year’s trip to Cologne with
the UoC potentially supporting with meetings at the university regarding opportunities for
international incoming students, especially in the mentioned subjects of interest.




3.1.4 May 28-31: Strengthening Partnerships at NAFSA Conference & Expo

The 2024 NAFSA conference took place from May 28 to 31 at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center. Christiane Biehl, Head of Department 93 and Deputy Head of the Division
“International Affairs” and Dr. Eva Bosbach participated in the week-long conference with over 8,000
attendees on behalf of the UoC.

Together with colleagues from the University of Bonn’s International Office, they staffed the joint
“Bonn Cologne Universities" booth at the Germany pavilion where they informed visitors about the
UoC and potential partnership opportunities. As part of the fair, they held pre-scheduled meetings
with representatives from UoC partner universities including the University of South Alabama,
Masaryk University Brno, Tel Aviv University, Northwestern University, University of Minnesota,
University of British Columbia, Duquesne University, Monash University, University of Sydney,
University of West Alabama, Université de Montréal, University of California Riverside, University of
North Carolina Wilmington, and Thompson Rivers University.

Together with the University of Bonn and University Alliance Ruhr and as another contribution to the
NRW-USA Year 2023/2024, the University of Cologne New York Office organized a special NAFSA
warm-up event, a historic streetcar ride for alumni and partners (cf. chapter 3.2).

Ms. Biehl and Dr. Bosbach further networked during the German Participants’ Morning, organized
prior to the conference by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) USA, DAAD Germany,
and DAAD Canada, as well as at several receptions including from DAAD, Fulbright Germany, OeAD,
and Fulbright Austria; TU9’s “Drinks and Nibbles”, the Czech Reception, Monash Lunch Reception,
and the University of Sydney Luncheon. Another networking opportunity was the NAFSA Poster Fair
and a live event with Luis von Ahn, the CEO of Duolingo.




3.1.5 June 20: Presentation at GISNY in White Plains

OnJune 20,the UoC New York Office, alongside the liaison offices of UAS7 and University Heidelberg
as well as the DAAD hosted an in-person info session at the German International School New York
(GISNY) in White Plains. The event aimed to inform students in classes from 9-11 about the
possibilities and application requirements for studying in Germany. Together with UoC NY Office
intern Lucia Madro, Dr. Bosbach presented on the higher education landscape in Germany, the city
and University of Cologne, and gave specific examples of tools to find out what to study and how to
apply to the University of Cologne.




3.1.6 August 22-25: Representing UoC at the GAIN Conference in San
Francisco with Talent Fairand UoC Workshop

The annual GAIN conference is a large German science and research career fair, taking place
annually in Boston and San Francisco respectively, where early career researchers and
representatives from all areas of the German research landscape come together for three days of
exchange, learning and networking. The 2024 GAIN conference took place in San Francisco from
August 22 to 25, with a UoC delegation including Rector Prof. Joybrato Mukherjee in his role as DAAD
President, Vice Rector for Academic Career and Staff Development Prof. Ines Neundorf, Deputy
Director Research Management Frank Wascheck, Neuroscientist Dr. Graziana Gatto, and Dr.
Bosbach.

Germany’s Minister for Education and Research Bettina Stark-Watzinger and Prof. Mukherjee
provided welcoming remarks at GAIN’s opening ceremony, and at an evening reception Consul
General Oliver Schramm welcomed GAIN to San Francisco. A delegation of German Members of
Parliament joined the Minister for a panel expressing Germany’s support of the international
academic network and exchanging with the postdoc attendees.

At the conference itself, the UoC team individually advised around 25 participants by staffing a
dedicated UoC booth and hosting a UoC lunch session. UoC's most important contribution was an
official GAIN workshop, featuring several university presidents and moderated by Dr. Bosbach. 34
attendees joined to explore "Individual Career Paths in Science — Actively Shaping Career Phases
and Transitions, Taking into Account Funding Opportunities". Together with additional individual
consultations throughout the conference, a total of around 90 participants were informed about
career opportunities at the UoC. As a highlight in 2024, Gesa Dinges, Neuroscientist at the West
Virginia University and UoC alumna, won the DWIH SF-sponsored Grand Prize of $3,000 at GAIN’s
2024 Science Slam.

A digital version of the UoC workshop was held in September at the digital GAIN event, cf. separate
event entry 3.1.8. below.




3.1.7 August 26: Post Doc Fair at the German House with UoC Booth and Pitch

On August 26, the University of Cologne New York Office, together with liaison offices from nine other
German universities, the Hasso Plattner Institute, the German Center for Research and Innovation
(DWIH) New York, the German Research Foundation (DFG) North America, and the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) hosted a networking event at the German House New York for
researchers at the beginning of their academic careers. Besides a keynote on how Al can advance
individual research careers, attendees visited booths by various organizations including the UoC,
staffed by Vice-Rector Prof. Ines Neundorf and Dr. Bosbach. Prof. Neundorf also presented a
university pitch that focused on the UoC and its specific offers for early career researchers.



3.1.8 September 19: Representing UoC at the Digital GAIN Workshop

Following this year’s GAIN conference in San Francisco in August (cf. 3.1.6), UoC participated in the
network’s digital workshop for all those interested in pursuing a research career in Germany who did
not make it to the Bay-Area in-person. Vice Rector for Academic Career and Staff Development Prof.
Ines Neundorf, Deputy Director Research Management Frank Wascheck, Neuroscientist Dr.
Graziana Gatto, and Dr. Bosbach represented the UoC, providing a digital version of the UoC
workshop on "Individual Career Paths in Science — Actively Shaping Career Phases and Transitions,
Taking Into Account Funding Opportunities”, previously held at the in-person conference in San
Francisco. The UoC team was joined by representatives from the TH Kéln and the University of Bonn,
answering questions and supporting around 35 attendees.
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3.1.9 October 1: Meet and Greet with ZfA Advisor Robert Schatz

On October 1 Dr. Eva Bosbach held a virtual meet and greet with Robert Schatz, specialist advisor
for German as a foreign language for the southeast of the USA. Together with Katrin Kaiser from
UoC'’s International Office, who oversees the internationalization of teacher’s education programs
Dr. Bosbach discussed possible future joined activities such as a virtual event in 2025 for the
regional German Saturday schools on the topic of studying in Germany or placement options for UoC
teacher training students in institutions in Georgia or Florida within UoC’s
internships@schoolsabroad program. Other topics included introductions to the Studienstart



International plus preparatory course, the Cologne Summer Schools, the Cologne Global Study
Program, specific landing pages where families can inform themselves about studying at UoC on the
university website, and opportunities for collaboration with the DWIHs New York and San Francisco.
Dr. Bosbach also connected Robert Schatz with the new Director of DAAD and DWIH NY Christian
Strowa and the DAAD NY team.

A first specific result of this new partnership for UoC is a connection Mr. Schatz provided to the
Director of a Parents Association which oversees three schools in Miami interested in hosting
incoming interns from UoC’s teacher training programs.

3.1.10 October 8: Virtual Germany Grad Fair 2024

The UoC NY Office co-hosted the fifth annual virtual Germany Grad Fair together with Campus OWL,
University Alliance Ruhr, UAS7 German Universities of Applied Sciences, University of Freiburg,
Heidelberg University, and Hasso Plattner Institute. Other exhibitors included the German
Consulate General NY and funding agencies and exchange institutions such as the DFG North
America, the DAAD New York, and the American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
(AFAVH). Over 110 attendees learned about graduate studies in Germany such as in masters, PhD,
and internship programs. As part of the virtual stage program, UoC NY Office intern Moritz Lohmann
presented on “Applying to Graduate Studies in Germany” alongside UA Ruhr’s intern Vanessa
Hajduga. 15 additionalvisitors joined the live session of the University of Cologne where Dr. Bosbach
and Moritz Lohmann informed about graduate studies and student life at the UoC. The UoC NY Office
followed up with information e-mails to all who registered for the fair.




3.1.11 November 12: UoC Presentation at Northwestern University’s
German Career Week

On November 12, the UoC NY Office participated in Northwestern University’s German Career Week.
Dr. Eva Bosbach and intern Moritz Lohmann held a presentation on “The Benefits of Graduate
Studies in Germany” informing about the application process for prospective incoming international
students. The presentation also highlighted Cologne as an attractive destination for U.S. students as
well as specific UoC’s programs such as the Graduate Schools and the wide variety of master’s
programs taught entirely or partially in English.

3.1.12 November 16: Promoting UoC and Studienstart International plus
at the German Language School Conference

The UoC NY Office supports specific events throughout the year with information material and
presentations, such as the annual conference of the German Language School Conference (GLSC),
this year on November 16. The GLSC is an umbrella organization for all German Saturday schools in
the USA and is therefore of particular interest to the UoC regarding its signature preparatory program
Studienstart International plus and the recruitment of undergraduate students from North America.
In addition to displaying information material about studying at the UoC, the university was once
again an official partner of the conference for teachers and school principals.
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Woe gratefully acknowledge the support from the Checkpoint Charlie Foundation Beriin,
the German Consulate General New York, the Austrian Consulate General New York,
and the German School Brooklyn for our GLSC Annual Conference.

We also thank our Book Fair Sponsors, F. Undiitsch and Klett Worid Languages.
as well as the University of Cologne for their support.
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3.2. Academic and Other Events

3.2.1. January 17: DWIH San Francisco New Year’s Alumni Reception and
UoC Featured on Website

The German Center for Research and Innovation (DWIH) San Francisco invited to the 6" Annual
Reception for alumni of German research institutions at SAP Labs in San Francisco, together with
the Consulate, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), German Research Foundation
(DFG) North America, and liaison offices of universities including the UoC NY Office. To be mindful
of resources, normally the UoC NY Office is only represented by UoC alumni. For the second time, a
UoC NY Office intern was able to join the reception in San Francisco during a private trip to the West
Coast. Rebecca Theis delivered short welcoming remarks at the event, greeted UoC alumni
personally, and provided them with UoC information material and giveaways. The picture with UoC
bags is featured as the main visual on the DWIH SF landing page for Networks and Partners.
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3.2.2. January 17: Off the Record Networking Event at NYC Bar Association

Dr. Bosbach was invited as a personal guest by 1014 Director Katja Wiesbrock Donovan to join an
exclusive Off the Record Foreign Policy Association’s event in their lecture series at the New York
City Bar Association on January 17. Off the Record is America's longest running women's policy
forum, and the event's topic was “Beyond the Headlines: Understanding What You Read (and Don’t)
About China’s Global Ambitions”, with guest speaker Christopher Johnson, President & CEO, China
Strategies Group, and Former Senior China Analyst at the CIA.



3.2.3. February 14: STEP USA Program and Pitch Night with UoC’s Startup
Vytal

The University of Cologne NY Office welcomed Peter Maximilian Simon in NYC. As a representative
of Vytal, a startup from UoC’s Gateway Excellence Start-up Center, Mr. Simon took part in the
German American Chambers of Commerce’s STEP USA university program, co-hosted by the DWIH
New York and advertised to UoC and Gateway by the UoC NY Office. The 3-day bootcamp for
startups from German universities culminated in a Pitch Night on February 14 at the German
Consulate General, where Peter Simon pitched for Vytal in front of a panel of investors.

After the event, Eva Bosbach connected Peter Simon with Deputy Consul General of Germany in NY
Carsten Rupke as well as with ACG’s Steven Sokol, DWIH NY’ Dr. Jan Ludert, and GACC'’s Viktoria
Kaeser.

3.2.4. February 29: Alumni and Partners New Year’s Reception at the NY
Residence of German Consul General

On February 29, the university liaison offices jointly held the 2024 Alumni and Partners New Year's
Reception at the residence of Consul General David Gillin New York. Dr. Bosbach and Rebecca Theis
welcomed UoC alumni, connected them with other stakeholders in attendance, and distributed
goodie bags with KélnAlumni giveaways.



3.2.5. March 7: Women’s Networking Lunch in Brooklyn Hosted by the
German Consulate General

On the occasion of International Women’s Day, Eva Maria Marks, Consul, Head of Press Department
at the German Consulate General (until July 2024) and UoC alumna invited a group of female NYC
journalists and other stakeholders for a networking meeting at her residence in Brooklyn.
Participants included Heads of the New York Offices of ARD and RTL, Handelsblatt, 1014 - space for
ideas, and the German Press Agency (DPA). In discussions with the journalists, Dr. Bosbach not only
expanded the UoC’s network but was also able to generate a great deal of interest in the UoC and its
activities in the U.S. and Canada. The new contacts will be valuable for promoting future UoC NY
Office events and activities.
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3.2.6. March 4-8: DWIH SF’s Program on Health Innovation with UoC
Participation

In March 2024, the DWIH San Francisco sponsored a five-day program for German students and
early-stage researchers interested in turning their research projects into startups, partnering
with CITRIS and the Banatao Institute to support the participation of up to six German students in the
Spring 2024 cohort to the Innovation Intensive. After Dr. Eva Bosbach, a member of the DWIH SF
board and on behalf of UoC, who is a DWIH SF’s main supporter, promoted the opportunity to UoC
researchers and professors, UoC student Vlad Mardare successfully applied for the program.
Supported by UoC transfer scout of the Medical Faculty Dr. Constanze Duhme, he was able to spend
five days learning about cutting-edge research and startups based at the Center for Information
Technology Research in the Interest of Society (CITRIS) at four University of California campuses.
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3.2.7. March 13: Biannual Conference of German Consuls and Honorary
Consuls in Washington D.C.

Dr. Bosbach was invited by German Ambassador Andreas Michaelis to Washington, D.C. to attend
the opening keynote and reception of the biannual conference of all U.S. German Consuls General
and Honorary Consuls at the German Embassy. Dr. Bosbach used the multipliers event for
connecting with many German representatives and Consuls from various parts of the United States,
discussing existing and potential future joint endeavors. During her visit, Dr. Bosbach also met with
colleagues from the Science and Technology Department of the Embassy, planning joint events,
including contributions to the current NRW-USA Year campaign.

3.2.8. March 14: Transatlantic Tandem Talk “On Thin Ice: Global Impact of
Climate Change in the Arctic”

The 9" Transatlantic Tandem Talk on March 14 featured Prof. Janet Rethemeyer, Professor for
Organic Geochemistry and Radiocarbon Dating at the UoC and Dr. Jannik Martens, UoC alumnus
and Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory in
New York, moderated by Dr. Betsy Baker, International Lawyer, Professor, and Global Fellow at The
Wilson Center Polar Institute. After discussing current frontiers in Arctic research and recent Arctic
field expeditions, Dr. Martens took the TTT-participants on a virtual guided tour of the LDEQO’s Core
Repository, which houses more than 20,000 sediment cores. Welcoming remarks were delivered by
Dr. Bosbach and Mr. Christian Haenel, President of the American Friends of the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation, the newest partnerinthe TTT series. The event proved popular with more than
230 registrations and over 120 attendees on zoom.



“During my three years as a postdoctoral research fellow at Columbia University, the University of
Cologne New York Office greatly helped me in extending my reach beyond my own academic
community through outreach and networking. As part of the German House at the United Nations,
the UoC NY Office is exceptionally well-connected with governmental and non-governmental
agencies, as well as numerous other German and US-based academic institutions. | am grateful for
the various invitations and opportunities facilitated by Eva Bosbach and her team. My active
participation in events such as the PlantAct! Workshop, and most notably, our joint Transatlantic
Tandem Talk titled “On Thin Ice: The Global Impact of Climate Change in the Arctic”, has significantly
enriched my experience as a postdoc in NYC.”

— Dr. Jannik Mertens, Columbia University, UoC alumnus

“It was my pleasure to moderate the Transatlantic Tandem Talk “On Thin Ice” about the global
impact of climate change in the Arctic. | would like to thank Dr. Eva Bosbach, Executive Director of
University of Cologne's North American office. Her welcoming and introductory remarks contributed
much to the program, in addition to her exceptional preparatory work and that of the office's team,
and the co-hosting partners leading up to the event. Dr. Bosbach's vision for what the Transatlantic
Tandem Talks can achieve was fully realized in this event. In the nearly 25 years since my Alexander
von Humboldt Bundeskanzler Fellowship yearin Germany in 1991 | have often engaged in some form
of German-U.S. collaboration and cooperation and am persuaded that it is needed now more than
ever, and that it does make a difference. It was a pleasure working with everyone on this. Thank you
for the chance to have participated!”

— Dr. Betsy Baker, The Wilson Center Polar Institute

3.2.9. April 4: Networking Event with Lucy Patterson from Goethe-Institute
New York

In the beginning of April, Lucy Patterson, the new Educational Liaison Program Officer at the
Language Department of the Goethe-Institute New York visited the German House to meet and greet
with representatives of the university liaison offices including the UoC NY Office. Dr. Bosbach
informed Ms. Patterson about the work of the UoC NY Office in North America and the long-term
relationship with the Goethe-Institute New York, including successful past collaborations.




3.2.10. April 11: Friends of Freiburg Gala

On April 11, Dr. Bosbach was invited to an evening at the Penn Club in New York City, celebrating our
partnership and support with the University of Freiburg and Friends of Freiburg Alumni North
America, another German university liaison office on the 15" floor of the German House New York.

3.2.11. April24: DWIH NY Board Meeting with UoC NY Events Featured

Dr. Bosbach and intern Lucia Madro participated in the spring board meeting of the German Center
for Research and Innovation (DWIH) New York on April 24, on behalf of the UoC as DWIH main
supporter. UoC NY Office events with DWIH support featured at the meeting included the
Transatlantic Tandem Talk “On Thin Ice: Global Impact of Climate Change in the Arctic”, “Team
Malizia: My Ocean Challenge”, a breakfast briefing with the UoC Rector Prof. Joybrato Mukherjee on
“Bridging Borders: Navigating Open Scientific Collaboration with China” and a panel discussion on
“Science, Society, and Sustainability: Closing the Knowledge-Action Gap”.



3.2.12. May 8: German House Visit by UoC’s Susanne Couturier

On May 8 Susanne Couturier, former Executive Director of the Institute for German Language and
Literature 1 (IDSL 1) at the University of Cologne visited the German House and UoC NY Office during
her travels to New York City. She received the journey to NYC as a gift after 30 years of working for
the UoC and reconnected with Dr. Eva Bosbach, who herself received her master’s and PhD at IDSL
1.

3.2.13. April 29: Guests at DWIH’s Panel Discussion on “Bridging the Gap:
Safeguarding Online Freedom Across the Atlantic”

The UoC NY Office was a guest at an inspiring panel discussion on April 29 at the German House on
free speech and social media, tackling questions such as “How do we balance the complexities of
managing what people say online with protecting their right to speak freely”. Speakers were Ellen P.
Goodman from Rutgers Law School, Zoe Darmé from Google, Chinmayi Arun from Yale Law School,
and Peter Micek from United Nations, as well as Sumi Somaskanda from BBC News as a moderator.
The event was organized by the German Consulate General NY, DWIH New York, the Alexander von
Humboldt Institute for Internet and Society, and the Leibnitz Institute for Media Research, and
helpful for networking with speakers and audience members about the UoC.

3.2.14. May 7: Campus OWL 5 Years Anniversary

The University of Paderborn, Bielefeld University, University of Applied Sciences and Arts Bielefeld,
OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts, and Detmold University of Music created the liaison
office Campus OWL, Inc. five years ago with a vision to promote opportunities for study and research


https://www.th-owl.de/en/

and to facilitate collaboration with North American partner institutions. As the youngest liaison
office on the 15™ floor at the German House NY, OWL celebrated their 5" anniversary with support
of its partners including the UoC NY Office.

3.2.15. May 9: 20 Years of UA Ruhr Celebration

Another liaison office at the German House, UA Ruhr celebrated two decades in North America on
May 9. The celebration was anchored by a President’s Roundtable on “Addressing Global
Challenges: The Intersection of Science, Diplomacy, and Academia”, while in the evening, a new
“Future’s Fellowship” program was announced. Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach and intern Lucia
Madro attended the celebrations on behalf of the UoC.

3.2.16. May 11: EU Open House Event in Washington, D.C.

On Saturday, May 11, 2024, the annual EU Open House was held at the French Embassy in
Washington, D.C. The event has the character of a folk festival with numerous cultural, information
and hands-on activities for the whole family and 7,000 expected guests. As in previous years, the
event could also be used for an insight into the German scientific community. The UoC NY Office
supported the event and the German Embassy through UoC promotional materials such as flyers,
bags, pens, and stickers. It was one of several opportunities to work together with the NRW desk of
the Embassy during the current NRW-USA Year.



3.2.17. May 18: My Ocean Challenge at UNIS with Team Malizia

In collaboration with the German School New York, the Zentralstelle fur das Auslandsschulwesen,
the DWIH New York, and Forum Deutsch, the UoC NY Office organized a hybrid educational event
on May 18 at the United Nations International School (UNIS) with the offshore sailing team Malizia,
skippered by Boris Herrmann and co-founded by Pierre Casiraghi. Tailored for students aged 8 to 14,
the event provided a unique chance to immerse the children in the endeavors of Team Malizia and
activate them for the topics of sustainability and ocean conservation.

One of the event highlights was an interactive interview by Birte Lorenzen-Herrmann with Jannik
Martens, UoC alumnus and polar researcher at Columbia University. Students also participated in a
quiz and an artwork project.

3.2.18. May 20: Czech Reception — Networking with IIE and U.S. Universities

On May 22, Dr. Bosbach attended the Czech reception at Bohemian National Hall in New York City
to connect with Czech university representatives, international alumni of Czech universities, and the
international academic community, including Allan Goodman from the Institute of International
Education (lIE) and the Czech Consul General Arnost Kares.



3.2.19. May 22: Farewell DAAD and DWIH New York Director Benedikt Brisch
with DAAD President and UoC Rector Prof. Mukherjee

The UoC NY Office was honored to welcome our new Rector and President of the DAAD for a series
of engaging events during his visit to NYC, highlighting the strong transatlantic collaboration between
the U.S. and Germany. The occasion for the visit and first event was a farewell to Benedikt Brisch, a
treasured colleague, UoC alumnus, and Director of the DAAD and DWIH New York. VIP guests at the
event included German Consul General David Gill and IIE President Allan Goodman.

3.2.20. May 23: ACG Breakfast Briefing with Rector Mukherjee on Bridging
Borders with China

On Thursday, May 23, the UoC NY Office together with the American Council on Germany (ACG) and
the DWIH New York hosted a breakfast briefing on "Bridging Borders: Navigating Open Scientific
Collaboration with China". The event the ACG’s offices featured UoC Rector Prof. Joybrato
Mukherjee and Christopher Walker from the National Endowment for Democracy, with moderation
by Dr. Lily McElwee from the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). They discussed
strategies and considerations for fostering international academic collaboration and future
exchange with China.
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3.2.21. May 23: NYC Alumni Luncheon with Rector Mukherjee and Consul
General Gill

Prof. Mukherjee’s visitin New York included an exclusive luncheon with NYC-based UoC alumni and
Consul General David Gill, held on May 23 on the 23 floor of the German House. With views on the
United Nations and the East River, over twenty alumni joined to meet the new Rector, (re-)connect
with fellow alumni, exchange memories from their time in Cologne, and explore ways to advance the
university’s presence in their respective professional sphere.

During the event, Prof. Mukherjee named Mr. Gill an Honor-Alumnus of the University of Cologne, in
recognition of his many years of support of the university and thanked him for his valuable work in
cooperation the UoC NY Office at the German House New York. Dr. Bosbach later presented Mr. Gill
with an official Honor alumnus certificate during his farewell ceremony on August 20.

3.2.22. May 23: Prof. Mukherjee and Dr. Bosbach Briefing

On May 23, as part of his visit to New York, UoC’s new Rector Prof. Joybrato Mukherjee met with Dr.
Eva Bosbach, Executive Director of UoC’s NY Office. Dr. Bosbach presented highlights from the
office’s activities as well as general insights into her work representing UoC in North America. They
exchanged ideas on the university’s internationalization strategy and finalized preparations for the



evening event on “Science, Society, and Sustainability”, co-hosted by the UoC NY Office alongside
partner organizations and featuring the Rector as a panelist.

3.2.23. May 23: Panel Discussion with Rector Mukherjee on “Science,
Society, and Sustainability - Closing the Knowledge-Action Gap” at
1014 5™ Avenue

During his recent visit to New York City, UoC’s Rector Prof. Joybrato Mukherjee participated as a
speaker in the panel discussion "Science, Society, and Sustainability - Closing the Knowledge-
Action Gap," held at 1014 - space for ideas on 5" Avenue in Manhattan.

The UoC NY hosted the public evening event on May 23 together with the DAAD New York, the DWIH
New York, the DFG North America, the American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation,
the German Embassy, Washington D.C., and 1014. Together with co-panelists Prof. Michael B.
Gerrard from Columbia Law School and Dianne Anderson, Director of the Office of Sustainability at
NYU, and moderated by Dr. Yaena Kwon, Freelance Journalist and visiting scholar at Harvard
University and UoC alumna, Rector Mukherjee explored questions such as: Are we doing enough to
apply our scientific knowledge to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and a
sustainable society? Do we already have all the knowledge and ideas to manage the climate crisis,
requiring only sufficient funding and political will? What are the differences in goals and measures
between the United States and Europe, and what the roles and responsibilities of higher education
institutions?




3.2.24. May 27: Streetcar Partner Event in New Orleans

“Beignet — Done That!” Together with the University of Bonn and University Alliance Ruhr and as part
ofthe NRW-USA Year2023/2024, the UoC NY Office organized a special warm-up event to the annual
NAFSA conference and expo for international educators. The invitation-only event brought together
friends, alumni, and partners by the three co-hosts to foster and expand relationships during a
historic streetcar journey through the French Quarter and Garden District of downtown New Orleans,
while enjoying café au laits and New Orleans’ signature pastry - beignets.

3.2.25. June 4 & December 5: German Consulate’s Round Table with
Germany Affiliated Organizations at the German House

Twice annually, the German Consulate General New York brings NYC-based German and
transatlantic partner institutions together for a collaborative exchange, providing a platform to
reflect on past events, discuss future ones, and plan joint activities, such as based on upcoming
important dates and anniversaries. We extend our appreciation to Consul General David Gill for
hosting and guiding us for many years, including with special network letters during the COVID
pandemic, and at his final event in this series in June before departing for his new appointment as
Ambassador to Dublin. His successor as German Consul General in New York, Till Knorn, hosted his
inaugural “Netzwerktreffen” in December.



3.2.26. June 14: Euro Soccer Watch Party at German Consulate General

The UoC NY Office participated in the Euro Championship 2024 kick-off celebrations hosted by the
German Consulate General New York at the German House in NYC on June 14. The event marked
the beginning of the European soccer tournament, hosted this year by Germany. Representing UoC,
our team was delighted to attend, support the DFB team's successful participation in the
competition, and connect with UoC alumni and partners during the match.

3.2.27. June 27: Farewell Bundesbank NY Director Jens Reich and Welcoming
Successor Simon Keller

OnJune 27 it was time to bid farewell to Jens Reich, NY Director at the Bundesbank and welcome his
successor, Simon Keller. Dr. Eva Bosbach attended the event on behalf of UoC, reconnected with
partners such as Attorney, CEO of BeyondGlobal LLC, Author, and UoC alumna Sandra Navidi or
Katharina Kort, U.S. Bureau Chief at the Handelsblatt, and explored potential future joint ventures
with them.



3.2.28. July 1-5: Dr. Bosbach in Cologne for 2024 Annual Cologne Week of
UoC Regional Liaison Offices

Every year for one week, the Executive Directors of the UoC international Liaison Offices come to
Cologne to offer meetings and participate in different activities within the Division International
Affairs and beyond for the purpose of networking as well as strategic and administrative planning.
On this occasion, Dr. Bosbach meets in person with Christiane Biehl, Deputy Director Division
International Affairs and North America Coordinator, as well as with other representatives from the
Division, the Rectorate, and the Press Office, and other members of the UoC academic and
administration community.

This year, Dr. Bosbach’s meetings included a briefing with Heike von Maller from UoC’s Vice Rectors
Office for Academic Careers and Research, a discussion with Dr. Marek Molcanyi about potential
future joint ventures with the university hospital Cologne, and a round table with representatives of
UoC’s Clusters of Excellence ML4Q, CEPLAS, CECAD, and ECONtribute, as well as Prof. Michael
Bollig representing the initiative “Sharing a Planet in Peril”.

Dr. Bosbach also met UoC’s new Rector Prof. Joybrato Mukherjee alongside the other regional
offices’ Executive Directors, discussed UoC’s marketing and communications strategy with
members of the D8-team, exchanged ideas for future editions of the WiSo@NYC Summer School
with Ulrike Decker and Natasha Turner, and participated in an event by the Cologne Convention
Bureau at the Confex Conference and Exhibition Center, networking with UoC’s Chief
Communications Officer Elisabeth Hoffmann.

Opportunities for collaboration were explored with Gateway’s Marc Kley including hosting DWIH
NY’s Jan Ludert for meetings at Gateway and with Christiane Biehl. Further meetings included a
roundtable with the representatives of the faculties’ Centers for International Relations (ZiBs), meet
and greets with Annete Hartkopf from Press Office, Annelene Gackle from Rector’s Office, and
Tobias Endler from EUniWell, and briefings with Prof. Ansgar Buschges from NeuroNex and Prof. Ines
Neundorf, Vice Rector of Academic Career and Staff Development and Frank Wascheck, Head of
Division 72 in preparation for the planned joint representation of UoC at this year’s annual German
Academic International Network (GAIN) conference in San Francisco in August.






3.2.29. August 20: Farewell German Consul General David Gill with UoC
Honour Alumnus-Certificate

On August 20 friends, partners, and colleagues gathered at the German House to bid farewell to
German Consul General David Gill. UoC NY Office Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach spoke at the
event at the German House Auditorium on behalf of all German University NYC Liaison Offices,
thanking David Gill and his wife Sheila Shrivastava also personally for their kindness and
commitment to international exchange and expressing gratitude for seven wonderful years of
strengthening transatlantic relations together. Upon an idea by Rector Mukherjee during his NYC visit
in May and in recognition of the Consul’s many years of support for the UoC and our New York Office,
David Gill was presented with a certificate as a UoC Honorary Alumnus.

3.2.30. August 28: UoC NY Office Joins Online Talk Series Across the Pond as
Co-Hosting Partner

University of Cologne’s New York Office was delighted to join 1014 — space for ideas and the Open
Embassy for Democracy (OPEM) as a co-host for the virtual transatlantic talk series Across the Pond.
The series is curated and moderated by Dr. Tobias Endler, author, speaker, and UoC colleague and
explores young activists’, voters’, and researchers’ opinions on the current state of democracy on
the occasion of the 2024 election year. The event on August 28 explored the question if democracy
and its institutions are “too old, too slow, and out of touch” with speakers Megan Shahi, Center for
American Progress Director of Technology Policy, Missions Publiques co-director Antoine Vergne,
and Centre for European Reform chief economist Sander Tordoir.



3.2.31. September 12: Transatlantic Tandem Talk ,,What Does a Presidency
Cost? Election Campaign Financing in the U.S. and Germany”

The 10™ Transatlantic Tandem Talk on September 12 with the American Council on Germany (ACG)
as a new co-hosting partner featured Sandra Navidi, CEO of BeyondGlobal, LLC, Attorney, and UoC
Alumna and Dr. Maureen Edobor, Assistant Professor of Law at the Washington and Lee School of
Law in Lexington, Virginia. They discussed the immense impact of election campaign financing on
U.S. elections and explored differences between the U.S. and Germany. The talk was moderated by
Dr. Yaena Kwon, Freelance Journalist, Harvard University Visiting Scholar, and UoC alumna, with
welcoming remarks by Dr. Bosbach and Ms. Viktoria Harbecke, Director of AmerikaHaus NRW e.V.
The event proved to be highly popular with more than 300 registrations and over 120 attendees via
zoom.

“The University of Cologne’s New York office is a superhub in my international network. Under the
leadership of Executive Director Dr. Eva Bosbach, the office hosts regular events that provide an ideal
platform for the university's diverse alumni to engage in transatlantic dialogue and networking. I've
had the privilege of speaking on various UoC panels in New York, including the Transatlantic Tandem
Talks, and meeting with student groups during the annual WiSo@NYC Summer School. As a UoC
alumna, I've benefited greatly from the office's extensive networking opportunities. Dr. Bosbach and
her team have been exceptionally supportive of my projects, including providing exposure for my
three books, with the latest being "Die DNA der USA." | extend my heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Eva
Bosbach and the entire New York team for their unwavering dedication and support — you are always
a pleasure to work with!”



— Sandra Navidi, BeyondGlobal LLC

“The New York office of the University of Cologne has played a pivotal role in expanding my
professional network and broadening my horizons. During my time as an intern in New York, | got in
touch with the New York office of the University of Cologne, and through their efforts, | had the
incredible opportunity to participate in a visit to the Deutsche Bundesbank, a highlight that enriched
my understanding of finance. In addition, | was introduced to the University of Cologne's remarkable
summer school program, which reinforced my decision to pursue my master’s at the University of
Cologne because of the many international opportunities it offered. This experience facilitated my
initial connections with students from Cologne and set the start for a network in the new city. | am
immensely grateful for the role the New York Office has played in shaping my path and fostering my
global academic aspirations.”

— Dr. Maureen Edobor, Washington and Lee School of Law

“I had the great opportunity to work together with the UoC NY Office on several occasions already. |
moderated two international panel discussions on the topics of sustainability and climate change -
the PlantACT! event in 2023, and recently the Science, Society, and Sustainability discussion
featuring UoC's Rector Prof. Dr. Mukherjee. Recently, | also had the chance to be part of UoC NY
Office's signature series and moderate the latest Transatlantic Tandem Talk on election campaign
financing. It is always a truly enriching experience to work alongside such a wonderful team and to
discuss important topics with distinguished researchers and experts. | would like to thank the
University of Cologne New York Office and its partners, and particularly Dr. Eva Bosbach, for expertly
organizing such inspiring platforms which support international cooperation on global issues. | look
forward to future cooperations.”

— Dr. Yaena Kwon, Freelance Journalist, Visiting Research Fellow at Harvard University

3.2.32. September 21: Annual German American Steuben Parade on 5"
Avenue in Manhattan

On September 21, the 67" annual German American Steuben Parade took place on 5" Avenue. The
parade celebrates German, Austrian and Swiss American culture and traditions as well as the
achievements of German immigrants in the USA. Intern Moritz Lohmann attended on behalf of the
UoC and participated as part of the float crew of the German Consulate General and the Permanent
Mission of Germany to the United Nations. During the parade, he showcased the UoC logo and
handed out giveaways highlighting Germany as a country that cherishes diversity and
multiculturalism.



3.2.33. September 23: UN Science Summit at UNGA 79

Alongside the 79" UN General Assembly in New York, the UN Science Summit featured side events
focused on the intersection of policy making and the international science community. Executive
Director Dr. Eva Bosbach and Intern Moritz Lohmann represented the UoC on September 23 at an
event at the Italian Institute focused on the role of global networks and science diplomacy to
advance the Sustainable Development Goals. Potential future joint ventures were explored with
Evelina Santa-Kahle, Science Counselor at the German Embassy in Washington D.C. and founding
member of the Women in Science Diplomacy Association (WISDA) and Annette Gray, Associate Vice
Provost for Research at the New York University.

3.2.34. September 24: Networking in Washington D.C.: German Embassy,
American Friends of AvH, Science Diplomacy Hub at Johns Hopkins
University

In Washington D.C. ahead of the Luncheon on “Democracy and Diplomacy”, UoC NY Office
Executive Director Eva Bosbach met with D.C.-based partners and colleagues. At the German
Embassy planned activities were discussed such as a “German Science Week” and the “Germany —
A Science Powerhouse” initiative with René Haak, Minister Counselor and Head of the Science and
Technology Section and Evelina Santa-Kahle, Science Counselor. During a visit to the new American
Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s office Dr. Bosbach explored opportunities for



cooperation with AFAvH’s President and CEO Christian Hanel, such as within the Science Diplomats
Club or the Humboldt Network Liaison (HNL). Another important event was with a meet and greet
with Ona Ambrozaite, Co-Director of the Science Diplomacy Hub at Johns Hopkins University, where
Dr. Bosbach and Priya Nayar, Executive Director of the UA Ruhr NY Office, learned about her work at
the new JHU Bloomberg Center in D.C. and held a final briefing for next day’s NRW USA-Year event
on Democracy and Diplomacy.

3.2.35. September 24: Movie Screening and Reception in Washington D.C.
with NRW-Minister Liminski

On the evening of September 24 Dr. Bosbach attended a reception and movie screening of “Moses -
13 Steps”, hosted by Nathanael Liminski, Minister for Federal, European and International Affairs,
and Media; Axel Dittman, Chief of Mission at the German Embassy in D.C.; and the movie’s producer
Leopold Hdsch. The thought-provoking movie presented the journey of athlete Edwin Moses in
overcoming not only obstacles and hurdles on the racetrack but also in society and the sports
community such as racism and drug abuse. The evening was a great opportunity to reconnect with
Minister Liminski and his team with which Dr. Bosbach was in touch over the year for the NRW-USA
year campaign, as well as with other stakeholders in politics, science, and cultural affairs.



3.2.36. September 25: UoC Co-Hosts Final “NRW-USA-Year 2023/2024”
Event in Washington D.C. with Minister Liminski and German
Ambassador Michaelis

The UoC NY Office hosted a networking luncheon on “Democracy and Diplomacy” at the National
Press Club in Washington D.C. on September 25 alongside the UA Ruhr, Campus OWL NY, and in
cooperation with the German Embassy of Germany in D.C., the American Friends of the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation, the DFG North America, and the DWIH NY. On the occasion of the Day
of German Unity 2024, the event marked the conclusion of the NRW-USA-Year 2023/2024 and
highlighted the importance of science diplomacy in today’s world. It brought together alumni,
partners, and friends of the co-hosting institutions, and featured opening remarks by German
Ambassador Andreas Michaelis, and Nathanael Liminski, NRW-Minister for Federal, European and
International Affairs, and Media. The guests of honor were introduced by Dr. Eva Bosbach and Priya
Nayar, Executive Directors of the NY Offices of the UoC and the UA Ruhr. The panel speakers
included Amb. Michael Polt, Ambassador-in-Residence at the Arizona State University and Emily
Campbell, PhD, Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Rhode Island College. Ona Ambrozaite, Co-
Director of the Science Diplomacy Hub at the Johns Hopkins University moderated the discussion.

3.2.37. September 25: Day of German Unity Celebration at the German
Embassy Washington D.C., NRW-USA Year Partner Certificate for Dr.
Bosbach from Minister Liminski

The celebration of the Day of German Unity and the conclusion of the NRW-USA-Year 2023/2024
took place at the German Embassy in Washington D.C. on September 25. Eva Bosbach and Moritz
Lohmann, Executive Director and Intern at UoC’s NY Office were honored to follow the invitation by
German Ambassador to the United States Andreas Michaelis and — alongside about 2500 partners
and friends from both sides of the Atlantic — enjoyed live music, various German food classics, and
a toast to 34 years of German unity and 340 years of NRW-USA partnership. In his speech the
Ambassador highlighted the importance of Germany’s strong ties to the U.S. which are a
fundamental part of Germany’s past, present, and future. The guests of honor were Governor Phil
Murphy of New Jersey as well as NRW-Minister for Federal, European and International Affairs and
the Media Nathanael Liminski. Finally, the University of Cologne New York Office’s exceptionally
active support of the initiative and close cooperation with the organizers at the NRW State



Chancellery was acknowledged with a certificate that Minister Liminski personally presented to Dr.
Eva Bosbach.

3.2.38. September 25: Across the Pond: Crunch Time: Upcoming Elections in
the U.S. and Germany - Hot Topics, Cold Realities

September 25 marked the next event in the virtual online talk series Across the Pond co-hosted by
UoC’s NY Office alongside 1014 — space for ideas and the Open Embassy for Democracy (OPEM).
The discussion with Franziska Riel, Head of Communication for a member of the German Bundestag
and J. Miles Coleman, Associate Editor at The Center for Politics at the University of Virginia focused
on the upcoming elections in the U.S. and Germany. The series is curated and moderated by Dr.
Tobias Endler, author, speaker, and UoC colleague.

3.2.39. September 26: Book Launch by Cameron Abadi at American Friends
of AvH Offices

The American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation hosted an event featuring
acclaimed author Cameron Abadi at their office in Washington D.C. together with the DWIH NY on
September 26. UoC’s NY’s intern Moritz Lohmann attended the book launch of the latest publication
by Abadi, Deputy Editor at Foreign Policy and Co-Host of FP’s Ones and Tooze podcast: Climate
Radicals — Why our Environmental Politics Isn’t Working. With welcoming remarks by Christian
Hanel, President and CEO of the AFAVH and moderated by DWIH NY’s Jan Lidert.



3.2.40. October 8: Day of German Unity Celebration in New York

October 8 marked this year’s Day of German Unity celebration in New York. Following the invitation
of German Consul General Till Knorn and Germany’s Ambassador to the UN and UoC alumna Antje
Leendertse, the guests celebrated 34 years of German unity and international friendship and learned
about Germany’s application for a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Councilin 2027/2028 - a
testament to Germany’s commitment to global peace and diplomacy. Dr. Eva Bosbach attended on
behalf of the UoC and networked with long-term partners, new colleagues, and transatlantic friends.

3.2.41. October 9: DWIH SF Presents Policy Report on Fostering
Entrepreneurship in Higher Education

As a main supporter of the DWIH San Francisco, the UoC is always interested in the organization's
projects. The presentation of a study on the topic of “Fostering Entrepreneurship in Higher
Education” compared Germany and the Silicon Valley as innovation hubs, showing that while
Germany still has a lot of potential, it also has many decisive locational advantages. The study can
be used to point to UoC’s Gateway Startup center as an attractive factor for potential incoming
students and researchers from North America. Dr. Eva Bosbach and intern Moritz Lohmann attended
the eventvirtually and Dr. Bosbach disseminated the report’s results within the UoC.



3.2.42. October23: DWIH SF Board Meeting with Dr. Bosbach as Member and
UoC Main Supporter

On behalf of the UOC, Dr. Eva Bosbach is a member of the board of the DWIH San Francisco and
UoC a main supporter. The board met virtually on October 23. After a representative of the German
Consulate in SF presented research and innovation initiatives in the Bay Area, René Haak, Minister-
Counselor and Head of the Section Science and Technology at the German Embassy in Washington
D.C. reported on the Embassy’s current transatlantic research and innovation projects. Two key
DWIH SF programs - the “Women in Entrepreneurship Program” and the policy report on “How to
Foster Entrepreneurship in Higher Education” were presented by Director Zahar Barth-Manzoori,
who also gave a preview of the planned events and the focus topic of 2025 Global Health, where the
UoC NY Office is planning to contribute with a joint event.

3.2.43. October 29: KAS NY Office Event on the Multilateral System Ahead of
the U.S. Presidential Election

Leading up to this year’s U.S. presidential election on November 5 and following the EU election, as
well as several German state parliaments elections in Germany, supporting democracy and
highlighting the importance of strong transatlantic relations were among the 2024 priorities of UoC’s
NY Office. Dr. Eva Bosbach and intern Moritz Lohmann participated in a discussion by the NY Office
of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung on what to expect for the multilateral system after the U.S.
presidential election with speakers Hermann Grohe, member of the Bundestag, Germany’s former
Minister of Health, Deputy Chairman of the KAS, and UoC alumnus, and Michael Wahid Hanna, U.S.
Program Director at the International Crisis Group. Among the guests was UoC alumna Cornelia
Jarasch, Deputy Political Coordinator at Germany’s Mission to the UN.



3.2.44. October 30: Across the Pond: In the Driver’s Seat: What Anyone Can
Do for Democracy, About Democracy, and With Democracy

With the U.S. presidential elections just a few days out, this event of the Across the Pond series, co-
hosted by 1014 - space for ideas, the Open Embassy for Democracy (OPEM), and the UoC NY Office,
focused on ways in which individuals can strengthen democracy besides voting. In her opening
remarks Dr. Eva Bosbach highlighted the importance of not taking democracy for granted, after
which the debate featured two experts on civil engagement: education and anti-trafficking
Advocate Rachel Labi, and Founder and Project Manager at Youth Lead the Change Germany Clara
Kallich. The series is curated and moderated by Dr. Tobias Endler, author, speaker, and UoC
colleague.

3.2.45. October 30/31: Dr. Bosbach Moderator of “Actors, Institutions, and
Networks” Panel at DWIH Future Forum in Washington D.C.

DWIH NY’s Future Forum 2024 took place on October 31 at the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg
Center in Washington D.C and explored the role of “Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological
Disruption”. Researchers, science communicators, policy makers, and other stakeholders joined
the DWIH NY to exchange their perspectives on the impact of innovative technologies on
international relations within the scientific and policy communities and share their insights with a
global audience.



In her moderation of one of the panel discussions, Dr. Bosbach posed the question: “Is science
diplomacy just the latest buzzword for what we have been doing all along? Or can it energize and
advance international cooperation and build bridges where gaps seem unbridgeable, strengthening
the alliance of researchers and policy makers against rising science-skepticism?”

The discussion focused on actors, institutions, and networks and featured the speakers Ona
Ambrozaite, Co-Director at The Johns Hopkins University's Science Diplomacy Hub and Co-Founder
of Women in Science Diplomacy Association (WiSDA); Bill Colglazier, Senior Scholar and Editor-in-
Chief at Science & Diplomacy, AAAS, and a practitioner in science diplomacy since the 1980s; Derya
Buyuktanir Karacan, Professor at The George Washington University and Regional Coordinator of
EURAXESS North America; Christian Rieck, Associate Professor of War Studies at the University of
Potsdam, and Marcus Weller, Chief Scientific Officer at AIONIC Machine Learning, Al Adviser at
ATARC (Advanced Technology Academic Research Center), and Head of Technology at Pinnacle
Minds.
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3.2.46. November 8: UoC NY Office Promotes KIWi Policy Talk After the U.S.
Election with Rector Prof. Mukherjee as a Panelist

As part of the 2024 focus on science diplomacy, the UoC NY Office promoted the “KIWi Policy Talks”
series, launched by the DAAD. At the November event “Navigating Transatlantic Science Relations:
Opportunities and Challenges after the US Election” Rector Mukherjee in his role as DAAD President
discussed the future of international cooperation between educational institutions and researchers.
The NY Office used this occasion to draw attention on social media to another series on the topics
of international relations and democracy: Across the Pond, co-hosted by the UoC.



3.2.47. November 11: DWIH NY Board Meeting with Dr. Bosbach as Member
and UoC Main Supporter

The UoC is a main supporter of both German Centers for Research and Innovation (DWIH) New York
and San Francisco and Dr. Eva Bosbach serves as a member on both Boards. Biannually, she
participates in board meetings which provide information on past and planned events and offer an
opportunity to share ideas for collaboration, discuss any joint interests and initiatives, and network
with the DWIH staff and other Board members.

At this meeting, Board members were invited to reflect on recent successful events, with UoC NY
Office’s event on Democracy and Diplomacy in Washington D.C., co-hosted together with the DWIH
and partners, being featured. The DWIH NY Board members also discussed their takeaways from
the 2024 DWIH FUTURE FORUM on “Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological Disruption” and
the DWIH’s 2025 annual topic “Global Health” was announced. The UoC NY Office traditionally
organizes events along the DWIH annual topics to achieve maximum multiplication effects and third-
party funding to highlight key UoC research areas.

3.2.48. November 12: Event with UoC’s Prof. Rolle at Columbia University’s
Teachers College

On November 12, UoC’s Prof. Chrisitan Rolle was a speaker at Columbia University’s Teacher
College, reflecting on how arts can effectively address the climate crisis. Prof. Rolle is a Professor
of Music Education at the University of Cologne and serves as Vice Dean of Research and Innovation
at the Faculty of Human Sciences. He visited our UoC NY Office at the German House in October to
discuss his various international projects exploring how arts education can deal with sustainability
questions and respond to social change. As part of his time as avisiting scholar at EUniWell’s partner
university the Teachers College at Columbia University, he discussed ecocritical literacy and its way
of looking at cultural texts through an ecological lens. He presented Ecolit, a project funded by the



BMBF and part of UoC’s MESH network, aiming to develop a comprehensive concept of eco-critical
literacy, fostering an attitude that is both critical and self-critical, eventually leading to action.

Besides co-hosting and promoting the event, UoC’s NY Office facilitated a connection by Prof. Rolle
between UoC’s International Office and Rebecca Rinsema, Associate Professor at Northern Arizona
University’s School of Music, to explore a potential partnership.

3.2.49. November 12: Global Leadership Award Event by the American
German Institute

The 30" Global Leadership Award Dinner, hosted by the Johns Hopkins University’s American
German Institute (AGI) in New York City on November 12, celebrated the theme, “For all who keep
the world moving.” Dr. Eva Bosbach attended the event on behalf of UoC, networking with guests
such as DAAD NY’s new Director Christian Strowa. The evening recognized Martin Daum, Member of
the Board of Management at Daimler Truck AG, for his pivotal contributions to advancing global
mobility, and brought together thought leaders, researchers, and stakeholders to highlight the
importance of mobility as a cornerstone of transatlantic collaboration and global progress.
Alongside his own remarks, German Ambassador to the United States Andreas Michaelis delivered
an opening address by German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.



3.2.50. November 13: UoC NY Office Partner ACG Hosts the 2024 John J.
McCloy Awards Dinner

One ofthe UoC NY Office’s close partners, the American Councilon Germany (ACG) hosted the 2024
John C. McCloy Awards Dinner in New York on November 13. Lufthansa CEO Carsten Spohr was
honored for his leadership in facilitating international mobility and strengthening transatlantic
relations through Lufthansa’s expansive operations, with each flight between the U.S. and Germany
recognized as an opportunity to deepen cross-cultural ties. Wall Street Journal journalist Evan
Gershkovich was celebrated for his courage and dedication to reporting under extraordinary
circumstances, underscoring the vital role of journalism in safeguarding international dialogue and
understanding. German Ambassador Andreas Michaelis addressed the audience, emphasizing the
enduring strength of the German-American partnership and the importance of collective action. Dr.
Eva Bosbach attended on behalf of the UoC and networked e.g. with Christian Hanel, President of
American Friends of the AvH, ACG’s Steve Sokol, or Katja Wiesbrock-Donovan from 1014 —space for
ideas, discussion potential future joint activities.

3.2.51. December 19: Holiday Event for Alumni and Partners in NYC

The UoC NY Office in cooperation with fellow German House liaison offices, the German Consulate
General NY, and DFG North America organized a holiday party for NYC- based alumni and friends at
the German House Auditorium. The alumni of the different universities and institutions had the
opportunity to mingle and network whilst enjoying hot mulled wine, German treats such as Stollen
and Lebkuchen, holiday themed music, and German Christmas carols.



















































