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and visited flats during that time. In the end, it was incredibly easy to find a centrally 
located flat (anywhere in or around Sol, as the trains to the university depart from there). 
There are thousands of flats coming in each day. You really should not worry about this 
and specially not months in advance as you will only find overpriced offers. Many of my 
friends who used agencies like HousingAnywhere or similar platforms weren’t happy with 
their accommodations. Often, the flats looked completely different from the pictures, 
were dark, noisy, or outdated. The price-performance ratio was also absurd. Many of them 
paid around €700 for a single room in a shared flat, which is what my boyfriend and I each 
paid for our own apartment. That said, it’s common in Madrid to pay not only a deposit but 
also a fee to the real estate agent. On Idealista, we found listings both from real estate 
agents and directly from landlords. Most flats are advertised with their base rent, and 
utility costs are charged separately after you move in. Initially, we were worried about 
these additional costs, but heating, electricity, and other utilities turned out to be quite 
affordable. We paid around €100-150 extra per month for these. 

Living in Madrid: 

Madrid is a vibrant and beautiful city! It offers thousands of restaurants, bars, and clubs, 
and the Madrilenians truly love their nightlife. The cultural and leisure opportunities are 
equally incredible, whether it’s visiting museums, theaters, or even taking dance lessons 
in the park. If you’re young, Madrid is the place to be in Spain—I even prefer it to 
Barcelona. Despite being a busy and touristy city, Madrid has huge parks like El Retiro and 
Casa de Campo, where you can always find a peaceful spot to relax. Another major 
advantage is Madrid’s excellent train connections. We took many weekend trips to 
Valencia, Seville, and Barcelona, most of which were just two hours away by high-speed 
train. 

Academic experience: 
First of all, it was standard for all courses to be taught twice a week, each lasting 1.5 
hours. This meant I had to go to university every day, which was a bit inconvenient due to 
the long commute, but in the end, it wasn’t too bad. Attendance was not mandatory in 
any courses except one (Taxation). The campus offers great opportunities to spend time, 
such as relaxing in the parks, having lunch in one of the many cafeterias, or even 
participating in sports courses or using the gym. 
International Taxation: 
The teacher was American, so her English was easy to understand. The course wasn’t 
heavily focused on taxation but was more similar to a microeconomics course I had in 
Cologne. It was very manageable, even without prior knowledge. During the semester, 
there were quizzes, and you had to attend at least 3 out of 4 as they counted toward the 
final grade. Additionally, there was a presentation and a final exam, both of which were 
graded generously. I highly recommend this course—it was one of the two best courses I 
took at UAM. 
International Economics: 
This was the most challenging course for me. Although the teacher was German and very 
friendly, it was hard to follow his lectures. This was partly because the subject was very 
theoretical and required prior knowledge, and partly because the course wasn’t well-
organized. Electronic devices weren’t allowed; you could only use paper and a pen. The 
final exam was also quite difficult. Overall, I wouldn’t recommend this course. 
International Marketing: 



This was my second favorite course. The teacher, originally from Canada, was very 
enthusiastic and spoke excellent English. He made the classes interactive, though he 
sometimes called on students by name to answer questions. A minor downside was the 
workload, which included small tasks, a midterm exam, a final exam, and group work. 
However, I would still highly recommend this course, even if you don’t have prior 
knowledge of marketing, as I didn’t. 
Foreign Trade Techniques: 
This course was taught by a Spanish teacher, and unfortunately, his English was the 
weakest among all my professors, though still understandable. The classes weren’t well-
organized, the topics were confusing, and the slides lacked structure. Because of this, I 
didn’t attend very often. However, the two case studies and the final exam were fairly easy 
if you put in a bit of effort. As it was straightforward to pass, I would still recommend this 
course.  
 




