Experience Report: “Lives between Shores: Migration Across the Mediterranean”

In the summer semester of 2026, [ was selected by the University of Cologne for a study abroad
program at INALCO in Paris as part of the BIP “Lives between Shores [...],” which I was very
excited about! The BIP included both an online and an in-person component, which took place

from June 8, 2026, to June 12, 2026.

We prepared for the program with the other students during an initial Zoom meeting, where,
among other things, the schedule was announced and we had a chance to get to know each
other. I also studied the texts provided by Inalco in depth, so that I was able to begin the on-site

phase in Paris with a solid foundation of prior knowledge.

Unfortunately, finding an apartment proved difficult due to Inalco’s very late confirmation, as
Paris is very expensive—especially in the summer—and is usually completely booked up.
Although we received information about hotels and hostels from the university, they were all
already fully booked by the time the information reached us. Through the shared WhatsApp
group for all BIP students attending Inalco at that time, I was able to meet another student from

Cologne, with whom I shared an apartment for the week.

The seminar itself focused on migration in the Mediterranean region and thus fit perfectly with
what | had studied so far in education. In particular, Lucie Bacon’s lecture on *“Counter-
mapping migration: mapping people’s journeys as a form of response”* deepened and enriched
my understanding of personal migration stories as well as how researchers approach
investigative work—and, by extension, how to interact with traumatized individuals. In
addition, we had a **“Legal clinic workshop”* with Léo Marty, which introduced our class to
asylum law in France in a very interactive way. I had no prior knowledge in this field in
particular, and the clear presentation of the material allowed me to gain new insights.
Unfortunately, however, most of the keynote presentations were delivered in a lecture format,

which made it difficult at times to follow the content.

Overall, I am very grateful for this experience abroad. Even outside of the seminar, I was able
to discover new places in Paris and make new friends, which broadened my perspective on the
topic of migration as well as on European solidarity as a whole. I will definitely apply for

another BIP!

Unfortunately, the preparation and communication from Inalco were not optimal, which

somewhat diminished my experience. For future Inalco BIPs, I would particularly like to see



earlier confirmation as well as the opportunity to have the seminar content presented in a more
interactive way. Additionally, having a dedicated group for each BIP would have been very

helpful.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the University of Cologne for providing excellent

information and for their support in answering all my questions, especially regarding the

Learning Agreement.




