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Congratulations for even opening Pamplona’s experience reports, because when I 
planned my semester abroad, Pamplona was not on my list at all, but I ended up having 
the best time of my life in a city that’s just perfect for your Erasmus experience!  

Preparation 
Preparing for your semester abroad in Spain is very easy compared to a semester in a non-
EU country. As a European citizen, you can travel freely, do not need a visa, and your 
health insurance at home is also valid in Spain. Apart from the language certificates 
stating your B2-level in English or additionally Spanish, there are no further requirements. 
However, there will be a lot of information coming your way from the WiSo-faculty at 
home, the Erasmus oƯice and of course the Incoming Coordinators at UNAV. If you read 
everything carefully and keep a checklist to remember all deadlines, you are good to go. 
The most important deadline is probably the course selections, as the spots are 
distributed in a first-come come-first first-served system. Also, do not hesitate to ask. The 
staƯ at the UNAV International Relations oƯice is very kind and will help you with every 
question you might have. 
Getting to Pamplona is a bit more diƯicult, as the city is not well-connected 
internationally. I took the plane from Düsseldorf to Madrid and then the train up north to 
Pamplona, but there is also a flight from Madrid to Pamplona. You should also check out 
flights to Bilbao and then take the bus to Pamplona, which is more convenient in my 
opinion.  

Housing 
UNAV does not oƯer on-campus housing to international students, so you have to take 
care of that yourself. Compared to the housing market in Cologne, Pamplona is very 
relaxed. Average rents are notably lower, and there are a lot of rooms available. I found a 
room in a shared flat in the WhatsApp group ‘Roomies for Pamplona’. A lot of my friends 
booked their accommodations with organizations like Unibooking or Campushome. They 
are a bit more expensive, but oƯer good service, and you are living with other international 
students, which is very good for making friends. You should definitely look for 
accommodation in Iturrama. Its location between UNAV and the city centre is ideal, and 
you can reach almost everything within walking distance.   

University life  
The Universidad de Navarra (UNAV) is one of Spain’s most prestigious universities, and 
you can feel that from the very first moment you step onto the campus. All university 
buildings are situated in a well-maintained park-like area at the southern end of the 
Iturrama district. You will probably spend most of your time in the Amigos building, which 
is very modern and oƯers the best coƯee machine on campus. There is a large square 
connecting the Amigos building with the FCOM building and the main library, two more 
buildings you will frequently visit. In general, the campus is quite small and very walkable. 
It is almost impossible to go there and not meet anyone of your friends for a quick chat. 
The campus also oƯers an art museum and a sports facility where you can try a variety of 



sports. You can either book courses or rent courts and equipment to play freely with your 
friends. If you have not played Padél at least once during your stay in Pamplona, you have 
done something wrong. And then there is also my beloved main building. It is by far the 
most beautiful building with a luxurious design, and you can find the Faustino cafeteria 
there, the best on campus. There are cafeterias and vending machines in every building 
on campus, and the menu is mostly similar. You can order a variety of food from smaller 
snacks or meals to three-course meals. However, prices are notably higher than what you 
are used to in Cologne. A three-course meal like you would get at our Mensa would cost 
you 8-9€ in Pamplona. I mostly went for smaller snacks like Tortillas, which you will learn 
to love in Spain. And Faustino oƯers the largest slices for the same price as other 
cafeterias on campus, so always go to Faustino if you can. 

Course Selection 
Español A1: comunicación y cultura 

If you did not take any Spanish lessons before going to Pamplona, you should definitely 
join the A1 course at UNAV. The course is very well structured, and you will learn a lot in a 
very short span of time. It was the class I looked forward to the most every week, because 
the learnings are so useful for your everyday life in Pamplona. 

 International Marketing 
This course was probably my favourite one in Pamplona and academically one of the best 
in my entire degree. The professor could be in retirement already after a long and 
successful career in the field of International Marketing, but decided to teach this one 
class to pass his experience to the next generation. You can learn a lot from him, and his 
classes are always very interactive. On the one hand, the final grade consists of small 
tests during the semester and a final exam at the end, which are very easy. On the other 
hand, there is a group project where you design the launch of a chosen product in a new 
international market. This project requires some work and coordination, but it is very 
much doable. 

Information System 
In this class, you learn to work with the ERP system ‘Openbravo’, which was developed at 
UNAV. It is not commonly used, but still very good to learn the basic functions of any CRM 
system. Attendance is not mandatory, but going to classes is basically the only way to 
prepare for the exam, as the professor does not use any slides. However, simply attending 
classes gives you 30% of the final grade already, and they are fun. You are working in the 
ERP system, and you learn all the tasks you need for the exam. If you follow the classes, 
there is no way you can fail the final exam even without any further studying. 

 Market research 
This class was my least favourite. The class is badly structured sometimes, and the slides 
are filled with unnecessary stuƯ. It is a lot of learning by heart, but still very easy compared 
to an average exam at the University of Cologne. There is also a group project, which 



demanded by far the most workload during my semester abroad. But if you choose your 
group members wisely, this is no big deal.  

Business Communication I 
I have mixed feelings about this one. On the one hand, the classes can be very interesting, 
as the professor tells a lot of stories from his long career, and his classes are very 
interactive. Participation in class is also a part of the final grade. In addition, there is no 
final exam, which is very nice. On the other hand, you have to submit a 2-minute-long 
video every week, which will be graded. These videos will basically make up your entire 
final grade. You should look for a group that distributes the work evenly, and then this is a 
very easy class. Unfortunately, attendance is mandatory, and you are only allowed to miss 
three classes. This is very annoying when class starts at 8 am on a Wednesday morning. 

Life in Pamplona 
Let’s come to the most important part now: The daily life in Pamplona. When I came to 
Pamplona, I was afraid the city would be quiet and boring, but it is nothing like that. I was 
very surprised by how vibrant the city is. There is always something going on in the city 
centre, from street musicians to public festivals. I really fell in love with the narrow streets 
of the old town, the beautiful parks and the scenic views on the outskirts of the Pyrenees 
from the historic city wall.  
Of course, you should not miss Pamplona’s nightlife, which has a lot to oƯer for such a 
small city. The most famous day is Thursday, called Juevintxo in Pamplona. Especially 
during the first weeks of the semester, the bars and streets are filled with students. 
Famous places to go to are Bar Gauchos, Calle de la Estafeta and Plaza de la Navarraia. 
When the bars are starting to close, people move on to Zentral, a nightclub with free entry 
on Thursdays. Over the semester, Juevintxos has become a cherished ritual for my friends 
and me, which we never skipped. Other famous clubs are Canalla, Embajada and Indara. 
All of them are very diƯerent, so give them a try and find out what suits you best. 
A huge thing in Pamplona are also the two main student organizations, Happy Erasmus 
and Asociación Erasmus Pamplona (AEP). Happy Erasmus organizes the Erasmus parties 
on Fridays in Indara and bus trips on the weekend. They are doing either day trips or longer 
trips from Friday/Saturday to Sunday. I joined a couple of trips and would recommend 
checking them out. They are very convenient to see a lot of the region and the country. 
Also, they organize trips to Morocco. If you can align that with your university schedule, 
you should definitely go. It is an experience of a lifetime! 
AEP, on the other hand, organizes a lot of activities and parties during the week. They are 
the nicest people on earth, and it is always fun to hang out with them! You should 
definitely join their events in the first week to get to know a lot of people. Later in the 
semester, there are activities like hiking, ice-skating, dance classes, karaoke, quiz nights 
and so on. If there is one thing I regret during my semester abroad, it is not joining as many 
AEP events as I could have.  



Travelling from Pamplona is a bit diƯicult, but still, you should try to travel as much as 
possible. I tried to see a lot of the Basque region. You should definitely do day trips to San 
Sebastian and Bilbao. I would also recommend going to the south of France, Bordeaux 
and the Pyrenees. If you want to travel further away, take a look at bus connections. They 
are quite popular in Spain. Especially the 1 am night bus to the Madrid Airport is 
something you will experience at least once during your stay. Some of my friends travelled 
every weekend, so there are definitely enough options! 

Summary 
Pamplona is the city to go to for your semester abroad! The city is big enough to oƯer you 
endless possibilities, but small enough that you can feel at home easily. Try to do as many 
activities as possible during your time in Pamplona. Sometimes it might feel like a rush, 
but you will create memories for a lifetime. Travel as much as you can, build friendships 
with people from around the world and live your life to the fullest. As Happy Erasmus 
always says: Erasmus is not one year in your life, but your life in one year. 




