Universidad de Navarra

WS 25/26 - Information System
STAP Bachelor

Courses:

Applied Business Tools A
Business Communication
E-Commerce B

Fashion Business Strategy
Strategic Marketing Management

Espanol A2: Comunicaciony Cultura



Preparation

From the 3rd semester, | knew that | would do my exchange semester in the 5th
semester, as suggested by the Musterstundenplan. Therefore, | planned my university
schedule carefully in order to finish my studies successfully within six semesters. Itis
important to note that some courses at the UoC are offered only in either the winter or
the summer semester.

Regarding document preparation, the first step for me (as a non-EU citizen) was to check
whether my residence permit (Aufenthaltstitel) in Germany would also be valid in Spain
or if | needed to apply for an additional visa. The next requirement was proof of English
language proficiency at a minimum level of B2. In my case, | passed the Filter Test
offered by the UoC, and this certificate was accepted by the host university. With a
German health insurance card, it is possible to apply to the host university without
taking out additional Spanish health insurance. All required documents can be

uploaded via the host university’s online portal. Access to this portal is provided by the
International Office of the host university via email. The process is very simple, and
everything is clearly explained.

Pamplona is a small city, so there are no direct flights from Cologne. | booked my flight
tickets about 1.5 months in advance from Dusseldorf to Bilbao with Eurowings. From
Bilbao, | took a two-hour bus ride to Pamplona, which | booked five days in advance via
the Cuadra bus website.

Accommodation

There are several agencies that rent apartments to students, such as Campus Home or
Mi Campus. According to my friends who used these services, the prices are around 600
euros per month. | rented my apartment through Unicasa, and the rent was 380 euros
per month.

The best neighborhood for students is lturrama, as it is close to the campus and many
students live there. | lived in San Juan, which is much quieter. However, | had to walk
around 30 minutes to the university, as there was no direct bus connection.
Nevertheless, this wasn’t a big deal for me.

University and Courses

Based on the courses | attended, the teaching system at the host university is different
from that at the University of Cologne. There are only professors, no tutors or separate
practical exercise groups. The student groups are smaller, and professors expect active
participation. Students are encouraged to speak up, and professors often know students
by name. Participation is therefore always graded.

The courses | attended were:

- Applied Business Tools A
This course focuses on Excel functions and is not very complicated. Even if you
are already good at Excel, it is interesting to work on case scenarios using only
formulas and functions. The course is easy to pass, as it only requires completing
Excel assignments.



- Business Communication
The professor is a very interesting person with extensive professional and life
experience. The course focuses more on soft skills than on academic theory. |
liked it a lot, even though it involved a lot of discussion. There was no final exam,
only a weekly video assignment.

- E-CommerceB
This was not my favorite course, as the content felt rather weak. However, guest
speakers and weekly teamwork were useful. There was no final exam, nstead,
there were team assignments every two weeks.

- Fashion Business Strategy
I really liked this course. It taught how to apply marketing and strategy theories
learned during the studies to a niche area such as the fashion industry. To pass
the course, a project and a final exam were required.

- Strategic Marketing Management
This course was somewhat boring, as it covered similar marketing content to that
at the University of Cologne. However, working on case studies was interesting
and allowed the application of existing knowledge. To pass, students had to
complete a project and pass a final exam.

- Espaiol A2: Comunicaciony Cultura
The teachers were very friendly and supportive. | highly recommend taking a
Spanish course according to your language level if you study in Pamplona.

Life in Pamplona

Pamplona is a small but beautiful city with a lot to offer. It feels like there is a festival
almost every month. During my stay in the winter semester, | had the opportunity to
celebrate San Fermin Txikito, which included a city parade with street music. Another
cultural highlight was Juevintxos every Thursday evening, when people go out to enjoy
local tapas in different bars.

There are also many activities for exchange students, organized by Happy Erasmus,
which offers parties and trips. Additionally, AEP, a non-commercial student organization,
organizes events such as international dinners, dance clubs, parties, and trips.

I highly recommend participating in these activities, as they are perfect for meeting new
people and making friends.

Conclusion

I am very happy that | chose Pamplona for my semester abroad. It is a perfect city for a
four-month stay, as you quickly feel comfortable and get to know every street. | believe
that the small size of the city is an advantage, as you often see familiar faces in the same
clubs, bars, and cafés, which makes you feel at home much faster. If | could do my
Erasmus exchange again, | would definitely choose Pamplona.





