Erasmus Experience Report

Studying abroad is both fun and challenging. I completed my studies abroad at Trinity
College Dublin in Economics. You will learn a lot about the foreign country, but (for
me) even more about yourself and your home country. How are you building up your
routine in a foreign country? Would you consider studying or working abroad? I have
found answers to all these questions, and I am sure you will too!

However, there is some advice I wish I had heard before my stay abroad.
I will do my best to share it with you all!

How to prepare for your studies abroad

I strongly recommend visiting the country or city in which you want to study before
applying. Do you like the environment, and can you imagine living there for a few
months? After submitting the application, it is necessary to start searching for
accommodation.

I contacted both my sending and receiving institutions as well as multiple student
networks. In the end, I found my accommodation through the private market and a call
at the right time. There is some luck involved. If you have any contacts available, do not
hesitate to reach out.

Studying at Trinity College Dublin

First, let us talk about the coursework. The module selection process was challenging.
The college releases its module catalogue late, and if there is any clash in the timetable,
you must submit changes. Be prepared to spend some time finalizing your Online
Learning Agreement. I decided to take three modules: “Advanced Econometrics”
(Economics, 10 ECTS), “Forecasting” (Statistics and Computer Science, 5 ECTS), and
“Economics of Policy Issues A” (5 ECTS). Since I had already completed my “Studium
Integrale” (general studies), I had to single-transfer the last module.

My modules were both challenging and insightful. At Trinity, you usually must
complete multiple assignments per module. Therefore, you might end up working
continuously throughout the term, depending on your module selection. The lectures are
interactive and with a duration of 50 minutes much shorter than in Germany.

During orientation week, I strongly recommend joining multiple events and interacting
with as many people as possible. There will certainly be groups after a while, but it is
always beneficial to know many students — you never know where you will end up.
Trinity College offers a broad range of societies in which most students engage: from
knitting societies and philosophical debates (in short: Phil) to various musical and sports
societies. As an Erasmus student you should especially consider joining the Erasmus
Student Network (ESN). It is a great way to connect with Trinity students and find like-
minded people. I joined Trinity’s Jazz Band and was lucky enough to play at a Ball in
November. There are many other events where students find the possibility to engage.



Living in Dublin

Dublin is an exciting and international city. I lived in Stoneybatter, which is known for
its pubs and coffee shops. After a while, living there felt very comfortable and the bus
connection to the city (and therefore Trinity College) is convenient. You should get a
Student Leap Card at the beginning of your stay. It works with tap-in tap-off and is the
easiest way to use local transport.

Personally, I found the music scene very inspiring. Most pubs you enter will have live
music. My favorite pubs are: The Cobblestone (Irish traditional music), DisnDat (more
of a mix between a pub and a club with mainstream live music) and Arthur’s Pub (a jazz
bar). I did not go to many clubs, but most students go to Lost Lane or Dicey’s. If you
get tickets in advance, it is usually cheaper than in Germany. I also recommend getting
a card for the Irish Film Institute. Most movies only cost five euro, and the institute
shows Irish films you would not see in a regular cinema.

I recommend trips to Belfast, Galway, and Bray. Some other fun activities include
visiting the arcade center, attending stand-up comedy shows, watching sports in a
stadium or going to different theatre shows and concerts. But sometimes exploring the
neighborhood with a coffee to go is more than enough. I found that even though Dublin
is a big city, it is quite easy to orientate yourself around the town. A good landmark is
the river. Sometimes I would just walk around Dublin without anywhere particular to go
and always enjoyed it. As mentioned above, being involved in societies is a great idea
as they host multiple activities throughout the term.

Overall, I strongly recommend participating in an Erasmus program. It is both fun and
insightful, and you will learn a lot. But be prepared that it can be challenging from time
to time. The intense coursework, problems with roommates or the accommodation and
the bad whether (yes, it is really that bad) might bring your mood down. In the end the
Erasmus program is no vacation, but you live and study in a foreign country. But that’s
what it is, there are always good and bad times. And for me, the good ones overweight
the bad ones. I have attached some beautiful pictures from Dublin!




