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Short Tes*monial  
“Experiencing Iceland´s wonderful nature while studying at the University of Iceland, 
Reykjavik made my exchange semester unforgettable! Every day felt connected to the 
island – whether walking to class in coastal air or spending the weekends exploring the 
landscapes.” 
 

, Business Administration, University of Iceland 

University and Courses 
Descrip(on of the University 
The University of Iceland is a modern institution with a rather smaller campus that feels 
easy to navigate from day one. Most facilities are grouped closely together and can be 
reached within five minutes of walking. The overall atmosphere is relaxed and 
welcoming. 
 
The main building, “Háskólatorg”, contains all the essential administrative parts such as 
the service centre. Here you need to go in the beginning to register yourself, get your 
student ID, and be able to access to the university´s platform, UGLA – which is 
equivalent to KLIPS or ILIAS.  
Moreover, it includes study places and a cafeteria which ogers lunch, snacks, drinks, 
and cogee to student prices – it´s definitely still cheaper than eating out in the city, but 
keep in mind that Iceland in general is one of the more expensive places to live in 
Europe.  
 
Located next to the main building, in the basement, is the Student Cellar - the bar where 
you can possibly get the cheapest beer in town. Beaveries and drinks are relatively 
agordable, and it´s a place where people come together to study, socialize, eat or join 
one of several activities hosted throughout the week. Even on the weekends, many 
students return here.  
 
The campus also ogers a university gym located close to the main building. A semester 
membership is very reasonably priced and ogers access to fitness equipment, classes, 
and a sauna.  
 

Completed Courses 
The courses I completed at the University of Iceland offered a welcome contrast to my 
studies at the University of Cologne. Thanks to the Icelandic approach of teaching and the 
small class sizes, the university ogers a very personal and approachable study 
environment – completely the opposite of University of Cologne – making it easy to 
settle in and feel connected. The workload during the semester was noticeably lighter, 
yet, the diverse assessment format ensured steady engagement without creating 
unnecessary pressure.  As you will see, in line with my preferences, I purposely selected 
courses with no final exams.  



VIÐ512G Business and Intercultural Communica8on – 6 ECTS 
A highly interac=ve and prac=ce-oriented learning experience centred on understanding 
cultural differences and their impact on communica=on in interna=onal business contexts 
was offered by the course Business and Intercultural Communica=on. With a moderate 
course size and thoroughly approachable teachers, the sessions combined short lectures 
with frequent group discussions, enabling everyone to ac=vely par=cipate in and reflect on 
real-world dynamics. 
 
Assessment was split into par=cipa=on, quizzes and papers. The individual assignment, 
which involved interviewing someone with interna=onal experience, was especially 
insighGul, while the group project enabled a more in-depth analysis of cross-cultural 
business prac=ces.  
 
Overall, the course stood out to me for its prac=cal relevance, relaxed atmosphere, and the 
ease in encouraging meaningful student interac=on.  

VIÐ303G Interna8onal Business – 6 ECTS 
Interna=onal Business is the largest course I aJended at the University of Iceland, with 
around 200 students. While the lecture format is quite similar to that in Cologne, the course 
itself is structured in a more varied and interac=ve way.  
 
There are three quizzes throughout the semester, and you need to pass two out of the three. 
The quizzes consist of mul=ple-choice ques=ons, but the lectures also include short in-class 
discussions in pairs and guest lecture reflec=ons, which count as small assignments. Hearing 
first-hand insights from representa=ves of Icelandic companies provides an authen=c, 
prac=cal perspec=ve on the interna=onal business topics covered in the lectures.  

VIÐ509G Human Resource Management – 6 ECTS 
The Human Resource Management course focuses on key concepts such as recruitment, 
mo=va=on, employee development, and organiza=onal behaviour. The course covers a wide 
range of interes=ng and relevant topics, providing students with a solid understanding of 
how organiza=ons manage and support their employees.  
 
There is no final exam. Instead, the final grade is based on a combina=on of assignments 
throughout the semester and a group paper and presenta=on, which formed a substan=al 
part of the assessment. Please note that in my semester, the course included rela=vely liJle 
in-person teaching, as many sessions were held online due to the teacher’s travel 
arrangements. While this can be convenient for trips outside of Reykjavik, it also requires a 
bit more self-organiza=on.  
 
The course aJracts not only business students, but also students from other different 
facul=es, crea=ng a diverse classroom environment. There is also a mix of Icelandic and 
interna=onal students.  
 
Overall, the course is manageable and provides valuable insights, par=cularly if you are 
interested in the interac=on between people and organiza=ons.  



ÍSE025G Basic Icelandic I – 10 ECTS 
Basic Icelandic I introduces students to the fundamentals of the Icelandic language, including 
pronuncia=on, essen=al grammar, and a bit of everyday vocabulary. The class is very 
interna=onal, with many exchange students taking the course.  
 
The workload includes regular short tests, in-class assignments, and both a wriJen and oral 
exam at the end. It may seem like a lot at first, but the tasks are very manageable, especially 
since you can oTen work together with classmates. The final exams are very fair and easy to 
pass if you aJend class regularly and complete the assignments. 
 
As with any language course, your final level strongly depends on the effort you put in – the 
more you prac=ce, the beJer your language skills. However, the course does not provide a 
formal language cer=ficate such as A1-C1, as Icelandic is not officially categorized within this 
ranking system yet.  

Prepara*on and Life Abroad 
Prepara(on 
Before the semester started, I spent some time preparing my course choices and 
making sure I met all the academic requirements. The University of Iceland follows the 
60/40 rule, meaning at least 60% of you ECTS need to be taken within your main field of 
study, while the remaining 40% can be chosen more freely. It´s helpful to look into 
available courses and check whether  
 
To prepare, I read through the information provided by STAP, browsed previous 
experience reports, and followed the guidelines sent by the international ogice.  
 
Another helpful step is joining all available r4WhatsApp groups. Facebook groups, and 
the Erasmus community channels for Reykjavík. Many of these groups are created each 
semester and they are great for meeting other students, getting tips, and staying 
informed about events. The university also organises Zoom meetings before the 
semester starts, which oger useful insights into course selection, accommodation, and 
campus life.  
 
I would also recommend applying for a Kennitala (Icelandic ID number), even if you´re 
staying for less than six months. While it´s not technically required, having one gives 
you access to various student benefits – most importantly the monthly housing benefits, 
which can save you a significant amount of money if you live in student housing.  

What You Really Need to Bring 
The Icelandic weather can be unpredictable, so having the right clothes makes a big 
difference. For road trips or camping, items like a tent, sleeping bag, air maJress, bag pack, a 
reusable water boJle, a headlamp and warm layers can be extremely useful. 
 
For everyday life and hiking, make sure to bring hiking boots, waterproof and windproof 
outerwear (jacket and pants), and plenty of warm clothing you can layer. Basics like a hat, 
scarf, and gloves are essen=al, because wind chill can make temperatures feel much colder. 



 
Iceland also has a strong hot-tub and swimming-pool culture, so definitely don´t forget to 
pack a bikini or swimsuit, and a towel. You´ll be surprised how oTen you end up at 
geothermal pools with people.  

Arrival 
I flew to Iceland from Frankfurt am Main, which for me was the most convenient op=on.  
It´s worth no=cing in advance that not every airline flies to Iceland, and depending on your 
departure city, direct flights can be limited, so checking connec=ons early is definitely 
helpful.  
 
ATer landing at Keflavík Interna=onal Airport, everything is well organised. Ge`ng into 
Reykjavík takes around 50 minutes. Most people use the “Flybus”, which runs regularly and 
can easily be booked easily over their website (hJps://www.re.is). The bus drops you off at 
the BSÍ, Reykjavík´s main bus terminal, where smaller shuJle buses connect to different 
neighbourhoods or you can simply walk from.  
 
While flying is the most common way to arrive, there is also the op=on of taking a ferry via 
the Faroe Islands, which can be an interes=ng alterna=ve, especially for those who are 
considering bringing their own car.  

Accommoda(on 
Finding somewhere to stay in Reykjavík is one of the most important things, and it can be 
annoying. My main advice is to start looking as early as possible! 
 
There are several student housing facilities which are a quite convenient choice in terms 
of price and location. If you have the chance, I recommend the closest options to 
campus, which makes daily life much easier, especially when the weather is bad.  
 
Although, I didn´t live in student housing myself, but many of my friends did. Most of 
them were surprised by is the fact that the rooms do not come with bedding or towels, 
and are sometimes even unfurnished. You can either bring these items with you from 
home, which may be the cheapest option, or buy a starter pack, which I personally 
wouldn´t recommend. Alternatively, you can purchase everything you need at IKEA, 
JYSK, or in second-hand shops. 
One small downside of student housing is that the nearest supermarkets aren´t exactly 
around the corner.  
 
As I didn´t get student housing, I found my flat through the HousingAnywhere platform. 
This platform can be helpful, but unfortunately there are many scams, so be careful. 
Never transfer the money without verifying the landlord or, if possible, seeing the place 
via video call. 
 
Regardless of which accommodation you choose, I highly recommend living within 
walking distance of the university. 
 
Some platforms and options worth checking out are: 

- Student housing (via Student 



- Facebook groups 
- HousingAnywhere 
- AirBnb 

 

Life in Reykjavik 
One of the first things you´ll notice is that Iceland is expensive, particularly when it 
comes to groceries, eating out, and any activities involving tourism. Nevertheless, 
Reykjavík still has a few cosy cafés and small bakeries, as well as a handful of 
museums, which are great for rainy and cold days.  
 
The city also hosts some events, such as the Culture Night (Menningarnótt) in August, 
when the whole city comes alive with small concerts, street food, performances, and 
fireworks. Another well-known event is the so-called Oktoberfest at the university. It has 
nothing to do with the traditional German Oktoberfest and tickets are comparably quite 
expensive for what it is, but if you can find a fun group of people, it can still be a really 
enjoyable night.  
 
As there are not endless activities in Reykjavík itself, daily life often becomes cosy and 
home-oriented. We regularly organised weekly dinner nights, movie nights, and game 
nights with friends, which became a big part of our routine.  
 
On campus, the Student Cellar is one of the main social hubs. Compared to Icelandic 
prices, it´s relatively agordable and hosts quiz nights, karaoke, parties and other events 
throughout the semester.   
 
Another big part of everyday life in Icelandic is the hot tub and swimming pool culture. 
Locals love going to the geothermal pools to relax, chat, and unwind, whatever the 
weather. You can buy digerent entry passes (for 10, 20 or 6 months), which make visits 
cheaper and it´s worth it as you´ll likely go much more often than expected.  
 
For those who enjoy sports, Reykjavík also has a climbing gym with special student 
pricing on certain days of the week. During these time slots, entry costs around 7 euros, 
making it one of the more agordable activities. 

Travel 
Exploring Iceland is undoubtedly one of the highlights of studying abroad in Reykjavík. 
The country ogers breathtaking landscapes and travelling around quickly became an 
essential part of my experience.  
 
We organized a lot of road trips, either by renting a car together or joining groups of other 
exchange students. Renting a car can be expensive, but choosing the right rental 
companies and splitting the cost makes it manageable, plus the flexibility it gives you is 
absolutely worth it. Before each trip, make sure to check road conditions, which can 
change quickly, especially outside of Reykjavík. They can be checked on this website: 
https://umferdin.is/en. 
 



If you are coming in the fall semester, one important tip is to do as much as possible in 
the beginning. As soon as autumn arrives, more and more roads start closing. Popular 
routes and destinations can become inaccessible within a few weeks. For instance, if 
you are planning on doing the Laugavegur hike (one of Iceland´s most iconic multi-day 
treks) or exploring the Highlands it´s best to schedule these early while conditions still 
allow it. The Highland roads close relatively early, and the last bus to Landmannalaugar 
(starting point of the Laugavegur hike) also stops operating around that time.  
 
Early in the semester is also perfect time for pugin watching, as August is one of the last 
months to see them. Spots like the Vestmannaeyjar Islands (Westman Islands) are 
especially popular and easy to combine with a day trip. 
 
When it comes to accommodation during trips, we choose to camp or sleep in tha car 
as long as it was possible with the temperatures. It´s very common and practical way to 
travel Iceland, as it can both be comfortable and budget-friendly.  
 
Even once the weather becomes more unpredictable, there are still lots of day trips 
close to Reykjavík, such as the hiking Mount Esja, visiting the Reykjadalur hot spring 
river, or exploring the Snæfellsnes Peninsula. No matter the season, Iceland ogers 
endless opportunities to discover stunning landscapes, and travelling around the 
country is truly one of the most rewarding parts of the semester abroad.  

Final Thoughts on My Semester Abroad 
Overall, my semester in Reykjavík was an incredible experience that I will never forget. 
Iceland turned out to be one of the easiest and most rewarding countries to travel in. 
Especially when sharing costs with other students, I was able to explore far more than I ever 
expected. From unforgeJable road trips and spontaneous adventures to cosy evenings and 
countless moments spent in nature, my =me abroad was filled with life-changing 
experiences.  
 
One of the best things about it was the people I met along the way. The friendships formed 
while hiking, travelling by car, cooking together, and and going on weekend getaways made 
the whole experience even more special.  
 
If I could give one piece of advice to future students, it would be this: don´t be too quick to 
say no, don’t overthink things, and step out of your comfort zone! Join as many trips and 
ac=vi=es as you can – those are the moments you´ll remember the most. The academic side 
of things will work itself out, but it´s adventures you have and the people you meet that truly 
define your semester abroad.  
 
Iceland is a place that stays with you and studying there was one of the coolest and most 
memorable experiences of my life. If you have any ques=ons, please feel free to reach out 
and contact me.  
 
 




