Experience Report BIP “Valorization of origin products
and cultural heritage”

This February, I had the opportunity to participate in a Blended Intensive
Programme on the valorization of origin products and cultural heritage for
sustainable development at the Universita degli Studi di Firenze. I found this
course looking and the EU Uni well proposals and I personally really liked the
topics. Unfortunately, I was the only student of the University of Cologne, but
this gave me the possibility to meet more people from abroad. The programme
was divided into an online meeting and a week in person in Florence. During
the week in presence, we spent the first two days attending seminars by several
professors and researchers from Europe (Sweden, Netherlands, Italy, and Spain)
and South America about different aspects of the topic, including geographical
indications, fair trade, global supply chains, marketing of sustainable products,
and tourism. We spent the following two days travelling around the area of
Costa degli Etruschi, a mesmerizing territory near the sea, well-known for the
production of many PDO/PGI products and beautiful landscapes. The last day
we had a final evaluation of the main takes of the course, ending with a
delicious buffet of typical products. The place, the people I met and the content
of the course were absolutely inspiring, and the field visit gave me the
possibility to interact with many small entrepreneurs and workers who are the
key actors of the valorization of the territory. I learned a lot about the theoretical
framework but also about the problems that these people have every day, and |
think meeting them and talking with them was really enriching.

My stay in Florence was good. I easily found a hostel that was cheap, near the
university, and clean. One of our stays during the week was organized by the
coordinators of the course in a farm in the countryside, and my experience was
also positive. We had to pay an additional fee of 70 euros, including the dinner,
the night stay, and breakfast, and I’'m really satisfied due to the quality and
abundance of food we received. In general, I didn’t have much time to visit
Florence, as the courses were always from 9 to 5 pm, and the visits were really
exhausting because we had to walk a lot.

In general, the professors were really helpful in giving information and helping
us with any inconvenience. The instructions were also clear, and they often
suggested places to go eating for the breaks.



Overall, my experience was really positive, and it made me realize many things
about my future, because I really liked the topics. I learned a lot, and I also ate a
lot of good food.



