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Preparation

As a student of Information Systems (Wirtschaftsinformatik), the exchange was
conducted through the WiSo-Faculty’s Wex Platform in the B.Sc. Business and
Economics field. Therefore | was registered at UCD Lochlain Quinn School of Business.
The process was very intuitive and the UCD Global as well as the Quinn exchanges team
were very helpful and provided lots of information beforehand. With Ireland being in the

EU there was not much to consider. Try to get your learning agreement done as early as
possible!



Accomodation

I was lucky enough to get a room in the University Residences. | stayed in the Merville
Residences for 1.134€ per month. Staying on campus was an enriching experience and |
would definitely recommend it. It was nice not having to rely on Dublin’s temperamental
buses and it motivated me to attend all my classes. The residence team is also very nice
and helpful and they put a lot of effort into organizing community events where you get
to know a lot of other students and never get bored.

A lot of my friends stayed off campus and had a good experience, you can save a bit of
money by staying in a sublet room, but | heard multiple people complain about their
landlords being mean or nosy so there is a risk involved.

Courses

e Digital Society (MIS20070)
This was a course in the field of information systems. One of the main topics was
cryptocurrency and blockchain technology, which was very interesting. One
could tell that the lecturer was very involved in that community and it was nice to
learn about a novel topic. It was graded with a group project that was fun but only
tangentially related to the actual course material and a final multiple choice
exam.

e International Financial Management (FIN30030)
This course mostly focused on the considerations that need to be made when
managing Multinational Corporations, like accounting for currency fluctuations,
hedging strategies, market movements and arbitrage opportunities. The topics
are very interesting but the presentation tended to be a bit dry. There was a group
project consisting of the comparison of domestic and foreign international firms
that was really fun to work on and apply the course material to. The final exam
consisted of a few discussion questions and a few calculations.

e Introduction to Financial Economics (ECON20190)
This course covered the basics of financial calculations like Net Present Value,
Bond and Stock Pricing based on simple NPV models and the notions of market
efficiency and the implications for investors.

e International Money and Banking (ECON30150)
This course was much more macroeconomic and introduced topics like central
banking and intervention, bank regulation and financial crises. It was presented
very intuitively and the lecturer was really nice. There were weekly multiple
choice quizzes and a final exam with reproduction, discussion and calculation
questions.

e Data Science in Python (COMP30760)
Since | study Information Systems | requested to take a course from the School of
computer science, which was no problem, they only asked me provide proof that



| had previous programming experience. This course covered some of the basics
of python, then introduced concepts of data science mostly using the pandas
library and scikit for modelling and prediction. It was practically oriented, offering
weekly labs. There were two coding assignments that consisted of scraping data,
creating models and making predictions and visualizations. The final exam was
also a condensed version of such an assignment.

French for General Purposes 6 (LANG20040)

For a bit of a change | took an advanced French course since | studied it
throughout high school. The language courses take place in small, classroom like
groups where you engage with the teacher and other students, which | found
quite nice. The examinations are quite thorough, there was a midterm, a listening
exam, an oral exam and a written exam.

Other

| greatly enjoyed my stay in Ireland and UCD. The Uni is very open and
accommodating and just very nice in general. There are lots of clubs and
societies to participate in where you can pursue interests and meet new people. |
loved the city life of Dublin and | also enjoyed the nature of the Irish west coast
and exploring cities like Cork and Limerick. You do need a good raincoat though,
and don’t forget to bring a passport if you want to enter Northern Ireland.-





