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My semester abroad at Bocconi University in Milan was a very positive and formative 
experience. It offered a good balance between academic development, personal growth, and 
simply enjoying everyday life in a new city. Living and studying in an international 
environment helped me gain new perspectives, step outside my usual routine, and make 
lasting memories. Looking back, the experience was not only valuable from an academic 
point of view, but also a lot of fun. 

Preparation and Organization 

I started preparing for my semester abroad quite early, which turned out to be extremely 
helpful. Gathering information well in advance made the entire process much smoother and 
reduced a lot of potential stress later on. I attended all preparatory events offered by both the 
University of Cologne (UzK) and Bocconi University, and I recommend everyone do so. 



These sessions covered everything from administrative procedures and course selection to 
practical aspects of living in Milan and studying abroad in general. 

After applying through the International Student Desk at UzK and once my place at Bocconi 
was confirmed, I received detailed information directly from Bocconi’s International 
Students Desk. Both offices were very supportive throughout the process. Whenever I had 
questions or something was unclear, I could easily reach out and always received helpful and 
timely responses. 

Once accepted, Bocconi required me to upload several documents, including my CV, a 
headshot photo, my most recent transcript of records, and passport information. They also 
provided all the necessary information either during one of the information sessions or on 
their website. Make sure to adhere to all deadlines to avoid any trouble. 

One thing to keep in mind is that the academic calendar for the fall term was updated 
relatively late, only in July, and course selection did not take place until mid-August. Since 
Bocconi offers a very wide range of interesting courses, I would strongly recommend getting 
familiar with the course catalog early on. This helps a lot once registration opens and reduces 
the risk of missing out on courses you might really want to take. 

Furthermore, although it is not mandatory for European citizens, I would definitely advise 
future students to apply for a Codice Fiscale, the Italian tax code. It is required for many 
everyday matters, such as signing a rental contract, buying a public transport pass via the 
ATM app, or using certain services. In most cases, you can only pick it up after arriving in 
Milan and need to do so in person. However, the process itself is simple and does not require 
much paperwork. All steps are clearly explained on yesmilano.it, and Bocconi also provides 
guidance during their information sessions. Appointments with the local authorities can be 
booked online in advance, and picking up the tax code usually does not take long. 

 

Housing in Milan 

When it comes to choosing where to live, it is worth noting that Milan’s neighborhoods differ 
quite a lot in terms of atmosphere and quality of life. I stayed in Porta Venezia, which is a 
lively, well-connected, and generally very pleasant area. I would highly recommend trying to 
find accommodation there if possible. 

Housing was probably the most challenging part of planning the semester abroad. Milan is an 
expensive city, and rent prices are high across the board. Bocconi offers student housing on a 
first-come, first-served basis, so you need to be very quick if you want to secure a room. 
Even then, private rooms can easily cost more than 1,000 EUR per month. 

That is why I decided not to live in Bocconi housing and instead rented an apartment off 
campus. On Bocconi’s website, there is a list of reliable local housing agencies, which can be 
a useful starting point. In my case, however, I found my shared apartment through the 
HousingAnywhere platform. I can highly recommend this platform, especially if you are 
moving to another city from abroad. While you pay a small service fee, the platform 
guarantees that the apartment actually exists and offers some protection, which made the 
move-in process much easier and less stressful. In general, I would advise everyone coming 



to Milan to start looking for a room early on. There are a lot of decent housing offers that are 
usually gone pretty quickly. 

I opted for a room in a shared apartment with seven other people. Looking back, this was one 
of the best decisions I made for my semester abroad. Living with others made it much easier 
to meet new people, settle into life in Milan, and quickly build a social circle. Many of the 
friends I spent most of my exchange with were my roommates, and sharing everyday life 
together really added to the overall experience. 

 

Finances and Cost of Living 

Financially, the ERASMUS grant was a big help and covered part of the costs associated with 
the exchange. Still, Milan is an expensive city, and it is important to plan accordingly. While 
everyday pleasures like pizza, coffee, and aperitivo are relatively affordable, other expenses 
can add up quickly. 

Groceries, especially non-Italian or imported products, are noticeably more expensive than in 
Germany. Additionally, in order to keep transportation costs low, I would recommend getting 
a public transport ticket as soon as you arrive. If you want to buy a monthly pass, which is the 
cheapest option, via the ATM app, you will need the Codice Fiscale. While it is possible to 
buy a monthly ticket without the tax code, this requires going to an ATM service point in 
person, which can be surprisingly time-consuming to locate. 

Another cost that stood out compared to Germany was gym memberships. Many gyms charge 
more than 70 EUR per month, often with an additional one-time registration fee of around 
100 EUR. Some of my friends signed up for McFit in Germany and used their membership at 
the only McFit location in Milan. Personally, I often trained outdoors, as Milan has many 
parks equipped with calisthenics facilities, which is a great and free alternative, and I met 
some very friendly people there. 

 

Life and Leisure in Milan 

Free time in Milan is very much about enjoying life and spending time with friends. The city 
offers countless affordable aperitivo spots, where you can get an Aperol Spritz or Negroni, 
Milan’s signature drink, for less than 5 EUR. Porta Venezia is one of my favorite areas for 
this. Places like Red Café or Bar Picchio offer cheap drinks and a relaxed atmosphere on 
almost any day of the week. 

Milan also has a lot to offer culturally. There are many museums throughout the city, and 
several of them can be visited for free once a month. One of the most popular areas is 
Navigli, known for its canals, bars, and restaurants. Once a month, on the last Sunday, there 
is also a large flea market there, which is definitely worth checking out. In Navigli, you can 
also find some of the more famous clubs and bars if you are interested in getting to know the 
Milanese nightlife. 



Another big advantage of Milan is its location in Italy. A train ride to Lake Como costs 
around 5 EUR and takes less than an hour, making it perfect for a day trip, especially during 
the summer. Other cities such as Turin, Genoa, Florence, or Bergamo are also easy to reach 
by train, and even ski resorts are only about a two-hour drive away. You should definitely 
check out some of the cities around Milan, since renting a car is very cheap and all of them 
are worth a visit. I personally really liked going to Lake Como. There are trains going every 
hour, and the landscape and small towns around the lake are very beautiful and perfect for 
getting away from the city. 

For football fans, a visit to the famous San Siro stadium is a must. Tickets for regular league 
matches and even Champions League games are usually available and reasonably priced. To 
buy tickets, you’ll need to sign up as a member with either AC Milan or Inter Milan. I 
actually went there quite a lot because there is a game every weekend, and it is a fun activity 
to do with your friends, provided you are okay with a mediocre football match. 

That being said, I would probably say that one of the best ways to experience Milan is simply 
by walking through the city, grabbing a coffee, and seeing where the day takes you. Besides 
Porta Venezia, I would highly recommend paying a visit to Chinatown every once in a while 
and trying the street food there, especially the bao buns at Gold Bao, which had me coming 
back almost every week. However, every stroll leads to a nice place or ends with an aperitivo 
somewhere in the city. 

 

Studying at Bocconi University 

Bocconi University clearly reflects its reputation as a prestigious business school. The 
campus is modern, the classrooms are well equipped, and classes are generally smaller than at 
the University of Cologne. What stood out most to me was the very international student 
body, with students from all over the world coming to study there. 

I took courses in Computer Programming, Global Markets Strategy, and Digital 
Entrepreneurship. The workload was manageable, and of the courses I took, I would 
especially recommend Computer Programming and Database Systems to anyone interested in 
data analysis with Python. Not all courses were equally challenging, but overall they 
provided useful insights, and I also had the chance to attend several guest lectures by very 
accomplished and interesting professionals. In all of the courses I took, the final grade 
consisted of some work you had to do during classes, such as a presentation or a small test, 
and a final exam, provided that you signed up as an attending student. Although being forced 
to attend every lecture can sometimes be annoying, being an attending student makes the 
final exam much easier, and you do not have to spend half of your time in Milan in the library 
studying. I was an attending student for all of my courses, and I would definitely advise 
everyone to do so as well. 

Beyond academics, Bocconi offers a wide range of extracurricular activities, and exchange 
students are welcome to join many of the student associations. As at any university, one of 
the best parts of campus life is the breaks. Around the Bocconi campus, there are countless 
small food spots where you can get pizza, dumplings, or other quick meals for a reasonable 
price. One place that almost everyone at Bocconi knows is Bao Bing, which I highly 



recommend visiting at least once — you will quickly understand why it is special once you 
are there. 

 

Overall, my semester abroad at Bocconi University was both academically rewarding and 
personally enriching. While the cost of living in Milan is high, the quality of education, the 
international environment, and the lifestyle the city offers more than make up for it. I would 
definitely recommend Bocconi University and Milan to anyone considering a semester 
abroad and looking for a combination of solid academics and an exciting place to live. 

 




