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My semester in Durham was honestly one of those experiences where you realise pretty quickly 
why people keep talking about it. Durham is small, but student life is big, and the sense of 
community is much stronger than what I’m used to from Germany. I felt really welcome, I met a 
lot of people fast, and I ended up doing way more than I expected, both academically and 
socially. 



University life and the college system 

One of the biggest differences compared to Germany is the college system. Every student is 
assigned to a college, and that college can be your social base (often people tend to stay in the 
Erasmus bubble). It’s like a community that organises events and brings people together. 

What I loved about it is that there is always something going on. Colleges host formal dinners, 
balls, and other events, and it’s genuinely a big part of student life. So yes, bring at least one nice 
outfit. It’s not one of those “optional, if you feel like it” things, it’s actually fun and people really 
show up. 

 

 Courses and teaching style 

Durham offers a really wide range of modules across business topics. From my experience, 
Master’s teaching felt more personal and interactive than in Germany. Professors have weekly 
consultation hours, which gives you an easy way to ask questions or get feedback. 

Another thing that surprised me is that in the UK, you can start a Master’s programme without 
having done the exact same Bachelor’s subject. That means people around you often have very 
different academic backgrounds, and that makes discussions more interesting than I expected. 

In general, there is a lot of reading. Realistically, nobody reads everything every week, but the 
important part is that in the final assessments it’s expected that you build on that literature. So 
even if you don’t read everything fully, you should at least know what’s in there and use it. 

In terms of structure: you have lectures throughout the whole term, usually two hours with a 
short break, and then seminars every two weeks with mandatory attendance. During the term, 
you also have to submit an ungraded but compulsory mid-term assignment, often a short paper 
or presentation. 

 

My modules 

BUSI4BC15 – Leadership in a Global Context 

This was my favourite course. The professor didn’t just talk at us, he taught it more like a very 
interactive class where you actually participate. You could tell he put real effort into how the 
sessions were designed, and the discussions were honestly the best part. The module definitely 
made me rethink what leadership means. Workload was medium. Assessment was a reflective 
learning journal. 

BUSI4V815 – Organisational Behaviour 

This one felt most similar to Germany. It was a big lecture, over 200 students, and more of a 
professor monologue. The content was still interesting and broad, but the format was less 
interactive. Workload was medium. Assessment was a 2,500-word essay. 

BUSI4X215 – Thinking Entrepreneurially 

A great module if you’re interested in entrepreneurship and the reality of founding something. It 
covered idea generation, implementation, challenges, and financing, and it was taught in a 
practical way. There were also a lot of guest speakers, which I really liked because you get real 
stories and not just theory. Workload was low. Assessment was a 2,500-word essay. 



Accommodation 

I found my room through the “Find a Housemate” Facebook group. If you do that, I would really 
recommend being careful with contracts and deposits. Make sure you have an official rental 
contract, and ideally the deposit should be protected under the Deposit Protection Scheme. 

I would also recommend living in Durham, not outside. Yes, there are buses, but commuting 
honestly takes away from the Erasmus feeling, because it’s harder to be spontaneous and you 
spend too much time travelling. 

Helpful options can be posting a search on Spareroom or contacting agencies directly. Rent in 
Durham is generally expensive, and the housing quality is often lower than in Germany, that’s 
just something you have to adjust to. If possible, try to live close enough that you can walk into 
the centre (around Tesco near the marketplace). If you really can’t find anything, you can contact 
the university and they usually help, but it often comes with a higher price. 

 

Leisure time 

For free time, joining societies is one of the easiest ways to meet people. There are more than 
200 societies, and you can really try things you wouldn’t normally do. College-level societies 
often feel more beginner-friendly, while university-level societies can be more performance-
focused. 

Weather-wise, it was honestly nicer than expected. It didn’t rain more than in Germany, and 
autumn was actually beautiful, with colourful trees and a lot of good weather. That helps 
because in Durham you walk a lot. Buses are often not faster than just walking directly, and I 
probably walked around an hour per day (sounds more than it actually feels like). 

If you want a gym, I can recommend Freemans Quay Leisure Centre, which has a gym and a 
pool. For nightlife, there are lots of bars and a few clubs. It’s easy to have a fun evening with 
darts, boules and cider, and even though Durham is small, the centre is usually busy at night. 

 

Travelling 

I really recommend using the semester to explore the UK. I booked several trips through 
Lundgren Tours and organised some myself. During my time, I went to Edinburgh, London, the 
Lake District, Scotland (especially Glencoe – Highlands in late September/early October), the 
Isle of Skye, Glasgow, Newcastle and Alnwick. Alnwick was a highlight because of the castle and 
the Harry Potter filming connection (and also because the café Strawberry Lounge is honestly 
worth a stop). 

 

 

Overall, Durham was a great time. What impressed me most was the student community and 
how quickly you feel like you belong. I would definitely recommend doing a semester there, and I 
completely understand why some people decide to extend their exchange. 




