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Getting started in Madrid 
 
First of all, I would suggest informing yourself properly about the things you need to do and 
prepare before your arrival. One website I highly recommend is City Life Madrid, which offers 
a lot of useful information. There is also a large WhatsApp group with nearly all German 
students in Madrid, where you can ask questions if you need help or information. 
Once you’ve secured your accommodation, the first thing you should take care of is getting 
your monthly metro card, which allows you to travel throughout Madrid and even to the 
surrounding areas. 
To get this card, you normally need to book an appointment and go to one of the official 
Metro Madrid offices. Again, I’d recommend checking out the City Life Madrid website, as 
they explain the process in detail and even provide a link to book your appointment. The 
card costs 8 euros per month if you’re under 26. After the initial registration and payment at 
a metro office, you can recharge your card monthly at any ticket machine in the metro 
stations. 
 
Accommodation 
 
When it comes to accommodation, there are several platforms like Idealista, Spotahome, 
HousingAnywhere, or HelpHousing. You’ll find everything from large shared flats with up to 
20 people to smaller, more private ones. From my experience, the typical price range for a 
decent room in Madrid is between 650 and 900 euros. Most apartments include a cleaning 
service in the price. 
One important thing to keep in mind is that there’s quite a bit of fraud in the Spanish housing 
market. While it’s not the norm, it can happen that listings either don’t exist or look nothing 
like the pictures. That’s why I’d recommend booking through trusted platforms that offer 
some kind of guarantee regarding the existence and condition of the room, even though 
you’ll usually have to pay a one-time service fee of around 200–300 euros. 
I booked my room through Spotahome, and honestly, it was a pretty smooth process. You 
simply select your preferred dates and book the room, similar to making a hotel reservation 
online. Of course, you’ll have to fill out some personal details and write a short message to 
the landlord, but overall, it was easy, and I got accepted really quickly. Once accepted, I was 
asked to pay the deposit along with the first month’s rent in advance. 
I lived directly in the center near Plaza Mayor. It was very noisy, but the location was superior. 
 
Life in Madrid 
 

 
 



Living in Madrid is truly an unforgettable experience. With its charming atmosphere, 
beautiful architecture, and large parks spread across the city, Madrid really has a lot to offer. 
At first, the number of people and the fast pace of the city can feel overwhelming, but you’ll 
quickly come to love it. It creates endless opportunities to explore, meet people, and go out 
any day of the week if you want to. 
When it comes to sightseeing, some must-sees in my opinion are the Royal Palace, Plaza 
Mayor, Puerta del Sol, Gran Vía, Retiro Park, Plaza de España, Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, El 
Rastro and Casa de Campo (I’m probably forgetting a few more). 
Of course, Madrid also has plenty of amazing restaurants with international cuisine. But in 
my opinion, you should definitely experience a traditional local bar where you can try 
authentic Spanish tapas, paella, and of course one of the famous Bocadillos de Calamares 
(squid sandwiches), which Madrid is especially known for. 
The nightlife in Madrid is fantastic. I would honestly consider it one of the best in all of 
Europe. Clubs are open nearly every day, and there’s something for every taste in music. 
Personally, I’d recommend checking out Fitz, Teatro Barceló, and Istar (even if it’s a bit 
pricey). 
When it comes to bars, Madrid doesn’t disappoint either. I definitely recommend visiting one 
of the many rooftop bars, the views are always amazing. Many of them even host DJ nights 
where you can dance above the city. For example, the organization Astral Events hosts 
parties at the rooftop bar of the Palacio de Cibeles. To go out for drinks with your friends i 
reccomend the district of Malasaña or La Latina. 
One thing you’ll get used to pretty quickly is that everything happens a bit later than in 
Germany. Most people go out for dinner around 21:00/21:30, and parties usually don’t get 
busy until 1:00 or even later. 
Supermarkets in Spain are, of course, a bit different from those in Germany, but you’ll get 
used to it quickly. My personal favorites were Mercadona, DIA, and Lidl. 
 
 
 
Studying at UC3M 
 

 
 
 
If you’re studying at UC3M and living in the city center, which I strongly recommend, you’ll 
need to take the C4a train towards Parla. This train stops at Sol (right in the heart of the city) 
and Atocha (Madrid’s main station) before heading out to the suburbs, where the university 
is located. The full journey from Sol to UC3M takes around 35 minutes. 



The university campus isn’t very large, but in my opinion, it’s quite beautiful. It has two 
libraries and two cafeterias where you can get snacks, drinks, and lunch. 
The teaching style is very different from what you might be used to in Germany. It feels more 
like a classroom setup, with smaller groups and a more interactive approach. Courses are 
usually divided into theory and practical sessions, and especially in the practical parts, there’s 
a lot of interaction between students and professors, very similar to school. 
Most exams were multiple-choice, with around 25 to 50 questions, sometimes followed by a 
short open-ended section. In addition, your final grade isn’t based solely on the exam. 
Presentations, essays, and other assignments throughout the semester make up a significant 
portion of your final mark. 
 
Courses 
 
First of all i can say that most of the courses weren‘t extremely difficult and if you pay 
attention in class you will get through it and enjoy it. I personally also enjoyed the style of 
teaching with smaller groups that created a more familiar atmosphere and in general more 
possibilities for support if you had any questions. What i have to criticize is that often the 
dates of exams, the descriptions of tasks you had to submit (like reports or presentations) as 
well as general information were either hard to find or very limited. You really had to stay on 
top of everything and actively seek out the information you needed, even more than at 
universities in Germany. 
 
Financial and Service Marketing – I recommend 
 
This course was about marketing concepts and techniques in financial companies and service 
companies like PayPal or Airbnb. A lot of times we had to give presentations about content 
from the theory applied to real companies. The course was quite similar to marketing 
courses in Germany and you will repeat a lot of key concepts, however some topics were 
new and you also learned about the history of marketing in the financial and service industry. 
The teacher was, all in all, friendly and graded us fairly although he wasn’t too enthusiastic 
and you often had the impression that he didn’t really care at all. We only had one final exam 
in this course as there was no midterm exam. 
 
Optimization and Simulation for Business – I recommend 
 
This course is about finding business solutions through functions in Microsoft Excel. It wasn’t 
too complicated and if you are skilled with Excel and pay attention in class you won’t have 
any problems. The teacher was probably the best teacher I had as he was always extremely 
friendly, in a good mood and helped us with any problem that occurred. The midterm as well 
as the final exam contained tasks we had to do on our computer in Excel and also 
mathematical tasks we had to solve on paper. 
 
Market Research – I don’t recommend 
 
This was by far the hardest course I had. The course is about methods of marketing research, 
from determining the problem, creating the research question, choosing the right research 
method to in the end analyzing the results of the research. The workload in the practice part 
of the course is extremely high as you have to create your research question including 



creating and spreading a survey, analyzing the results statistically and drawing a conclusion 
or interpretation of these results. For each of those steps you have to give a presentation of 
your progress and you have to write a big report at the end of the course. In addition to the 
final exam the course has a midterm exam. 
The teacher wasn’t impolite but sometimes really harsh and demanding. She also seemed to 
be stressed all the time. Therefore the working atmosphere as well as the contact with the 
teacher was always a bit uncomfortable. Her style of teaching was insufficient in my opinion 
as she didn’t focus on teaching us important content but rather on demanding results, so the 
support we got was very limited. 
 
International Business Management – I recommend 
 
This course was about business decisions and the analysis of a market environment in the 
international context. It wasn’t that difficult and often logical. However it was probably the 
most interesting course i had and the course that was the most fun for me. The teacher 
provided us with a lot of business cases from real companies that we had to read and analyze 
during the practice sessions and as homework. There was again no midterm exam but a lot 
of presentations and cases we had to write about. The final exam was quite hard as suddenly 
we had to read 8 articles which were a major part of the exam. Hence it was a bit strange 
that the exam was rather about those articles than about the content of the class. 




