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Preparation  

As a Master’s student of English Studies, I had the opportunity to spend two semesters, from the 

end of August 2024 until the end of June 2025, at the Universidad de Zaragoza in Spain. I chose 

Zaragoza because I wanted to spend my Erasmus in a city that is not too big but also not too small, 

which is why Zaragoza was perfect for this. 

For the application I had to write a motivational letter and submit several documents. Once I got 

accepted, I had to complete the Learning Agreement and other required forms. I began searching for 

accommodation just 2-3 weeks before arriving and found my flat one week before moving. I found 

it through Idealista and paid 320 € per month for a place in the city centre, which I shared with 2 

other people. Most flats were priced around 300-450 € per month. There are many options to live 

close to the university, but I chose to live close to El Casco (the old town), since most evening 

activities happened there and it was still close enough to the uni. I would recommend starting the 

search a bit earlier to have more options, as it is possible to find even better flats. There are also 

organisations that help Erasmus students with finding accommodation.  



Before arriving, I already had some knowledge of Spanish, which helped a lot. I would recommend 

to already take a Spanish class before Erasmus, if possible. I also took part in an intensive Spanish 

language course at the university in Zaragoza. It lasted one month, with classes two hours per day 

from Monday to Friday. Although it was a bit expensive (around 150 €), I found it totally worth it, 

as it improved my Spanish a lot. I recommend doing this course in the beginning, as it will make 

daily life much easier and is also a great way to meet other international students. 

Academic Life  

I studied at the San Francisco campus in the Facultad de Filosofía y 

Letras. All my classes were taught in English, which made studying 

manageable. However, I would recommend Zaragoza more for 

Bachelor’s students studying English, as the university didn’t offer any 

English courses for Master's students. The course selection was limited, 

especially for Master students, as I needed to choose third or fourth year 

courses and I wasn’t able to register for one class I really wanted to 

take. Some of the courses I took were not entirely satisfying in terms of 

content. However, I really enjoyed the course “Other Literatures in English“ which I would 

definitely recommend. The majority of professors were kind and understanding of Erasmus 

students’ needs. 

Each course was worth 6 ECTS credits, and I needed to complete 20 

credits per semester, which is why I took four per semester. Each course 

took place twice a week for two hours, totalling 4 hours per week. Most 

classes had regular submissions, midterms, and final exams. In some 

classes I could choose whether to take midterms or just the final exam. I 

recommend doing the midterms as they were often a bit easier and 

covered less material and I was done much earlier than those who 

waited for the finals. If you failed the midterm or wanted to improve 

your grade, you could still take the final. If you failed the final exam, which is usually in May, you 

were allowed to retake it in June or July. 



Daily Life and Free Time  

Zaragoza is the perfect Erasmus city, not too big, not too small, and with a very active Erasmus 

community. Especially in the first weeks, organisations like ISA and Happy Erasmus host many 

events, like language exchanges, parties and trips. These activities are often free and the entrance to 

Erasmus parties usually costs only 1-4 €, and the day trips were mostly around 20-25 €. I highly 

recommend joining one of their trips early on to meet new people. I joined the trip to Morocco 

which was an incredible experience, but I also enjoyed day trips like Alquézar and Ordesa National 

Park. But it’s also very easy to organise your own trips, renting a car is affordable and the city is 

well-connected, especially getting to Barcelona and Madrid is quite easy.  

                     (Alquézar)              (Ordesa) 

I also joined salsa and bachata classes at Unibaila, a local dance school that offers student discounts 

and even free trial classes. It was one of the best ways for me to meet local people, improve my 

Spanish and experience the nightlife through social dance events, of which some are also organised 

by Unibaila. If you like dancing or want to try something new, I highly recommend it. 

There are lots of nice bars and restaurants in Zaragoza. Around the University, the bars are cheaper, 

with typical student bars like Koala (Koalalumpur), where beer, tinto de verano and calimocho are 

only 2€ for Erasmus students. But also in El Casco you’ll find many bars with discounts for 

Erasmus students and „El Tubo“ the popular tapas street. There are also some parks in Zaragoza, 



like Parque Grande, which is a beautiful park and a common meeting spot, but also Parque del Agua 

is a place I would recommend. 

Getting around the city is easy, it is almost possible to walk everywhere, but there are also buses 

and one tram line which goes through the city. With a Tarjeta Bus or Tarjeta Lazo each trip only 

costs around 0,50 € and you can recharge them. I mostly used the public bike system called Bizi, 

which offers monthly, annual, or single-use passes. 

Final Thoughts  

Looking back, I believe Zaragoza is one of the best cities you can choose for your Erasmus 

experience. The atmosphere is welcoming, the cost of living is reasonable, and there’s a strong 

sense of community among international students and the city offers many events and activities for 

Erasmus students.  What made the biggest difference for me was staying for two semesters, one is 

simply too short to fully adjust, integrate, and enjoy everything the city and culture have to offer. 

My time in Zaragoza helped me improve my language skills, broadened my academic perspective 

and I met incredible people from all over the world. It was an unforgettable experience that I would 

recommend to anyone.  


