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Preparation: 
 
My preparation process started with looking into the experience reports and decide 
which university I want to apply for. UC3M was my second choice, as my first wish was 
to go to North America. However, I am more than happy that I got the place at UC3M. 
After getting accepted, I started to get more information about the city and the university 
itself. Attending the informational meetings online and allowing my contact details to be 
shared with fellow exchange students helped a lot to gain information and get to know 
others going through the same process as me. Also important was to check how long my 
ID and passport were valid, as I needed to extend them. Regarding insurance I had 
nothing to do, as the exchange was in the EU. 
 
Accommodation:  
 
The first big step was looking for a room. As I read in the reports, I chose to live in the city 
center and not at campus in Getafe. Almost everyone I got to know did the same, and 
those that did not, regretted it a lot, as Getafe is rather a small suburban area with little 
activities. The way to the university is about 30-45 minutes with the train from the city 
center, depending which area you are living in.  
For my search I used websites like “Idealista”, “Housinganywhere” and “Spotahome”. 
The last two ones are the safer options, as they usually check the apartments to 
guarantee you the room exists and is not a scam. You can also pay your first month’s 
rent through the websites to be even securer. However, you usually must pay a certain 
fee for this service, and depending on your rent it can be high. Me personally, I found an 
agency on Idealista, which is the main rental platform in Spain, comparable with 
“immoscout” in Germany. On that platform you need to be careful, as they offer no 
proof, and you could be scammed. My agency however was very good and professional, 
and I can only recommend them. They are called atmosphereliving and have a lot of 
student apartments all over Madrid. I lived in Malasaña which is a very lively area and 
more known as the “Hipster” quarter. Other recommendable areas are La Latina and 
Sol with a lot of bars and restaurants. If you want to live less central Chamberi is a 
residential area with less tourists and more locals. The prices differ from quarter to 
quarter and from the size and characteristics of your room. Prices up to 850/900€ are 
normal but you can also get rooms for way cheaper, like around 550-650€, depending 
on your preferences. 
All in all, the center generally safe but you should still be aware going out at night. For 
the way to the university, I would recommend living close to Sol, Nuevos Ministerios or 
Atocha, as those are the stations from which you can take the train to Getafe. 
 
Studies 
 
Universidad Carlos III has multiple campuses in Madrid, with the business related one 
being in Getafe. The campus is quite big, offers a lot of seating places outside, has 
multiple libraries you can use, two cafeterias with one offering lunch as well and a big 
sports center with a gym and swimming pool (a membership in the city is sometimes 
cheaper). The course application is a “first come first serve” model, so you should be 



prepared to not get all your classes and have a few as backup choices. All the 
information and deadlines are viewable on the UC3M website. On the website they also 
offer a lot of information about things to do before arriving. The courses all include a 
lecture and an exercise and attendance is usually mandatory in both. Different to 
Cologne is that most classes have weekly cases or big group presentations you need to 
submit that take up to 60% of your total grade. 
I took the following courses: 
International Business Management (6 ECTS) – recommended: 
 
This course was quite interesting as the professor works for a big company and teaches 
the content related to real world examples. In the exercise classes we comparatively 
had a lot to do but it was not hard and just a fair amount of work every week. The exam 
was multiple choice in which I personally had problems because of language mistakes 
in the task setting. 
 
Digital Finance (6 ECTS) – highly recommended: 
 
At the beginning of the term this was the hardest course for me, as it is about the theory 
of the digital finance world, and nothing mathematically as I had assumed. Over time I 
gained a lot of knowledge in a topic I had not much information about and therefore it 
was probably the course where I learned the most. The exam was a written exam with 
three questions about things leaned in the lectures. The exam was designed fairly and 
with the right studying easily passable. 
 
Financial and Service Marketing (6 ECTS) – highly recommended: 
 
The topic of this course is how to do marketing for services and financial services. It was 
interesting and the workload was the least of all my courses. The exam was multiple 
choice, and the questions were chosen fairly, ranging from basic questions to detailed 
questions. In the exercise class we had a small presentation almost every two weeks, 
so if you do not like to present it could be difficult.  
 
Marketing Communications and Social Media (6 ECTS) – recommended: 
 
The topic is very interesting and shows the “modern” side of marketing. However, the 
professor treated the class more like a high school class rather than a university course. 
Nevertheless, you get graded fairly and the work is interesting too. You have to choose a 
company with your group and analyze their social media over the period of the term and 
present. The exam was probably the easiest of all of them as the content of the lectures 
are not too hard. 
 
 
Everyday life 
 
Night life/Social life:  
 
Madrid is full of opportunities to go out. Everyday there are some events, parties or 
clubs you can go to dance or socialize. Whether you like house music, techno, 



reggaeton or commercial you will find a place to be. Personally, I loved going clubs to 
Fitz, Barcelo or Icon. But also, events like Perreo Lab (good Reggaeton), Afrobibi and 
Astral (both afro house with cool locations) where nice to attend and often offered free 
entry tickets. In addition, ESN UC3M (Erasmus Student Network) organizes a lot of 
parties throughout the week where you do not pay too much entry, like you would 
usually do. They also offer other activities, like bowling, hiking or a bike tour through the 
city. Those events are good to get to know other international students. Personally, I 
would recommend attending a few of these events, especially at the beginning of your 
Erasmus. 
There are also a lot of rooftop bars (mostly near or on Gran Via) that offer nice views of 
the city and are fun to go with friends in the summer months. Furthermore, the Retiro 
park is a great place for picnicking or sunbathing. A must visit is the Templo de Debod 
where you can watch the sunset while listening and dancing to street artists performing.   
 
Food: 
 
The eating options in Madrid are one of the best I have experienced. You can find good 
quality restaurants from all over the world that are not always fancy and expensive, so 
affordable for students as well. There are great tapas bars all over the city (do not go to 
the ones in Sol or Plaza Mayor, there are better and cheaper ones in the local 
neighborhoods) and famous places, like Chocolateria de San Gines where they offer 
traditional “Chocolate con Churros” (this one is a must try).  
Personally, I loved trying out new cafés all the time, as there are many good ones. A few I 
can recommend are: Obrar, Pan y Pepinillos, Naji, Alma Nomad Bakery (the best 
pastries for the sweet tooth). For restaurants I would recommend: Anotonia’s Burgers, 
Circolo Popolare, Tiki Taco and Honest Greens. 
 
Language:  
 
Unlike other cities in Spain, you can get along with English pretty good in Madrid, 
however I would recommend speaking as much Spanish as possible. I didn’t take any 
Spanish lessons before or during my stay and I regret it a lot. As I didn’t have any 
problems with talking in English, I didn’t try to learn Spanish in the beginning of my stay. 
After a while I started to learn on my own (through the common apps but also with 
translating single phrases and using them). With that, I started to speak more and now I 
can have a small conversation, but, with classes, I am sure I could be a more advanced 
speaker.  
Speaking of classes, UC3M offers Spanish classes and those taking them were pleased 
with it. 
 
Sports: 
 
For me sports are very important, and I was more than pleased with the opportunities in 
Madrid and our University. First, UC3M has a big sporting facility including: a gym and 
swimming pool (owned by a extern company so you have to pay a membership), 
different classes (Tennis, Paddle, etc.) and one football pitch you can rent. For all the 
activities you have to pay, but there is a discount for UC3M students. Personally, and 



mainly because of living in Madrid, I signed up in a gym in the city closer to my 
apartment. 
There are tons of other sporting activities you can do in Madrid. You can use apps like 
Celebreak (for football) or Playtomic (Paddle and Tennis) to join open matches or 
reserve pitches to go play with your friends. Compared to Germany, the prices are a lot 
cheaper, especially if you use state owned sporting facilities, the “Centro Deportivos”. 
For those you have to use the Madrid Movil app on which you can book pitches and buy 
entries for all different kinds of activities (the app is just in Spanish and you can only pay 
with credit card). In Retiro you can also find a few calisthenics parks and many running 
clubs to join as well. 
A special Sporting Event I joined were the International Erasmus Games in Milan, where 
I represented ESN Spain in football. You can join the ESN teams through the Erasmus 
Network in UC3M. 
 
Transportation:  
 
The transportation system in Madrid is very good, especially the metros. But be careful, 
as they only operate until 1:30 or 2 in the morning and open at 6am again. You must get 
an appointment at one of the customer centers which you can find at the biggest metro 
stations. There you get a card with your picture that you have to charge every month at 
the automats. For the appointment you can get help from “Citylife Madrid”, either on 
their website or through WhatsApp. The monthly ticket for under 26-year-olds is usually 
20€, which includes metro, bus and renfe (the fast trains like the “S-Bahn”). In the last 
year the price was reduced to 8€ per month and it could be extended for another year or 
half.  

 
Travel: 
 
Travelling from Madrid to other cities in Spain is very easy and often cheap for people 
under 26. Because of the central location of the city, you can get to other big cities with 
the train without changeover. The ride is usually not longer than 2,5-3,5 hours. The train 
system is also levels above the one in Germany. Tickets can easily be bought on Omio or 
other platforms and if planned ahead you can buy roundtrip tickets to f.ex. Valencia for 
under 30€. The trains are fast, clean, on time and you get an assigned seat with your 
ticket. 
Personally, I recommend visiting a few cities like: Valencia, Barcelona, Sevilla and 
Bilbao / San Sebastian. The smaller cities around Madrid, like Toledo or Salamanca are 
worth a day trip and are reached for very cheap by bus or sometimes even for free with 
the monthly transportation card. 
Outside of Spain, I highly recommend doing a Morocco trip including the desert. There 
are a lot of tours offered for students (I went with “smartinsiders” but there are lot more) 
so you do not need to plan everything yourself. Just don’t forget to take your passport if 
you want to take the trip. 
 
Conclusion 
 
All in all, I am very happy that I got the opportunity to do my semester abroad in Madrid 
at UC3M. The university has high standards, and the campus is very good too and offers 



everything you need for studying. I also think Madrid is a very good city as an experience 
to live abroad. I fell in love with the city like most of the people that I got to know during 
my time. Experiencing life there with other international students but also the locals is 
something that I will always keep with me and be grateful or. I had only little doubts 
about going to Madrid, but also those were eliminated after a few weeks. Lastly, if you 
have any questions or need help, feel free to contact me on my email, as I would be 
more than happy tp help. 
 
 
 
 
 




