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Country: Portugal  
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List of completed courses:  

• Data Analysis 2MIDA04 

• Business Intelligence 2MIDA14 

• Demand Modelling 2ME33 

• Economic Modelling 2ME25 

• Neuroeconomics 2ME35 

Testimonial: Erasmus in Porto, an adventures semester full of travelling, surfing, forming new 

friendships, collecting new experiences and personal growth. Time passed by so fast. A stage of life 

full of great memories. 



Preparation for the semester abroad 
For the preparation of my Erasmus, I had to fill out several documents and adhere to different 

deadlines, but I felt greatly supported by International Office and the WISO Team. The University of 

Porto provided a list of courses to pick from. I would recommend picking rather more than less 

courses, as you might not get all your wishes. Moreover, it is possible to change or drop courses 

during the first week of the lectures. I would start looking early for an accommodation, as the best 

places get picked first. I arrived around one week before the start of the semester which helped to 

settle in.  

University 
The faculty of economics (FEP) lies in Paranhos and may be reached by the yellow metro line. The 

FEP building itself is not too big and most things are marked and easy to find. Besides the classrooms 

there is also a library where you can study, and a small canteen where you can have lunch or drink a 

coffee. There are multiple printers inside the building which you can use with your student card 

(students have a free budget). The professors and teachers were always nice and helped with every 

kind of problem.  

Courses 

Data Analysis 

Data Analysis teaches you various advanced statistical methods. It requires a bit more work as you 

have a final exam and a group project. Main topics were PCA, Clustering, Factorial Correspondence 

Analysis, Multiple Correspondence Analysis and Discriminant Analysis.  Some prior knowledge in 

statistics may help to pass the course but the professor offered a lot of past exams which made the 

exam preparation very manageable. The software used during class were SPAD and SPSS. However, 

we used Python for our group project. 

Business Intelligence 

This course was mid-term and starts in the second half of the semester. The main topics were Power 

BI and Star Schemas. The teacher was very relaxed, and the final grade was composed of three 

practical assessments which could be completed on your own laptop or on university computers. I 

would take the course again. 

Demand Modelling 

Demand Modelling is also a mid-term course, and the final grade consists of a test and a group 

project. The professor covered a lot of material in a short amount of time and if you want to 

understand it, you have to invest a good amount of time. The group project required to design a 

survey, collect the data, analyze the data and submit a final report over the course of multiple 

submissions. The software used were STATA and R. I would probably not take the course again. 

Economic Modelling 

I would say that Economic Modelling was the most challenging course I took during Erasmus. The 

main topics of the course are differential and difference equations and their qualitative study. The 

course is very mathematical but manageable if you are consistent. There are 5 tests approximately 



every two weeks. For the final grade, only the best four tests count. This may sound like a lot but 

there is just a final presentation and no exam at the end of the semester. Even though it was 

challenging and took some work, I would take the course again. 

Neuroeconomics 

This course examines human behavior and decision-making from a neuroeconomic perspective. For 

me, this was one of the most interesting courses, as it was held in a more interactive format and 

covered a lot of different topics such as Reinforcement learning, a bit of Game Theory and various 

themes about the brain.  However, the subject also requires some work as there are several 

presentations throughout the semester and a group project. The final grade consists of the final 

report and an exam at the end of the semester. 

Accommodation 
I found my accommodation through Uniplaces. I paid 450€ rent for a room in a house with private 

bathroom. The building was located in Paranhos. From there I could go to university by foot and take 

the yellow metro line to the center. From what I heard from others, rents ranged from 300€ to 900€ 

depending on size, location and condition. It might be useful to join Erasmus WhatsApp groups as 

other students may offer their rooms.  

Life in Porto 

Transportation 

The city has a small but reliable metro system. Besides that, there are a lot of bus connections which 

are useful to reach more isolated locations. However, you may get caught in traffic and they are 

more unreliable. If you are younger or 23 you get your transportation card (for bus and metro) for 

free. Otherwise, you must pay 30-40€ depending on the option you take. You may make use of ride 

hailing applications like Uber or Bolt which are considerably cheaper compared to Germany. You do 

not see many people on bikes in Porto as it is very hilly. 

Night Life 

Porto offers a variety of good bars where you can buy cheap drinks. Some popular bars are Adega 

Leonor, Elven Sports Bar (Erasmus Mondays) or Aduela Bar. Organizations like Erasmus Students 

Network (ESN) or Erasmus Life Porto (ELP) regularly organized events like Pub Crawls, Parties, 

Dinners etc. where you can easily meet new people. The are also various options to go clubbing with 

medium to small dance floors.  

Food & Drinks 

Food and Drinks are cheaper compared to Germany, but the price can greatly depend on the location 

you eat. You can find good restaurants where you pay around 10-15€ for a proper meal. 

Alternatively, you can have lunch at the engineering canteen close to the FEP building, which costs 

around 3€ for a soup, a main dish and a small dessert. The cafeteria in the FEP building is smaller, and 

the prices are a bit higher. You can drink the tap water, but you can taste a bit of chlorine. 



Sports 

There are multiple options to sign up for a gym, and in some facilities, you can sign contracts just for 

the time of your stay (e.g. FitnessUp) Unfortunately, I did not see that many great outdoor options, 

only one in Paranhos and one in Matosinhos.  

Running can be quite challenging within the city as it is very hilly but there are some nice tracks along 

the river and at the beach. I also enjoyed playing padel tennis. There are multiple places where you 

can rent a court. Renting a court and brackets for one hour costs around 16€. 

For those who want to go surfing, I recommend starting early. I started in March, but I think you can 

already start in February. Even though the outside temperature is not that warm, you get a thick 

wetsuit, and the ocean does not get significantly warmer during summer. Moreover, the conditions 

are better in Spring, with less people and bigger waves. For most people the closest spot is 

Matosinhos, but you can also surf in Espinho or the beach in Gaia. 

Travelling 
Even though Porto is a nice city, I recon to use the time to also explore other nice spots in Portugal. 

There are many places you can reach using Flixbus like Nazare, Aveiro or Lisbon. You can also profit 

from cheap inter-country flights to reach destinations usually too far away or very expensive like 

Madeira or the Azores. Some Erasmus organizations organize trips to various places, but for me 

planning on my own with a small group worked very well. 

 




