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Durham University is a highly ranked institution located in the north of the United Kingdom, 

close to the border with Scotland. The WiSo Faculty of the University of Cologne has a 

partnership with Durham University Business School, which is comparable to the WiSo Faculty. 

Shortly before I arrived in Durham, the Business School opened a new building, where most 

of my lectures and seminars took place. The building is very modern and really nice! The 

Business School does not have any special academic requirements for incoming students from 

Cologne. However, you must provide proof of English language proficiency, such as an IELTS 

or TOEFL certificate. 

Completed courses 

I chose four modules in total. Two of these had an essay as the final assessment and the other 

two had a two-hour in-person exam as the final assessment. I did this so that I could spend 

more time in Durham, as many incoming students left in March, when the Epiphany term ends. 

However, as the exams weren't until May, I stayed in Durham until the end of the third term. 

Mixing departments is quite uncommon, but I did not have any negative experiences as a 

result. 

BUSI49T15 - Retail Marketing Management: This was my largest module in terms of the 

number of students attending the lectures. The lectures and workshops were relaxed, but the 

workshops required some group work. The final assessment was a 3,000-word essay. 

FINN44215 - Cybersecurity in Finance: This module was held for the first time during my term 

at Durham University, which is why it was sometimes a bit chaotic. Nevertheless, it was a 

relaxed module with a final essay of 3,000 words and a very nice lecturer. Since the module 

was new, it was very small. The content was interesting, but it was not always presented in an 

interesting way. However, I think this course has great potential. 

ECON44215 - Industrial Organisation: This was definitely the module I studied the most for. I 

found it very complicated at first because it was building on other modules from the first term 

that I had not taken. I also had no prior knowledge from modules in Cologne. The lecturers 

taught very quickly, which made it even harder for me to follow. Once I had grasped the 

mathematical content, however, it became easier to follow. Therefore, I would not 

recommend this module to those without prior knowledge of the subject. The final assignment 

was a 2-hour in-person exam. 

ECON43415 - Experimental Economics: This module was also tricky without prior knowledge, 

but it was easier to catch on. It was very interesting, as we conducted some experiments in 

class. Of all the modules, this one took up the most time during the lectures and workshops, 

as I had to prepare a short group presentation every fortnight. However, this was good 

preparation for the exam. The lecturer was also very nice. 

Preparation for semester abroad 

I researched green travel options but opted for the plane as it was more time efficient. I flew 

from Cologne to Newcastle and then took the train to Durham. 



Before going abroad, I took out health insurance. I also deregistered my car so that I would 

not need to pay insurance while I was away. As my bank charged high currency conversion 

fees, I applied for a new credit card so that I could pay in pounds without incurring fees. It was 

still sometimes inconvenient because I could not send or receive money as everyone used UK 

bank accounts. This was not an optimal solution but given the limited time I spent in the UK, 

it was fine. 

In Durham, it is common for first-year undergraduate students to live in college. Many 

postgraduate students also live in college, as the master's degree is only one year long. Most 

other students live in student accommodation in the city. These houses or flats are centrally 

managed by student accommodation agencies. The easiest way to find a room outside of 

college is to look up those agencies and see what they have available. There is also a helpful 

Facebook group for finding rooms. I found my room on SpareRoom. However, as my flat was 

managed by Morgan Douglas, it can also be found on their website. I would recommend 

looking for a house or flat near your department or college because everything in Durham can 

be reached on foot. 

Studying in Durham 

Durham University offers students a unique experience, and I would highly recommend 

choosing Durham for your term abroad. As well as the small city, which is full of students, 

there are the college systems with their formal dinners, balls or fashion shows, not to mention 

the extensive sports programme, all of which enrich a term abroad and provide experiences 

that cannot be found anywhere else! 

 




