Internship Experience at Aquila Capital in Madrid

Preparing for my internship at Aquila Capital in Madrid required some administrative work
upfront. | had to submit my personal documents to HR in order to apply for the NIE
(Numero de Identificacidon de Extranjero), which is essential for tax-related matters in
Spain. Apart from that, my contract was signed online without any issues. A slightly more
complicated process was the university agreement, which Spanish companies typically
have with local universities. The University of Cologne provided a standard template, but
my company required additional documentation. After some back and forth, | ultimately
enrolled in a Spanish university at my company’s expense to secure the necessary
contract.

Finding accommodation in Madrid was another challenge. HR provided me with several
useful websites, but the search was largely up to me. The process wasn’t straightforward,
as many apartments were large shared flats, and real estate agents often charged
commission fees. The most useful websites | found for my search were Idealista, Airbnb,
dflatmadrid, and Spotahome, where | eventually found my apartment.

During my internship, | primarily worked on asset screening and conducting due diligence.
This involved analyzing potential investment opportunities and assessing their financial
viability. On the asset management side, my tasks were more administrative, including
invoice tracking, handling taxation matters, and coordinating with external parties. These
responsibilities gave me valuable insights into both the investment and operational
aspects of real estate asset management.

Due to compliance reasons, | cannot share many details about my work at Aquila Capital.
However, my typical workweek was from Monday to Thursday, generally from 9 AMto 7 PM,
though sometimes | finished earlier around 6 PM depending on the workload. Fridays were
always shorter, with the latest finish time being 3 PM. One key takeaway is that Spanish
language skills are highly beneficial. While English is used in professional settings, many
Spanish colleagues prefer speaking Spanish, and outside of work, English is even less
commonly spoken.

My daily routine during the week mostly consisted of work, followed by either going to the
gym or meeting friends in a bar. On weekends, | took day trips, explored the city, and
enjoyed Madrid’s vibrant culture, including its parks, bars, museums, and restaurants. The
city has so much to offer, and | made the most of my time there.



Overall, | had an amazing experience and would return to Madrid in a heartbeat. It is a
fantastic city with a great lifestyle. However, if | were to do it again, | would definitely make
an effort to learn at least some Spanish beforehand to make everyday interactions easier
and enhance my overall experience.



