il UNIVERSITY
i@ OF TAMPERE

The rise and fall of media fee
proposal in Finland 2009-2010

Marko Ala-Fossi
D.Soc.Sc., Senior Lecturer in Radio
University of Tampere, Finland

The Future of Broadcast License Fee in Times of Media Convergence,
May 7, 2010 Bonn, Germany



The number of valid television fees In
Finland 1997-2009

2 200 000

Source: http://www.tv-maksu.fi/en/index/tietoa/tilastot.html 12 month fee is now 231,05 €



April 23, 2009: Lintila committee
unanimously suggests new media fee

Source: Helsingin Sanomat, http://www.hs.fi/english/article/1135245429224



2009 Media fee proposal in a nutshell

 An annual media fee (175 €) per household to
replace current television Ilcense fee (224 €)

 The fee would be lower because not only TV owners
but all households would pay the fee after 2011

« Also all businesses and organisations with turnover
of over 400,000 euros a year would be required to
pay a annual fee (525 €)

o System was expected to raise annually 450 m€,
which was more than YLE current budget (415 mg€)
4



April 23, 2009: The Federation of the
Finnish Media Industry FINNMEDIA
Immediately opposes media fee proposal

"a great disappointment to the private
media sector”

"If approved, it will strengthen the role of
the state and the public sector In
communications at the expense of
diversity.” :



April 24, 2009: "Media fee would
be just a piece of ridiculous crap”

Talouselama

ETUSIYU SIJOITTAMIMEN TYOELAMA TALOUSELAMS

¥leisradio | 24,4.2009 (C 359 Kornrnentit (28

Mediamaksu olisi
naurettavaa pelleilya

Henrik Muuklkonen

Yleisradion rahoitusta selvittanyt tydryhmd on nukkunut onnsnsa ohi
ja tehn¥yt massiivisen munauksen. 52 shdottaa nykyisen tv-maksun
mediamaksua, joka perittiisiin kaikilta asuntokunnilta.



April 27, 2009: Media fee Is compared to
Thatcher’s poll tax in the UK (1989)

Akateeminen talousblogi

« Mikd houkuttaa ydinvoimaa Suomeen? Kantakaupungin kasvu voi nostaa asuntojen hintoja »

Mediamaksu ja Thatcher

27.4.2009 Kirjoittanut Niku Mddttinen

Konttasummaverolla tarkoitetaan taloustieteessa veroa, jonka
suuruuteen verotettava el itse voi vaikuttaa millaan tavalla.
Ehdotettu mediamaksu on hyvin lahelld konttdsummaveroa.
Toisin kuin nykyisesta tv-lupamaksusta, sen maksamista ei voi
valttad luopumalla televisiosta. Se olisi ilmeisesti myos taysin
riippumaton esimerkiksi kansalaisen ansiotuloista,
varallisuudesta tai kulutuksen maarasta.

Aivan oppikirjaesimerkkina konttasummaverosta
mediamaksua el ehka voi pitad sen vuoksi, etta kaavaillun
maksun ollessa kotitalouskohtainen, jokainen voisi yrittaa
pienentdd omaa maksuosuuttaan hakeutumalla jaseneksi
mahdollisimman suureen kotitalouteen. Ja aina on tietysti
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May 5, 2009: The Finnish Consumers’
Association: a lump sum media fee Is unfair

Ajankohtaista
O AJANKOHTAISTA
5.5.2009 14.02
Tapahtumakalenteri Ehdotettu mediamaksu johtaa
Lhisa s e kohtuuttomuuksiin
Viikon kysymys
Keskustelut Suomen Kuluttajaliiton mielesta ehdotettu mediamaksu johtaa
kahtuuttomiin tilanteisiin.
O TEEMAT
O USEIN KYSYTTYA Yleisradion rahoitusta selvittanyt tydryhma esitti, ettd kaikilta
asuntokunnilta perittaisiin vuosittain noin 175 euron mediamaksu.
o LTTO Asuntokunnilla tarkoitettaisiin henkildit3, jotka asuvat vakituisesti

Samassa asunnossa tai osoitteessa. Kaikki asuntokunnassa asuvat
taysi-ikdiset henkildt olisivat yhteisvastuussa maksun

2 PAIKALLISTOIMINTA suorittamisesta. Maksuvelvollisuus maaraytyisi tietyn paivan
(esimerkiksi 3112 ) tilanteen mukaan. Yuoden aikana tapahtuneilla
muutaksilla (esim. muutto, taysi-kdiseksi tuleminen) ei olisi

O HYODYLLISIA OSOITTEITA vaikutusta maksuvelvollisuuteen.

& LUTY JASENEKSI

2 KULUTTAJAN NAPPO

O AR Suomen Kuluttajaliiton mielests ehdotettu, kaikkiin kotitalouksiin

O JASENILLE saman suuruisena kaohdistuva maksu on epacikeudenmukainen.

Tasasasuuruinen maksu ei ota huomioon erilaisten kotitalouksien

erilaista maksukykya. Kun otetaan huomioon suomalaisen

O TALOUSAAPINEN perusturvan matala tasa, maksu tulee koskemaan myds suurta

joukkoa kotitalouksia, joiden maksukyky ei riitd maksun

suorittamiseen. Maksun maksamatta jattdminen johtaa

o1 ELINT ARVIKE MARKKINOINTI maksuhiridmerkintdan. Kun otetaan huomicon, ettd asuntakunnan

jasenet ovat yhteisvastuussa ehdotetusta mediamaksusta, kaikkien 8
perheenjasenten luottotiedot menevat kerralla.

O VALTTI

2 OPETUKSEN AVUKSL

& NAPPONEN




May 25, 2009: The Left Youth of Finland
opposes media fee — unlike the Party MPs

VasemmiStOI‘luoret @ KIRJAUDU SISAAN

~ Jirjestd * Asiakirjat * Yhteystedot * Yh

Vasemmistonuoret ry ¢ Ajankohtaista ¢ Artikkeli

Vasemmistonuoret: Yleisradiolle verorahaa!

Kirjoittanut Veera Muutinen, 25.05.200% klo 12:12

Yasemmistonuorten Hittokokous tyrmdd eduskunnassa suunnitellun mediamaksun. Maksu olisi

kukin kivttdd Yleisradion palveluita.

Vasemmistonuoret kannattaa Yleisradion rahoittamista kaupallisilta kanavilta perittavin

toimilupamaksuin ja verovaroin hallituskauden vl ulottuvilla ratkaisuilla.

YVasemmistonuoret on pettynyt Vasemmistoliiton eduskuntarvhmain, joka ott kantaa maksun
puolesta. Puolueen pienituloisia kurittava kanta yllath. Linttokokous vaati eduskuntaryhmiaa

korjaamaan huonost harkitun kantansa.

epikaupallisen kulttuurin mahdollistajana. Vasemmistonuorten mielestd Yleisradio on tirked
tasa-arvoistava toimija tukiessaan vihemmistdryhmien nakwyyttd kansallisessa mediassa. Siksi 9

Vasemmistonuoret haluaa turvata yhtidn rahoituksen rippumatta kulloisestakin hallituspohjasta.



June 17, 2009: Election campaign
financing scandal Is rising - again

Prime Minister denies accusations of lying over campaign finance issue
Centre Party MPs lash out at party secretary Korhonen

Frime Minister Matti Vanhanen (Centre) admits that he had a
mistaken recollection on the location of a meeting with leading
figures in the Nova Group before the 2007 Parliamentary elections.
However, he sharply denies deliberately lying to Parliament.

The Social Democratic Party is calling for a special audit of the
books of Mova Group, a major donor to the Centre Party, which
recently went bankrupt.

The opposition Social Democratic Party was not satisfied on _
Tuesday with answers given by Vanhanen to questions on the print this

matter.
Social Democratic Party chairwoman, MP Jutta Urpilainen, feels that the Prime Minister
avoided giving direct answers, resorting to quibbling instead.

Vanhanen was reluctant to say anything on the matter on Tuesday. “Everyone wants to
continue the discussion. | have nothing to add to the matter”, Vanhanen said as he rushed to his
car behind the House of Parliament.

Dﬂe of thnse who did cnﬂtlﬂue the dlscussmn was SDF‘ I*u“lember of Parliament Jukka

- - ™

Source: Helsmgln Sanomat Internatlonal Edltlon
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/Prime+Minister+denies+accusations+of+lying+over+campaign+finance+issue/1135246982549



June 18, 2009: Linden supports
"YLE-fee” as the least worst option

4 Nykypiiva 18.6.2009

"Yleisradion budjettirahoitus verovaroista ei
kaytannossa ole mahdollista” -

Viestintaministeri

PUOLTAA

Yle-maksua




Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/riitta_toro/3417800683/sizes/o/




August 19, 2009: Finnish Newspaper
Association’s survey published

Survey: Finns do not regard proposed YLE media fee as justified

According to a recent survey conducted by the Finnish market
research company Taloustutkimus and published by the Finnish
Newspaper Association on Tuesday, a total of 62 per cent of Finns
do not regard a proposed media fee as justified.

Only around one-third of all respondents said that they are in
favour of a universal media fee that would replace the current
television licence, as proposed by a working group chaired by MP
Mika Lintila (Centre).

At a press conference on Tuesday, Kristiina Markkula, the print this

director of the Finnish Newspaper Association, expressed her
satisfaction with the results of the survey.

According to the study, the Finns strongly agree with the Finnish Newspaper Association
regarding certain controversial iIssues relating to the financing and supervision of the operations of
the Finnish Broadcasting Company (YLE).

The basis for the debate is the proposal made by Lintild's working group, which is currently

being prepared by civil servants, and which has met with fierce opposition from the newspaper
hranch

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition.
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/Survey+Finns+do+not+regard+proposed+YLE+media+fee+as+justified/1135248632865



September 29,2009: YLE makes
corruption claims on PM Vanhanen

YLE claims: PM Vanhanen received building materials from construction
company free of charge
VVanhanen denies allegations of any wrongdoing; urges YLE to provide evidence

On its weekly reportage programme Siminnakija ("Eye Witness”), ﬁ
the Finnish Broadcasting Company YLE claimed on Monday T i T B =
evening that Pnme Minister Matti Vanhanen (Centre) had received |
building materials free of charge from a construction company that [ =
had built apartment buildings for Nuorisosdatd ("Youth Foundation™).
Nuonsosaahd is a youth housing foundation that donated money
for Vanhanen's presidential election campaign in 2006. i =
According to the programme made by Ari Korvola, the invoice * Matti Vanhanen in 2002,
for the materials was included in the expenses of Vanhala's house
in Murmijdrvi, built during the 1990s. print this

The materials came from a company which was not named. The programme claimed that the
company wanted to secure further contracts with Nuorisosaaho.

Helsingin Sanomat was unable to contact Matti Vanhanen last night.

The reporters had earlier received an anonymous statement, indicating that the Vanhanens
had not paid all building costs. It took YLE one year to try to confirm the information.

B P ey P B I o L ST T P IR JE P

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition

http://iwww.hs.filenglish/article/YLE+claims+PM+Vanhanen+received+building+materials+from+construction+company+free+of+charge/1135249666640
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October 1, 2009: Alma Media Survey
— about 40 MP:s oppose YLE-fee

/o, 11y
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UUSI sunml / Raha Lavantai 1.5.10 Aseta US kotisivulksi Katso koko Suome

AUV UUTISET ] VADAALTA— NAKOKDI BLOGIT MIELIPIDE  TAPAHTUMAT
LA AR ROTIEAEEAE  ULKOMAAT RAHA i

Yle-maksul 2 huikea vastustus
Julkaistu: 1.10. 2009 3:54

Eﬁ\ Kuuntele juttu 38 kommentta

Yleisradion rahoitukseen tarkoitettu mediamaksu ei fuva: Petten Faalasmaa / LUusi suomi
saa kansanedustajilta ehdotonta kannatusta, kertoo
Aamulehti. Alma Median lehtien kyselyyn vastanneista
kansanedustajista jopa puolet vastusti Yle-maksua.

Kysely ldhetettiin kaikille kansanedustajille, joista 82
kertoi selkedsti kantansa Yle-maksuun. Kaikkiaan
kyselyyn vastasi 132 kansanedustajaa, joista osa
vastasi kysymyksiin omin sanoin.

Moni maksun vastustajista tai kantaansa pohtiva
toivoi, ettd maksua porrastettaisiin tulojen mukaan
tai ettd osa voitaisiin vapauttaa siita.

Toisaalta moni kansanedustaja myds harmitteli sitd, ettd julkisessa keskustelussa ei ole huomioitu uuden
maksun tulevan useimmille halvemmaksi kuin nykyinen tv-lupamaksu. 15

Source: Uusi Suomi http://www.uusisuomi.fi/fraha/72846-yle-maksulla-huikea-vastustus



October 1,2009: CP group chair Kalll
wants YLE’s CEO Jungner to resign

YLE's Jungner might resign if journalistic judgement proves wrong

Mikael Jungner, the managing director of the Finnish Broadcasting Company
(YLE), says that he might consider resigning if it transpires that rules of good
journalistic practice were breached in connection with the current affairs
programme Silminnakija (*Eyewitness").

Monday’'s programme claimed that Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen (Centre)
had been given free construction materials for his home from contractors that g
had been hired to build apartment houses for the youth housing foundation Mikael Jungner
Nuorisosaatd. Vanhanen had served as the foundation's chairman.

Jungner noted that the journalistic responsibility in the matter is with the
director of the YLE TV2 network.

print this

So what would be the purpose of Jungner resigning?

‘It is not just legalities, but a moral responsibility. If - and this is a big if - journalistic discretion
has been misused, then YLE must take corrective measures quickly and decisively "

“The broadcaster's independence seems incontrovertibly to have been proven. If our reliability
Is questioned, then we have to think about what to do”

Jungner did not know of the content of the programme in advance. He has also not called for an
investigation into the veracity of the claims.
“There are many experienced journalists there. | trust them”, Jungner says.

Wmoirer oy
Lodiignicl say VOLROLTY

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/YLEs+Jungner+might+resign+if+journalistic+judgement+proves+wrong/1135249723963



October 1,2009: Cabinet Parties
agree on YLE fee and control reform
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Etusivu = Ajankohtaista Likenne @ Viestintd  Vireilld3 ' Ministeric = Julkaisut = Henkilot ja asiointi

Etusivu = Ajankohtaista = Tiedotteet = Hallituspuolueet sopivat yleisradiomaksusta ja ¥len valvonnan uudistamisesta

Tiedotteet

2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004

Uutiset

Puheet

Videokuwva ja aani
RS5-syittest

Tilauspalvelut

Hallituspuolueet sopivat yleisradiomaksusta ja
Ylen valvonnan uudistamisesta

Julkaisuaika: 01.10.2009 13.48
Tiedote: Viestint3

Hallituspuolueet ovat paasseet yvksimielisyyteen linjauksista, joiden
pohjalta ryhdyt3an valmistelemaan Ylen rahoitusta ja hallinnon
uudistamista koskevia lains3adantimuutoksia.

Yleisradiomaksua aletaan perid vuoden 2012 alusta. Sek3 yritysten ett3
asuntokuntien maksun suuruus tarkentuu syksylla 2011, kun hallitus
maarittaa Ylen rahoituksen tason.

Ylen rahoitusta pohtineen tydrvhman esityksen mukaan maksu olisi noin

175 euroa asuntokuntaa kohden. Se koskee noin 2,46 miljoonaa taloutta.
Pienituloisten maksurasituksen vaikutuksia selvittdmaan asetetaan

erillinen tydryhma. 17



October 1, 2009: CEO of Sanoma News and
Chair of the Finnish Newspapers Association:
Media fee would be too high

& Ldhetd palautetta toimittajalle kuva: MEERI UTTIKL
O Lapin Kansa &
Kotimaa
Paivitetty 1.10. 10:37, julkaistu 1.10. 08:52 a -
Sanoman Pentikainen: mediamaksu on «

lilan suuri
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Sanomalehtien liiton puheenjohtaja, Sanoma Mewsin toimitusjohtaja Mikael
Pentikdinen haluaisi, ettd uudesta Yle-maksusta tehtdisiin pienempi.

Source : 18

http://www.lapinkansa.fi/cs/Satellite/Kotimaa/1194626954948/artikkeli/sanoman+pentikainen++mediamaksu+on+liian+suuri.html



October 12, 2009: PM Vanhanen
claims YLE Is trying to topple him

PM Vanhanen accuses YLE of systematic attempt to topple him
‘I am ready to fight"

In a speech at the main square of the city of Loviisa on Saturday,
Frime Minister Matti Vanhanen (Centre) launched a blistering
attack against the Finnish Broadcasting Company (YLE), accusing
the public broadcaster of a "systematic effort” to topple him.

The Prime Minister was referring to a story on a current affairs
programme on YLE TV 2 alleging that Vanhanen had been given
free construction materials for his house in Nurmijarvi by a company
which did contract work for the youth housing foundation
MNuorisosaatio. print this

The Prime Minister said that YLE had constantly put out
contradictory information, altered accusatinns; and issued strange innuendo. “YLE is
S}‘Stematlﬂa”}‘ |m:|t|ng a Iackz Df trust

VVVVVVVVVVVVVV

ter. They see this as | LT Ali=m.

".fanhanen has unne S}fstematlc wnrkz He has ascertamecj tnrougn his own interviews how the
decision came about within YLE on the time when the programme should be aired. He said that he
Is happy that he has freedom of speech in the matter.

‘I am ready to fight.”

L e ' Y A lais mmimiamsme oo A AlA AF A R diFol] mmais crnimrs AF o Avniiss

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/PM+Vanhanen+accuses+YLE+of+systematic+attempt+to+topple+him/1135249975843



December 23, 2009: PM Vanhanen
decides to step down as party leader

Vanhanen announces he will not stand for re-election to Centre Party
eadership

&
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Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen will not be seeking a new term
as leader of the Centre Party at the Party Conference in Lahti in
June 2010

The announcement that he is planning to step down from the
chairmanship came in this morning's edition of the party's main
mouthpiece Suomenmaa.

Vanhanen said his decision had been influenced by a leg P
operation that has been scheduled for next autumn, and which Matti Vanhanen

carries with it such a long post-op recuperation period that it
would affect his ability to handle the joint tasks of party chairman 6’

Faula Lehtomaki & Anu Yehvilainen

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition

http://iww.hs. fi/english/article/Vanhanen+announces+he+will+not+stand+for+re-election+to+Centre+Party+leadership/1135251682512

Ful IT FimTomrs TROTT TR P sl FumifTed il Tas e SRl TS 00 DR 5 s R T 1 == T T ————




F

rce:http://www.flickr.com/photos/apple min/4155614555/

-




February 19, 2010: YLE CEO
Mikael Jungner is let to go

Lauri Kivinen to replace Mikael Jungner as director of national broadcaster
Kivinen first YLE boss in 40 years not to be from SDP

The Board of Directors of the Finnish Broadcasting Company (YLE)
decided on Thursday to appoint Lauri Kivinen, the Head of
Corporate Affairs at Nokia Siemens Networks, to replace Mikael
Jungner as the public broadcaster's Director General.

Jungner's five-year term at the helm of the company concludes
in May.

Kivinen will be the first DG of YLE since 1970 not to have a
political background in the Social Democratic Party. Kivinen has not
been active in party politics, although he is known to have been
involved in the youth organisation of the Mational Coalition Party in
the 1970s.

At a press conference on Thursday, YLE Chairman of the Board

Kari Nelimé said that the board was looking for a professional
manadger. Mikael Junger

print this
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SNP Parliamantary arnun laadar Farns Hainaluosma charnly erticicsed the chnire of Kivinen

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/Lauri+Kivinen+to+replace+Mikael+Jungner+as+director+of+national+broadcaster/1135253050189



March 2010: 105 136 + 23 168 + others
against media fee / YLE — tax in Facebook

facebook

TAYSIMITTAINEN KAPINA MEDIAMAKSUA VASTAAN is on Facebook
Sign up for Facebook to connect with TAYSIMITTAINEN KAPINA MEDIAMAKSUA VASTAAN.

TAYSIMITTAINEN KAPINA MEDIAMAKSUA VASTAAN | ot

wall Info Discussions Events Photos

Basic Info
Mame: TEYSIMITTAIMEN KAPIMA MEDIAMAKSUA VASTAAN
Catenory: Cornmon Tnterest - Politics

Vastustan Yle-veroa | [t tity

Seind Tiedot

Tietoja

Luokka:

Viihde & taiteet - Televisio

Kuvaus:

Yleisradion tydryhma pohti kaikessa
hiljaisuudessa sagvansa Tv-maksun
verolle, Verosta luovuttiin ja tilalle
otettin kaikile samansuuruinen

hallinnallinen mediamaksu, Selittdvat
ettd tulisi kuluttajallekin

arillicammalei kin makan alic bl

Perustiedot

Mirvii;
Luakka:
kuvaus:

Keskustelut

Vastustan Yle-veroa

Viihde & taiteet - Televisio

fleisradion tyéryhma pohti kaikessa hiljaisuudessa saavansa
Tw-maksun verolle, Verosta luovuttin ja tilalle otettin kaikille
samansuuruinen halinnolinen mediamaksu. Selitivat etta tulisi
kuluttajallekin edullisemmaksi, kun maksu olisi aluksi alle 200 euroa, Joo
mutta maksu peritdan mybs niilta, jotka eivat Ylen palveluja kavta (ja
myds niltd jotka eivat itse kykene kdyttdmaan yhtadn mitdan)!
Mimestaan huolimatta mediamaksu kohdistuu pelkdstaan Ylelle! Entas
muut mediayhtiat? Yle jopa saa... (lue lisda)



March 12, 2010: Lindén pulls the
brake on YLE financing reform

Linden backs down on YLE fee
Opposition by SDP blocks advance of administrative reform at public broadcaster

Minister of Communications Suvi Lindén (Mat. Coalition Party) said
on Thursday afternoon that the controversial media fee for financing
the Finnish Broadcasting Gnmpamf {‘f’LE}wHI be put tn a demsmn

b‘-.-‘ the next uuuprnm::nf |

Uy a Coiiu \ o S S
The demsmn to Suspend the changes was made in the =
print this

ministerial group of the National Coalition Party after Eero
Heindluoma, the chairman of the Parliamentary group of the opposition Social Demaocratic Party,
had told Lindén that the SDPF would not support the view of the government in the matter.

The Social Democrats were involved in Parliamentary preparations for the new YLE legislation,
but after that, the government parties had added a proposal for a new supervisory body for public
service, which would have comprised experts from outside th_e company.

a

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/Linden+backs+down+on+YLE+fee/1135254362420



March 19, 2010: Last efforts to reach
a parliamentary solution failed

YLE financing at impasse
Sharp divisions in Parliament over public broadcasting

The question of how to finance the activities of the Finnish
Broadcasting Company (YLE), Finland's public service broadcaster,
was completely bogged down in Parliament on Thursday.

Leaders of the Parliamentary party groups tried to work on an
agreement on models of YLE financing and administration, but to no
avail.

Centre Party Parliamentary group leader Timeo Kalli, who
convened the meeting, noted that there had been no answers to print this
Issues that remain open, and that the matter would be taken up

again on Tuesday. Kalli said that the aim was to secure YLE financing during this Parliamentary
term.

In a somewhat unusual move, Kalli had harsh criticism for a government minister of another
major government party - Minister of Communications Suvi Lindén (Nat. Coalition Party). Kalli
said that Linden's recent actions had made finding a solution more difficult.

-
R

i Bei F O RPFOEE T3

wen's ez, and she has not been backed In

har viawre bar tha Blatinnal T azlitinn Pars T haircnan Binictar of Finaneca _luekled WWatainan

Source: Helsingin Sanomat International Edition
http://lwww.hs.fi/english/article/YLE+financing+at+impasse/1135254813242



March 19, 2010: Lindén claims unfair fee

would have endangered the future of YLE

4 Mykypaiva 19.3.2010

"Epéoikeudenmukaiseksi koettu maksu olisi vaarantanut Ylen tulevaisuuden”

Lindén El HALUA RAPAUTTAA

Viestintaministeri Suwi Lindén (kok.} arvioi, a3
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Some preliminary conclusions

« A general agreement about the media fee
system in the Parliament may not be enough in
the end — or it may not last long enough

« PSB financing model is a highly delicate political
Issue - and many interest groups may want to do
their own politics with it

« Breaking the link between the possibility to
receive the content and being obliged to pay
may create unwanted results o
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